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fc £ S/' {aid the amiable Cecilia, as flie 
ftrayed aiiiongft the venerable oaks that expand* 
cd their foliage iii the forcft of Ardennes, ad* 
joirifng * the ancient manfion of the Count 
DJAnteroche> **it muft t)c* fo, I miifl: quit the 
hofyitable dwelling of my noble, my • generdus 
benefaAor ; I muft bid a final iadieu to his ami- 
able family, to the lovely Emilia, to the too fe*; 
cinating Henri. Ala«, hard -and lamciitablcr 
fate ! I am deflined to become a vidtim facrificed' 
to love." 

Wholly abforbed in painfiil refleafon, fiie 
walked flowljj on, unheeding the time, till a* 
fuddea noife interruptiiig her reveriei Ihe ftart^ 
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edy and looking round her, beheld, with the 
titmoft concern, the fhades of night rapidly ap- 
proachingv the fun having been long fet. Agi- 
tated with fear, and tremblina with appreheil- 
fion, ibe imnnediately turned back, and haHily 
endeavoured to retrace her fteps towards the 
maniion of the Count, where flie had long ex- 
perienced a comfortable ai)Ium. 

V Proceeding with fairful pace, fbe foon foond 
herfeif bewudefed in the mazes of the foreft, 
and too furely perceived (lie had wandered far 
out of the track in which her former walks had 
ufually been confined. All the tales flie had 
heard of banditti and wild beads now recurred 
with redoubled force to her invagination, and ig- 
norant whither her Heps were tending ; every 
tree appear**-! a robber in the mienacing attitude 
of attack, -nd'every projefting bulb fome fcto- " 

^iouf animal prepared to dart upon its ptey • 

• f. * ■ 

Alight appearing amongft the trees, for a- 
while arrcfted her courfc, and gazing intently 
flie fancied (lie perceived the dwelling fo eagerly 
fought. Joyfiilly Jiaftening towards the Ipot, 
the light fecmed to approach. Beginning now 
to be alarmed, and imagining it to belong to 
^bme banditti, (he he6tated, and was undecid- 
ed which way to move. It ftill advanced near- 
er to the place where (lie was how (landing, and 
ia the utmol^ terror die endeavoured to run the 



^ti^^ ^ay. Fear, Jiowcvci*^ had bereft hex 
m^ the pWer of ixibtion, and ineffeftuairy 
juggling, as the light rapidly advanced, to fljf 
£fbm the bHjcA of her terror,^ fhe Became overA 
powered by extreme agitation, and uttering a 
loud iicreamy fell fenfelefs upon the ground. 

It was leng before (he recovered. At length 
qpemng her eyes, (he perceived a female oii 
one fide fupporting her languid frame, and oa 
t'he other a young man holding faft her handf 
and gazing intently upon her countenance. 
JSlt fidl (he thought it was Hjenri d*Anteroche 
who thus contemplated her, but looking agaia 
ihe difcovered her nil (lake, whilft a wildnefs 
and diforder, apparent iii his looks, furprifeA 
and infpired her with fome portion of terror, 
yhe youth perceiving her to be fomewhat re- 
cpvered,. broke, the filence that had hitherto 
pf ey^ilcd, and rcfpcdhilly addreifed her : C 

" I hope, Madam," faid he, " you are peiv 
fc<{tly recovered* from the effieft of the fright, 
ibf which I was innoceiitly and unintentionaUy 
tlie i;au(e ? 

*'I thank you, Sir,** replied Cecilia, •'with 
the exception of a fmall degree of languor, I 
am nearly reftored to health ; but may I a(k to 
what place I have been conveyed, and to 
whofe .kind care I am indebted for the atten- 
tions I |[iav^ r^eived;" at this indant hereyfi|0| 



6^ STi%tr Of " 

wfthinvolpnlatycuriolity, wandered over the t- 
partment^ and prevented her from obferving 
the coxifudon of the youth whom (be had ad-' 
dreifed. 

The room appeared to have formerly cxhibif- 
ed fome kind of gloomy grandeur, but now 
bore evident tnarks of decay, and the incongru- 
ous mixture of ancient and modern furnmire 
formed a contrafl that bewildered her mind in 
the mazes of anxious curioCty. It was a mo- 
mentary glance, but it afforded time to xhk 
youth who fat by her fide to recover, im^bfcrv- 
ed, from his confufibn, and witii fom€ degree of 
confidence he replied; ■ ■■■■ 

** Circumftances, Madam, of the utmoft im- 
portance to my welfare, forbid my giving a d?*. 
te^ anfwer to youi: queftioh ; fuffice it to ok* 
ferve, that you are in the hands of a man of 
honour." 

«*I have no. doubt of it, Sir,", faid Cecilia, 
•* Jnd I am forry I afked a quelHon nngratefid 
to your feelings, but the night is now tar ad<- 
vanced, and I fhall be obliged to you to efcort 
me out of the foreil, that by my prcfence at 
home I may put an end to the uncafinefs of 
my friends" 

At this motnent he heard, oe pretended 
to hear a noif? without, and haf^ily ran from 
tM apartmentf Itaving Cecilia involved in the 
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itirroiV tftxi^' arid riarm. She kn'e^r 'hot whi-''' 
ther ihc had been conveyed whi!ft in her fwoon, 
tXvi tiow depicted to het irtiagination the tetrdr 
afind the grief in which her friends at the man** 
fion of the Count d'Anteroche were doubtlefs- 
plunged, in confequenCe of her protradted 
ftay. ' 

^Thc hnagirtary view filled her with the moft 
ppignanr regret, and determining to make'' an 
effort to reach her home, (he* ftarted up and en- 
deavoured to find a paiTage by mcana^ of which 
ihie might depart from the' place to which fhc 
had thus beeii borne. Her female attendant 
now interfered^ and fpeaking for the £rft 
tiitae:— 

"Yott^ cannot d^ait yet, lady," (aid (he» 
" my roafter has faftcned the door, becaufe fic 
thought there was fomc danger.** 

\ ' • ■ . '.' 

•* Danfer," retorted Cecilia, " what danger 
could there be ?*' and ftlll endeavoured to find 
a paflage which might ejrtricalc her from her 
prefent fituation, but could only proceed into ail 
adjoining bed«^chan^ber, the door, which alone 
appeared to lead out being Arongly faflened. 

Cecilia now hi down, and began to reflect 
upon her fituation with a ccynfufed mixtttre df 
grief and aftoniihment ; the tears of Emilia, 
and the diHra^ioh of Henri, at her unexpe^ed 
difappcaraocc; pvefented thaoakive» fiili more 
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Ibfci^Iy to h» im'iginatioro, and 6verwhelfna4 
1:^ with tcrtof. She had half retblved to qurt 
tijL^ rnanSon of ^er bcaefa3:or, but not in the, 
fudden and abrupj manner wtiicb W^s aow un«. 
iptcntion^Uy forced upo^ hen > 

*• . . , ^ , •■ .. ' 

CecUia/had been defcrted in her infancy bj 
her parents, and in the ^rear i $ 72 was left upon 
ar part of the .domains oi t^e Coupt 'ii'Am«r0Che, 
^Itpofed ',\o perifh by the rigoiif of the feafopi 
or the ftill more Timorous calamities of Jiungec 
and thirft. }n this gtuatipn ihe was found ^f 
|hc Count, wWlft cng.^ged }n |:hc chade, wk(f^ 
pitying |ier .fituation, imniedlatQly ordered hi$ 
i^t^^ndgBts IP convey ||er to h^ manfion, an4 
quitting hi& fporl he accompanied them iiinifelf^ 
and in a few words informed the Countefs his 

y^i^ of the incident that had eccurred. * ' 

• • -. .- -> 

His lady pofle^ed of i^eSn^d feelings, atid 9^ 
amiable difpofition, wanted not the requeft of 
lier lord as 'an addlttonal inducen^ent to take Cfare 
pf the interefting little objc6jt that m)w extendi 
^d its arms, and feemcd to implore her protec*- 
/ion. • Tenderly embracing the child, flie im- 
fpediately determined to ri^af it with all the ajt- 
tentipn of a.mo^hcr. 

.Having already ,t\yo chiUrerr, ^Henri and 
lEmiUa, both yet in a ftato of infancy, and ,t0 
^the. education of whom (he devoted hier.felf wit|i 
the utmoft afliduity, Cecilia (for fo flie waiB 
.Aamed^ j>ai:took x>f. their .lea^niog a^d ,th^ 
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(ports, ind was confidered by them, in every 
refpe^ as a After. Her iitxiation became gra- 
dually known to her, and with the expaniidu of 
her feelings, the fentimenU of gratitude to her 
benefa6ior increafed. The Count determined 
to make an ample provifion for her, and the ut* 
mod harmony fubfifted in the family. 

Thf death of the Countefs ^as the firft 
wound ]ndi£ted upon the tranqiiillity of Cecilia, 
who regarded her with filial reverence and affec- 
tion. But foon her fenfibility was defliued to 
receive anocher ftiil more deep* Henri, reared 
and educated from infancy with the lovely Ce- 
cilia, efloem^d her with the affection of a bro* 
ther, but np fuoner became acquainted with 
her real iltuation, then fraternal efteem was ex- 
changed for -the ipoft ardent love. Cecilia per- 
ceived* with pain, the emotions of his foul, and 
with ftill greater grii5f, too furely felt corref. 
ponding emotions in her own bofom. The de* 
licacy of her feelings, however, would not fyf- 
fer her to give way to the fentiments which the 
virtues of the , amiable Henri had infpired. 
I'he darling wiih of tlic Count was to unite his 
children to famiHes renowned for anceftry, and 
ample in wealth, and Henri in particulai^ to the 
Lady Leonora du Quefne, daughter of the 
Count du <lueffte, his intimate friend, between 
whom and himfelf it bad been long determined 
that Henri fliould be wedded to Leonora. The 
Count was her benefacStor, and her feelings re* 
Tolced at the thought of dafiiing te the ground 



l^is. foQ^cft hope9, and conveying the bj^terneft 
^ of difappoTintmcnt t(\ the heart pf him whd 
rendered the dayt of her cxiftmce, fo inaufpicU 
oufly commenced, chourful and ierene. 

Thus influenced by the delicacy of fenfibility, 
file endeavoured to repel, with all the ftrength 
of her mind, every eradtion that tended to love, 
aad avoided the company of Henri with ti^c 
mod fedulous care. He, on the contrary, foolc- 
c^ not to the caprice of his father for an obje<9' 
of his a6fe£tion9, but following the dictates of 
his heart, clofely purfued Cecilia, and endca* 
▼pured. to perfuade her to an union. 

Too well convinced of he/ owji weaknefs to 
^allow herfdf to be affailed by the pcrfuafive cfo- 
quence of his love, Cecilia carefully (hunne4 
him. At length unable to obtain the inferviewr 
hp wifhed fpr, he determioed to commit to writ- 
iag the fentiraents of his "heart, and convey to 
her in a letter the ardent widi of bis foul. Ce- 
cilia no fponer received the letter, and obferved 
the contents, than ihe determined to quit the 
hpfpitable rns^pfton wher^ her days had hitherto ' 
pl^iTed in h^ppinefs and peace, and throw her- 
ftlf upon chance for a future fubfiilenc'e. 

. * 

Refolutely refolving to carry this refolution in- 
to effeA, (he decided to inform her afFe£lionate 
and amiable friend, Emilia in a letter, of the 
i'eafons which induced her to purfue fnch a line 
^ coadufty To perform this talk, Aie inunc-' 



TtfE CASTlif it 

4}ately, fat down, bot fo many tender recollcc* 
tions rufticd at this moment into her memory, 
that (lie found hcrfelf upequal to the perfor-* 
ihance, and hailily rifing from her ieat, walked 
into thf^ adjoming foprcft to calip» if poffible, 
the perturbation that Jigitated her fpirjts. It ^''as 
in this excurjQon Ihe met with the occurrence be* 
lore relatedf 

- Unable to clcapc from the apartment where 
flie wajs now in reality a prifoner, (he became* 
prey to a confli(5l of the mofi oppofite fenfatiotis. 
Faintly rejoicing a^ being thus withheld from tpe 
>Bap(ion of \\tT bcnefador» . yet the grief }n 
which her friends muft be inv(Dlve^, on accpuhc 
of her difappearance^/o fudden and ^iqexpeft^ 
cd, withput any reafon being afllgned for it, 
forcibly preknted itfelf to her ipii)d, and indu- 
ced her ardently to wifh fi^t another day's refi- 
ience at the dwelling of thcj Count, tliatuie 
fnlght prepare to depart apcprding 'to her origi* 
Jial intention « Returnine to the contemplatioa 
iOfher prcfent fituatipn, furprize and terror, by 
Jturns, gained^ the afcendancy, and, tlie fufpeiife 
in which (he was held by no means ferved to in* 
tufc a calm into her bofom. 

The iiight rapidly, waned, t^nd 6er fciriale >t- 
tendabt urged reft, but tha^t was a cprdial of 
which the agitated laoind of Cecilia lya^ inca^- 
ble of parta^kinfir^ At length, however,' tir/ed 
out with fufpenie, file confepted to retire to tjhe 
adjoining chamber, where, carefully faftihrn j 
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the door, {he obtained a ibort but interrupted 
flumb^, from which (he arofe fomewhat refrelh- 
ed 

The day b^ving began to dawn, Cecilia anxi- 
OHfly endeiivoured to difcover in what part of 
tfee country accident had placed her, 1)ut fmall 
cafements fitoated aloft, at the top. of the wall, 
denied her that ratisfa6tion, and when, with in- 
finite labour, ihe had climbed up for the pur« 
pofe of looking through them, nothing was vi- 
iible but the foliage of innumerable trees, and 
thofc coniiderably above the cafcments through 
which (he gazed^ a circumftancc which induced 
her to imagine (he was flUl in the foreft of 
Ardennes, and in (bme fubterraneous apartment, 
but in whofe refideqce was yet a myltefy. 

Uoal^Ie to account for the ftrangc occurrence 
that had happe^ted to her, (he continued looking. 
thVough the dini cafement for a confiderable 
time, in hopes of difcovering fome obje^, b|r 
ineans of which (he might gain the de(ired in« 
formation* Tired, at length, of the joylc(s 
view, (he defcended from her ^evation, and 
irith no fmall furprize perceived the ab(ence 
of her female attendant. Having concluded 
that (he top, . as well as herfelf, was confined, 
(he was now. confiderably aftoniflied at the 
fudden abfence of the woman, and endeavouN 
ed to find out by what means (he had departed; 
the only door^ however, that led without was - 
llill failened, and efcape was yet impoifible. 
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CHAPTER n. 



XjlLL was fflcnt, and not the l«afl: noife w'as 
now to be heard, whilft Cecilia, loft in amaze- 
ment, fat abfofhed in a profound reverie, un* 
able^o account ior th^ circumftanoes that had 
iappfced, or form any conjecture concerning 
the fuKu-c. 

Her ifveditatidhs were foon, however, inter- 
rupted by the clangor of arms, and the found of 
feveral roices; confiderably alarmed, (lie waited 
♦be event in much agitation. The noifc gradu- 
ally fubfided, and only a inurrauf remained, 
when the door of the apartment was fudd^n ly 
trniocked^ and the youth who had affifted ia 
ifecovering her from her fwoon entered^the i»om; 
his hair was difhc vetted, and a wildnefs and 
diforder appeared in his looks, calculated to in^ 
fufe fome degree of terror into the beholder, 
though it did not much dimlnifti the intereft 
which his form jand his features were capable 
of infpiring. 

Having c2M»efully lodked the door as be en- 
tered, he bowed refpe6tfuliy, and advawied Xo« 
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wards Cecilia, who, trembling and much agU 
tated, was fcarcely able to preferve herfeif frot^ 
a fwoon. " Madam,** faid he " I intreat 
your pardon fog the uneafiuefs and anxiety 
which my conduft has, moft probably, engen- 
dered in your mind, but I can now with con* 
fidence fay, that you need be no longer unhap- 
py on account of the imagined grief of yopr 
^enrfs, ab they Iiave been affured • of your 
fafety." This my%rious addrefs excited affo- 
niftiment and curiofity in the bofom of Cecilia, 
who remained filently mufing upon his words, 
whilft he ordered ip an elegant repaft, of which 
be politely invited her to partake. 

Cecilia now broke the filence, and requefted 
an explanation of his addrefs : he feemed con^ 
fufed at the rcqueft, but loon recovering himfelf, 
affured her it was out of bis pouer to comply 
with her demand. This appeared incomprer 
hen.fible to the mind of Cecilia; flie ftill urged 
her requeft, but he ftill evaded, or rather re?* 
fufed an anfwer, and fhe, at laft, contented herr 
ielf with afking the name and condition x)f the 
perfon file was now talking with ; " My namc^ 
Madam," faid he, " is Bertrand, but farther { 
cannot inform you." 

Unable to form a conje<^ure concerning her 
prcfent fituation, (he could not remain filent; 
♦' i entfeat you. Sir," faid Cecilia, " to inform 
Kie where I am now fituate, and when I fha^ 
y^ rele^fed from what I am compelled to (a(| 
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trnprifonment; you furely do not meair to de* 
tain me here, contrary to every principle of 
juftice ? 

The cotintenancc of Bertrand reddened, and 
for a while he remained filent^ but at length 
replied, the pface where you now are, Madam, 
is a half-ruined caftle in the foreft of Ardennes ; 
whether it has an owner, or to #hom it for- 
merly belonged, I know not, but within its 
walls you muft, for the prefent, remain, for 
Upon this my own fafety as well as that of 
others, abfolutely depends, 

" Gracious Heaven,'* replied Cecilia, " I am 
tiear, then, to the hofpitable roof where I have 
pafTed my hitherto peaceful and happy days, 
and muit I not be allowed to return to its 
amiable inhabitants?'' 

" You muft not, Madam," retorted Ber- 
trand, with a determined, though refpe6tfal 
tone, *' for fome time you muft remain here. " 

Perceiving it u(elef:> to remonftrate, Cecilia 
filently partook of the refrefhment before her, 
an i faid no more, but her mind became immerfe4 
in conjedure, and embarrafled with doubt 
and anxiety. The inyftery which enveloped 
the manlier and the words of Bertrand, pene- 
trated her with the moft lively curiofity, whilft 
St imparted an indefinite fear that made her 
trembly with appreheafion. 
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TTiieif repaft being finiftied, Bertrand bowc^ 
to Cecilia, and ironn^diately left the room^ bii 
did not faften the door, a circumftance whicn^ 
Cecilia eagerly noticed; and foon after his de- 
parture determined to explore the manfion in 
which ihe was, now confined, hoping to difco>- 
ver the means of effecting her*efcape. Thus 
refolving, flie opened the door that led without, 
when Agnes, her female attendant, at that ia- 
ftant made her appearance. The (implicity anfl 
good nature that overfpread the countenance qf 
Agnes^ infpired Cecilia with fome degree (^ 
confidence, and (he . ventured to nriention to hqr 
the wifh (lie had formed of exploring the eaftle, 
Agnes Juddered and turned pale at the men- 
tion of it, and Cecilia involuntarily trembled at 
the feemjng terror of her attendant, and befoi^ 
.the. latter fpoke, almoft feared ta execute her 
purpofe. 

** La, Ma'am^" exclaimed Agnes, ** for 
Heaven'is fake lay afide your intent ; yaull b^ 
tniudered, for any thing I know to the contrar 
ry, in the upper rooms ; no living foul has ever 
been there for years and years, and fuch noifes^ 
are heard there fome times, enough to frightea 
one to death*'* 

Ceciliarwas not fuperlliiious, but what Agne^ 
had faid inftrfed into her mind a confiderable 
portion of terror in fpite of herfelf. Still, how* 
fy.cr, curiofity overcame her fears, and (lie per^* 
fifted in her refoluticuv tttti tlie words of A^ne^ 



tiid like Wife excited a curioiity concerning 
Bertrand, 

** Where^ then," faid Cecilia, " does your 
ttiafter refide ?" 

" Oh, Ma'am/' repHed Agnes, " he lives itk 
k>mQ rooms on the fame ground with this,' 

" And does he never afcend into any of the 
Tipper apartments?*' 

" No, Madam, he never'^goes Up into any of 
them ; we all live in thefe rooms, and wouldn't 
ilir up either of the (lair-cafes for the world." 

** Is- not your mafter the lord of this caflle ? 

** O yes, ye ye-yes, Ma'am " ftammereci 
Agnes, " he is the lord of the caftle, but '— - 
here (lie checked hcrfelf a«d fcemed much con- 
fufed. 
^ '♦ But what, my good Agnes ?" faid Cecilia, 

"Nothing, Madam, befides.'^ 

The cufiofity of Cecilia was now woundup 
to its higheft pitch, and (he determined to gra- 
tify it, in fome meafure, by exploring the caf. 
tie,* and req^efted Agnes to accompany her. 
The curiofity of the latter was equal fy impor* 
tuna^e, but fejir had hitherto reftrained hef 
from any attempt to gratify it. Tht ^ouragcj 
B 2 



how^r^i:, which CeciUa feemed tpdrfpfay ittf 
i^>irit'ecl her, and witfi alittle hefitation fire con* 
fentcd to accompany her. 

Opening tiie door of the apartment, Cecilh| 
perceived they were in a paflage nearly dark, a 
faint gUmn^fr ©flight only appearing, 

" Now'y Ma'am,^ faid Agnes, '* fuppofe we 
lopk at the apartments inhabited by living be* 
ings, brfbre we go into a world of fpirits ? 

Smilinjr at the e«prelIion, of Agnes, Ce9ilia 
(.fiuld not help teeihig a terror, and Was half in* 
61incd to rsft contented in her apartment, but 
cnriofity and an undefined hope of efcape im- 
pelled her to proceed. Agnes now paufed, and 
XeppUed^ing herfeV ;-■ — : — 

^* My mafter an<J t^ r?ft of them ar^there,'^ 
faid (lie, ** and we had better not look at tbc 
apartment;s, f^r fear we ihon^d be fren, fo ^VP*11^ 
go'^to tJieleft, ifyoupieafe, Ma'am.'^ 

Arriving at a door, at the end of thr paflagr, 
i^^ne§ b^ga^ to trcrnble, asCeciUaleaijed upoa 
her arm, who, Aot a little as^itated^ eagerly ea- 
«|(uired ^uto the caufe of her alarm, 

** O heavens, ma'am, ** replied Agnes, " this- 
2p the door tha^ leads to the other part of th^ 
^ic^ to U*e ghoft's, jpart otit^ ma'*im. *[ 



THE CAS^J^E. t^ 

. (^ecyia fmiled, though ihe could not help 
catching fonie what of the terror that feenhea 
now to overwhelm her companion ; but wifliing^ 
in fomc meafiife, to fubdue it, (be jokingly 
taid, r 

,-■...•* 

, " I fuppafe the roo^cs have taken up tbefir 
habitation in the caftle, and d^ufed the noifes 
you naentioned joift now. '' 

" O, im ma'am, it was not rooks that made 
thofe, noifesj they were too terrible to be madfe 
by rooks. *'^ 

" Well, " replied Cecilia, " whatever they 
were, they aV ill not appear in broad day-light ; 
and, therefore, I think we nriay fafcly purfue 
our journ,ey, v^rithqut fear oi ipeeting ^ay ^ob- 
jeft to frighten us, '* 

To this Agnes aflented^ and they nnitedl^ 
endeavoured to open the dopr, which now im- 
peded their pro^refs r with co.nfiderable difficuf- 
ty they puflied back the rufty bolts that faifleneii 
it, and began flpwly to afcend a dark winding 
ftair-cafe wlpich prefented itfelf before them. 

The gloom of the place, added to the horror* 
of expedlation, confpired to infufe a terror \ntf> 
the mind of Cecilia, which made her half in- 
clined to return, and give up the fearch ; but 
anxious curionty, together with the hope ofef- 
cape, added to the welI-grou;idcd fuppolition 0i 
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foon emerging from darfcn efs into the light of 
day, -Ml iomt meafure fubdiicd her terror, JMid 
ihc determined to proceed. Agnes, taking faft 
hold of hei*, ivas almoft di^ggeii up the (lairf 
by the more courageous Cecilia. 

Their terror v«as, at length, fomewhat abated^ 
by thtir arrival in a fpacious and lofty hall, more 
cfaearful than the fiair-cafe, though a gloomy 
grandeur huHg around it, calculated to infpire 
an involuntary awe. The walls were hung with 
trophies and arms, many of which were Iving 
upon the floor, and appeared to have fallen frana 
their places. The roof, as well as the walls 
exhibited evident marks of decay, and the whole 
fcemed fad tending to ruin. 

Quitting this, they vifited fevefal adjoining 
apartments, in fome of which was furniture, 
that appeared to have been ofice magnificent, 
according to the tails of a former age, bur v^ as 
now in a ftate of ruinous confufion. Defcenrf- 
ing a ftep or two, they found themfevcs in a 
chapel, where, leaking about, they perceived a 
tablet fixed over the altar, with letters carved 
upon it : proceeding inimediately to the fpof, 
there appeared upon the tablet, rudely Carved, a 
-device of two hearts joined, witli the words^ 
•'Sacred to tfie memory of my beloved Antoi- 
nette;'*— the whole appearing to have been ex- 
ecuted not many years before. •Cecilia invo- 
luntarily flied tears at the fight of the infcriptiony 
wliith AgiKS perceiving, cried out; 



f*|La, Mifs, why do you. know, that machn) 
Antoinette, that y9ii cry f o about her?" *• 

" No Agnes, replied Cecilia, as flie wiped 
away her tears, ** let us proceed^" "^ 

Departing from the chapel, they afqended f 
narrow l]:air-cafe, and foon found thenlfetvcs ii^ 
an anti-chamber, where, opening a door, they 
ptered a room, which appeared to have been 
ifurniflied in a mofe modern flyle than thi 
apartments tliey had hithiprto examined. An 
antique table ftopd near on^ of the cafemepts, 
oh which lay feveral' papers, apparently in fome 
diforder. At fight of thfefe Cecilia darted back, 
haflily conckiding fome one Qill inhabited the 
room, and was only gone for a fliort time. In- 
fluenced by this fuppofition, fhe was about t^ 
retire, but obferving the dufl and cobwebs that 
had colle£led about the dbbr, it evidently ajj. 
peared not to have been opened for fome time. 
Taking; courage, therefore, from this circiim- 
ftance, flie advanced towards the table' with 
Agnes, who was now nearly an automaton, 
moving at the wil^ of Cecilia, fof Aje dared not 
advance or retreat alone. 

Thp firft paper that caught her eye proved to 
b,c a letter, which, though covered with duflf, 
and half obliterated, fhe ^ length partly decy^- 
phered : thus it commenced. " Sir, ere you 
receive this, yonr much injured fon will be no 
Cipre ; your cruelty has drivea me to diflraaion ; 
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It Has cau fed the- death of my beloved Antoi- 
nette: it has^— ** here the letter was fo mueh 
effaced^ that Cecilia could not difcovcr the 
meaning of what followed, but at length decy- 
phered the following paffage towards the ena: 
V my purpofeis decided; I will not furvivc 
her; 1 will not longer -live the vi<ftim of your 
infernal injuftice.; already my hand brandiihes 
the dagger that clofes my eyes for ever : I witt 
expire by the fide of the clay. cold corpfe of my 
Antoinette.*' ^ * 

Cecilia fcreamed, and haftily threw down the 

** La, ma'am,** <aid Agnes, " it is a harmleft, 
innocent thing, it won't hurt you/' 

" What, Agnes ?'' faid Cecilia, fomewhat 
furprifed^ 

" Why, the fpider, naa'am, you fcrcaraed (o 
about." 

Cecilia had not perceived the infeft Agnes 
alluded tt), and fmiling ait the interpretation 
put by the* letter, upon the exclamation of 
terror which had involuntarily efcaped her; it 
ferved, however, to renovate hef courage, and 
ihe again took up the letfcr, and endeavoured 
to unfold what appeared to have been writ- 
ten after the dreadful fentence (lie had jufl: be- 
fore read ; but her labour was m vain ; nor 



C(Hild (hedifcfJver any vcftige of^ a naflnc at the 
bottom. This induced her to fuppofe it was ^ 
merely a rough draft of fome letter that ha4 
t)cen ient by the unfortunate writer to jbis father; 

Placing it fl^ain on the table, with m.uch per^ 
lurbation, flie perceived another letter lying 
near it, but which, on infpedtion, proved to h«. 
pniy a blank cover j with fome difficulty {he 
decyphered the nanae foperfcribed upon it, which 
was the Marquis la Grangeneuve. A m.iniature 
Jikewife lay upon the table, which Cecilia ob- 
fcrving, immediately contemplated : but, fron^ 
the duft and dirt with which it was covered^ 
^c could not djitinguifli the features. 

Agnes could not find any thing upon the tt* 
ble to intcreft her curiofity^ and became now 
impatient to depart. 
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" My dear Ma'am," faid {he, " if we don't 
;nake haffe, we fliall ftay here' till it is dark 
igain, and have all the ghofts an4 hobgoblin^ 
h the caftic about us." 

, M Why, have any been fecn, Agnes ?*' 

•* No, Ma'am, but they have been heard 

{dain enough, and I-^m terribly afraid we fhalj 
ee fome of them, if we don't make haftc." 

At this moment the door fhut with confider- 
^ie violence; Agnej» fcf earned loudly, an4 
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feiiing Cecilia fafl-, endeavoured td hide herfcif 
feehind her; Cecilia trembled violenlty, and 
nardly dared to look towards the door ; but, ia 
i little time, (lie recolle<^ed they had left it 
open when they had entered the room,, and 
now did not doubt, from the manner of its 
fliutting, that it had clofed of itfelf. Taking 
courage from this fuppofition, (lie. at length 
ventured to go towards it, accompanied by 
Agnes, who durft not quit her hold ; opening 
the door, though with fome degree of tremor- 
nothing was to be (ttn^ nor had they heard the 
lootfltp of any one. 

Yielding to the importunity of Agnes, Cecilia 
at length quitted the room, but fecretly deter- 
itnined to viiit it again, and examine the remainder 
of the papers upon the table, as the letter ftic 
had read had raifed her curiofity, and excited ^ 
ivifli to know fome farther particulars refpedling 
the unfortunate perlon, who appeared to have 
been in a ftate of fuch diftrefs ; and who, per- 
Jiaps, had been immured a forlojrn prifoner 
within the walls of the caftle. 

Opening another door, they found themfelvea 
Sn a room, which appeared to have been fitted 
Up in a fimilar ftyle to the chamber .they had 
juft quitted. Cecilia went to one of the caTe- 
pients, and oblerved there was an opening for 
ibme diftancc before the caftle; but beyond 
jthat, the foreft extended its branching fummit^ 
;and denied ai^ further profpe^. 
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■' Three bed.chaml>€rs, in the fame mbdern 
fiyle, afterwards paffed in review, when they 
proceeded to other apartments, furnifhed ac- 
cording to the antujue n^anner prevalent in the 
other parts of the caille. 

Agnes began to grjow impatient, 

** Dear Ma'am,** faid flie, ^Met us put off 
©ur further travels till another day^ we can 
come again to-morrow, but it grows fo late: 
do^ pray let us ^o." 

" Wefl, Agnes,'* faid Cecilia, <« we will cn^ 
ileavour to find our way back." 

With this intent, they now retraced their 
fteps : anct arriving at a ftair-cafe, *,' Here is 
the ftair- cafe, Ma'am,^' faid Agiies, with a joyful 
tone, ** that leads to our apartments." 

' " I doubt it, Agnes, I think this k not the 
ftair-cafe we afcended." 

' " O dear, Ma'am, yes it is, pray let us 
roaJ^e hafte.'* 

' ■ " • i ■ ,. - 

^X am afraid you aremiftaken, Agnes, but 
I will defcend with you, as you are fo pofitiye 
about it: at any rate, however, we cannot 
make ka^e,'on account 6f the darltinefs.'* 
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** O, never Biiad, Ma'am, vtre'll grope cur 
way fome how." 

Agnes immediately began to defcend, ai)4 
wiflicd now to have Cecilia behind her ; th^ 
latter follow,ed, and, after groping their way 
with great caution, tfiey »ijired at the botCom, 

''^ Now, Ma'am,** fa«d Agnes, ** we lliail 
ifoon be in,our apartments.'V , - - » 

A giimmeriug li^ht apjjeafed, and Cecilif 
concluded Agnes fifwi bc«n nghc In licr altl:r« 
don, itlatiye tp the ftair-cafe. 

Proceeding in theif w^y, a grate_admitting a 
gloomy iighjt, iaddenly appcaried in view ; and 
f e^re Ceciiia couid fpeak to her cdmpaiiion djf 
the miitake, tbfi Iat(er (creamed vehemently^ 
;|nd leaning upon Cecilia^ trembled in the moil 
violent manner. Surprifed at the event, pccjli^ 
•was about to ^nq^ ire into 'the caiift of Her 
fright : when, jtijrni;ig 'her eyes froj^i the grate^ 
fomething up.on the floor caughj her attention : 
ttnd,j with thP ut.nrwfft horror, (he perteived 
there two Skeletons. Scarcely able to lufipori; 
herfelf, much leis Agnes, flie had fallen to th^ 
ground, had no^ the iiraJii ferved ip ii^pport 
them. ' 

Tot fottie ilvstr they both remaf^ued pearly 
Vnconfcious where they were, and unable to 
move from the damp wall againfl which . they 
feaatv At l^n^h the recoil.^ ioa of Cecilia^ i^ 



toiHe Ai€afu?e^ returned ; and, I^)ofcing fearfully 
around the gloomy apartment, it did not appe^yr 
to be a vauh approprtated for the interment of 
ihe d^ad, as no veftigc of death appeared in it^ 
except the fad remains of mortality, by th^^ 
fight of which they had bpeli fo much aflpnffhej^ 
khd terrified. 

V 

At a lofs to conceive ^hy two corpfcs flhouj^ 
be laid ^by themfelves, upon the floor of thi#' 
apart/nent, {be reiivatined pondering upon tbft 
circumflanqe, till flie accidentally perceived. ft 
piece <tf paper upon the ground, which appear- 
ed to be written upon, lying very near the 
/keletonj for forfte time fiie was afraid ^o ap- 
ptoaob « at length, afluniing courage, fte ven- 
tured to take it frorti the ground, whil(l 
Agnes, who had now recdvefed from, her fright^ 
{}re({bd her to be gone. 

The writing upon the paper was fc;irceiy 
legible, and manv parts of it not to be decy- 
phered; the fifft part, however, of whic/i 
Cecilia could difcover the meaning was, ** you 
know the fecret, take care that the efbtes — " 
fomeihing w.as here obliterated, and again, it 
proceeded, " the death of my f^tjier — '* a paf t 
of the writing immediately enfuing was wholly 
defaced^ and the Whole of the remainder which 
flie could read was, " papers of importance ife 
upon the table in niy ftwdy." 

Cf cilia was new anxious to'develope the my^ 
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tery which thickened around her; tliepa^crfcc 
liad read appeared to be addreffed to fame indi- 
iridual, but to wrhom, fhe could not difcovcr. 
Mow happened it that this ihould have remain- 
ed here for fo mafny years, without meeting 
the eye of the perfon it was intended for : ** pa- 
pers of importance upon the table" roufed her 
curiofity, and (he determined to examine the 
whole of the papers which flie had observed 
upon tr>c antique table ; the innportunate impa- 
tience of Agnes now, however, interrupted 
ler reffe£lions. 

•* La, Ma'am,** faid the latter, " why you 
leem to like to look upon this dreadful fi^f; 
|>ray let us be gone : 1 woold not come here 
again for »11 the world." 

Cecilia had been abfbrbed in a reverie, aad 
nhen Agnes fpoke, was in a great meafure un- 
co'nfcious of the prefence of the dreadful ob- 
jcAj» that had infpired her with fo much ter- 
ror: but the exclamation of Agnes recalled 
them to her fight, and flie haftened to accamr- 
pany her out of the^ fubterranean apartment, 
leaving the paper nearly in the fame place 
where fhe had found it. 

Both now trembled at again encountering the 
darknels of the ftair-cafe, and frequently looked 
back with- no fmaU terror towards the apart- 
ment they lud quieted » 



^€xi^ heavens! what noife was that?'* 
f^ Agties; Cecilia lifterred, and^ with infinite 
terror^ ijpnqied flie heard a foot-ftcp abbve them : 
fcarcely able to pi^ferve herfeif ^om fainting^ 
flic had the prefence of mind ndt to fcream s 
but Agneb, mi>re-thoughtlersr, fcrcanacd toildly, 
and added to the teifror of Cecilia. 

The liattef, hoMrcver, rc^olleffcing herfclf, 
' toiicluded it 'was {ornt oae in fearch oftthem* 

" I fappofe, Agnes/' faid fhe^ ** it is your 
itaafter, 6t toAt one fent by him to lescrch for 
tis/^ 

** O no, Ma'am" faid the terrified Agnesg 
•^ I fanned the gr?at d^or within- fide, tiiat 
fl)^ might not frighten us by coming upon us 
tipa wares ; it is a ghoft, it is a ghoft, Ma'am, 
Oj that I \yas but in my own apartment : whaC 
A.fopi.I was to come here with you, to be 
lightened in this- manner/'' 

".Hud#, AginfS, hu;tfi, for.. Heaven's fake, 
^hp filent, kt us liftep." . Vfith difficulty f^e 
£ienced the ioqiracious Agnes>, an^ lijlcnfd 
again with a confiderabie degree of terror. 

Th$ found ir^s no longer to be, heprd-.^d 
Cecilia bfg^a to ai]tfil?ut§cit ,to th^ ^fkd^ ctf in^- 
gination. 

iiflicning for foiflc trme; atftj hearing no Xf^ 
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turtrof the noite, Cecilia determined to^^eed, 
and endeavour to regain her apartment; Agoes* 
kept fad hold of her, and they groped meir 
v^ay to the top of the (bir-cafe. r 

A new terror now prefentcd itfelf to riicSr 
minds, in the uncertaiuty in which. they, were 
placed, concerning the path they ought to take ; 
Cecilia, obferving the paflagc they^were now in 
to terminate in a flair- cafe, fliortiy, to their right,* 
decided to defccnd it, as (lie concluded it muft 
be that which led to the lower apartments ; 
-Agnes -was too much terrified tohay^ any opi- 
nion of her own, and trembliagly accompanied 
her companion. 

. m 

Defcending this ftair^cafe, they foon fownd 
themfclves m the lower part of the caftle, and 
had ftill another ftair-cafe to delcend, to arrive at 
the apartment of Cecilia: this they found with 
little difficulty, and the door appeared QM 
bolted within-fide, as Agnes had faid. 

They fancied they heard agaSn^ the found of 
footfteps : and, with the utmoft terror, opened 
" the door. 

** You h^d better not bolt it again with- 
* ©tjt,'' fa id Cecilia, *' if iWtit is any one in the 
caftle they will probably' dHcend bf^e,** 

, " Heaven r £?rbid.^.. Ma.'am,'* faM Agne*, ^ 
ihe bolted the* door, , ' "^ 
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** Whyj thereiis anather entrance to the caf- 
tle, I fuppofe," faid Cecilia, '* befides this/' 

" No, Ma'am, indeed there is not, my maftef 
had all the other entrances blockeil up loiig ago.**. 

"And for what purpofc, Agnes?'* 

*'I don't know, Ma'am, upon my word." 
** That's very ftrange." 

"Yes, Ma'ano, you may depend upon iti 
that was one of the ghofts that haunts the caf* 
tie, that we heard." 

**Many ghofts then vifit the caiUef* 

"O dear, Ma'am, I don't know hpw many, 
J)ut the npifes we hear fometimes can't be all 
made by one &hoft." , 

Qecilia fmiled, and they now entered their 
former apartment, which vemained in the fame 
ftate, no one appearing t^nave-been there fincc 
they, quitted it, -whiht not the leaft /noife was 
how to be heard, and iilence reigned through** 
out. 

*V|^ow happens, it, Agnes," faid, Cecilia, 
■ fomewhat furprize^i, "that fuchja iilence reigns 
at this time of the day ?" . 

J^ They are ^11 aflbep, I fuppofe, Ma'am.'* 



' " Afl^cp, Agne?, who da yt^u mean f^^ 

•* My— my — ^inalleT/ Ma'aiti;" fajd Apie 
yathet confufed, " ana the reft of the fcrvamsi 
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iVXuSHWJ upon tW i^ngwarded cxprcffioi 
of A^ncs, add^d to the wild, appearance ar 
rtiyftcrioiis manner of' Beitrand, Cecrlia was ii 
diiced' to^fiifpcft fhaf he way a captftih of a bai 
ditti, who' concealed tlhemfiilves by daV in the 
fubterranean apartmepts, anrf ii?ac(e no6^um 
e<curiions fof the pujfpofe of attack upon- tl 
unwary ri'^vellef*' ^ * 

Thfe fupp6fitn)n' atqtjTi^^ i^rength from cvei 
crrcumftancc; the filockhi^ up tfe enttanceb i 
the caftle, and the mannei' of Berirand's livin 
in tjbefe^ fubt^franeap apartments,, whicK^ froi 
the Ipecimen t>( ii\6{e allotted to: her, 9ppea 
ed to ha>re t^cen^ fitted up for the pU!*^)hfe ; a 
ferved to coafirni the fttfpicibrt of CetiHa,' an 
fliedid i\pt hefi^te^ at firi to conclude, thai b 
fomQ contrivibce he had cabled a report to I 
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fpread, of fupcrnatural appearances in the caf- 
tel, for the purpofe of_*-mor& cffeftuaUy pre- 
Tenting his retreat from being difcoveced. 

-This cOnclufion feemed highly probable, but 
there were feveral circiim (lances that filled her 
with artonifliment, and infpired her with fonme-'^ 
what like a fiiperftitions dread. The interior parta 
of the caflle remaining fo long unexamined, as 
evidently appeared from the ftate of the apart- 
ments, traverfcd by Agnes and hcrfelf, and 
iikewife, from the papers fhe had partly looked 
into upon the table, which had, doiibtlefs, froiti 
their appearance, been there feveral years, was 
a circumftaiice upon which, the more flie re- 
flexed, the more flie was amazed, that Bertram! 
had not, from theimpulfe of curiofity, examined 
the apartments of the venerable nFianfiou, that 
fechided him from the public eye. 

The (kefetons flic iiad with fo much terror 
accidentally perceived, now ruflied into her 
mind, and (he doubted not --they iiad fome 
dreadful and myfterious connexion with Ber- 
trand, which formed the reafon for his fuffering 
the apartments abpve him to remain unex- 
plored. 

■ Shuddering at the conjcfture to which by a 
•train of reflections (he had been led, flie per- 
ceived Agncb, overcome by the terror the latter 
had experienced, fellen into a found fleep : 
bom which| having at length awoke^ and con^ 
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Jl)laming; of wattf of rrfreflimcnl, (he irotnedS 
atdj determined to obtain fon&c for herfeif an<f 
Cecilia. 

The day parted withotrf airy msfterial occuf- 
ftnce, and Cecilia retired to feft with* Agne% 
not' having feen^ noi" hearrf of Beriranrf during, 
the w hole of the day, 

S^trprized at this circumffance, (fee cbntinuei 
Ineditafing upion the ftrangcnefs of her fituation,- 
wliilft Agnes flept foundfy by htr fide, and fre- 
(Juently ftied a teat - when ponrtraying jn fancy 
the grref into which tife family of D'Anterochc 
itiuif have been pliinged at her nnaccountable 
difappearance ; and -freqirently fighed at the Bw 
form of Theodore pafled before her irfjagihation^ 
difplay Mig. the wtmoflr affiabn for hef Ms 

Thef^ unpl^afing meditations were diflurbed 
fey the clangour of arms^, the murmur of fcveral 
voices, and the found of many ^olfttps ; fome- 
tirhat diafmed, (he liftened with coofiderable 
trepidation-, but the founds gradually died away, 
until onfy a confufed murmur was to be heard, 
which, at Icngthj became inaudible, aad ail was 
again filent. 

The fufpicibn that hacf bbfofc arifen in hei* 
mind was now confirmed, and (he r^oubted nof 
that Be^-trand was leading oiit his banditti to^ 
feek for prey. Almoft certain (he was wow ii> 
tfre^power^of a kwlttls capt^n of robbers^ ike' 
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JtftCMne a v]Stm to the mof^*^^ tcwi^c rcjtft ions : 

;iinable,to afcer^in the motives whiq^ induced 
Bei'trand thu s to , detain her^ fear fhrebodcil thf 
Avorft, and the uncertainty wlych hung over 
iiii cpndu6l and intention iucreafed her <ireadj 
thei^e beinjgno obje^ prefentcd to her mind t,o 
present the attainment of which Ae Oiighi; take 
the ncceflary precautions. 

Thus was her ra vnd ctnploy ed un til paft m yi- 
oight, 'wheti a fudden .noife above interrupte4 
the jcain of he,r thau^hts, and lafufed a real 
terror into her bofom| Kllening wiulft jQic 
Scarcely dared to br«athe, fixe plainly diftin-. 
•^uift ed fqotfteps in the fu perior pa»*t of- the 
^callle ; the dai^cneis, added to the hour ,of the 
jipight, ' anci the tale ijie had heard from ^Agnes, 
littfpircd 1 herewith a fiyiperfli^ious d^ead, in. fpite 
of -her incredulity ; the found was gradually 
loft, and though flie liflened with alnioH breatlij* 
^5 attei^tionj \i as-joo loi^r to be Jieard, 

Unable to accoun,t for fo myficnous a ^cir- 

..cumilance, ihe was ufiwilling^to afcribe it ta 

Supernatural means, and remained mufing, tUl 

fit length exhaufted qature yielded to fleep, fron;i 

'\wbicb^c d^d jiotawaW^tiUla^ in the AK>roing« 

K^coUe^Ung fthe papers, a^d anj^iaufly wi,ih- 
-ll^g to,€;(amine the^, though the terror ihe ex- 
jpericnced the prepedin^ ^ight^ sit the iou nd of 
)the footfleps, was fliil impreffed upon her m|nd|^ 
^^c?Ua?lt length concluded J that whatcyjpr }^^^ 
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thccaufe pf the nrnfe would not become an ots!* 
1e6t of terrg,r in open day, and rcqueiled Agnes 
to accompany her, 

** Good Heavens, Ma'am, are you mad, " 
faid Agnes, " have you forgot already what we 
cxpericaced yefterday ?" 

" I.t was merely the ^fFeift of imaginatjon, 
Agnes, we ftiall know better to-day, nothing 
can frighten us much in open day-light ; wHb 
knows but we may difcQver fome hidden trea- 
fure there >" 

The found of hidden treafure immediately 
operated upon the mind of Agnes : *' who 
knows but we may indeed, Ma*am, but iFor 
Heaven's fake don't let us miftake oi^ way o«t 
again.*' 

" No, my good Agnes," faid Cecilia, re- 
joiced at her acquiefcence, "we will tie a long 
piece of thread to the firft door, and taking it 
m our hands, it will ferve as a clue to guide 
usback.*^ 

** An excellent, thought ma'am, let us go^." 

The door ieading to the fuperior apartments, 
was fodn unbolted, and they afcended the flair- 
cafe ; Cecilia was anxioiis to proceed to the 
apartment where Ihe had obfervcd the papers 
^id having found out the ftairrcafe, by meaiis 
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•f wliich thev liad before afcended to it, tney 
found themiielves in the antichamber, with 
which that room <:ommunicated. 

Immediately opening the door, Cecilia haf-. 
tily advanced with Agnes towards the table, 
but what was her fiirprize when flie faw it per- 
fectly clear, every thing that was before upon 
it having now difappearcd ; furprize foon gave 
way to terror in the mind of Cecilia, as llie 
centemplated the tabfe before her ; whilft 
Anges, recoHcfting it had been the day before 
covered with papers, fcreame<f out with fright. 

. " ^ood Heavens, Ma'am, the ghofls have 
been here and taken away the papers that were 
upon the tabic." 

" It muft be furcly Ibmcthing, Agnes, fnore 
fubfhinti^thanaghoftthatconld take away the 
papers which were here w(^en we were Jbflift 
the room/' • . 

" It is impoflibie, Ma'am, that any one cotald 
get into the caflle, for there is no entrance 
whatever, except through my* maftef's apart- 
ments, and by means of the door at the bot^ 
torn of the ftaar-cafc which we unbolted." 

Terrified, in fpite of all her firmnefsf Cecilia 
looked around the apartment with a fear which 
day.light could not difpel, and Ihe felt he^felf 
D 
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io miich the viAim of tinadity, that (lie daitd 
not encounter any further feafch in |he apart- 
ments of thecallle, and preCTed Agnes to return/ 
The latter, who was much frightened at the 
UiyHerious difappearance of (h^ papers, gladly 
confented to accompany her. 

The day ^gain pJ^fTed without anjp material 
occurrence, and Cecilia often adverted in her 
tlioughts to the unaccountable incident (he had 
juft obferved, and frequently reflected with 
fearful aflonjiiliment upon her iityation, and the 
:firange behaviour of B^rtr^nd, who ,^gain did 
iiot appesft- the whole of the day, n6r was there 
liny noife heard in th« adjoining apartments. 

Retiring early to reft, the anxiety of Cecilia'* 
tnind, and 'the fearful expectation of again 
healing the noife flic had witnclkd the precedr 
hig night, long prevented her from- fleeping, 
to which Agnrs feemed equally difinclinea, 
and continued talking about the ghoft that 
tad ran away with thp papers, until the fubje6t 
vas .quite ,^xhaulied, when a filence enfued for 
fome time, and ftUl not the lead noifis wa§ to 
l>e heard io ihe apartment of JBertraud, 

The found of footfteps above, was now again 
heard by both, for Agnes was yet awake, and 
fcreanacd loudly at the noife which gradually 
Approached, and to their inexpreffible terror 

ihey heard the footfteps defcending the ftair^ 
cading to the fiibterranean apartments whi9t| 



ttiy ' ihHffbrml. Agnes nof^ fcftamcd* morii 
IdHiUy, and Cecilia, wkh difficulty, preferv^ed 
heifcif from fainting: rec^lle6tiqg^ however, 
the door at the bottom of the ftalr-cafe wat 
baited, flie menti^n^d the cifciimftanrce'^ for tb€ 
purpoie of quieting the terror of Agnes. 

' '* O aear,' Ma'am, that - don't figmfy, 
they can- come tiwough tli^ key iiole, if th^ 
lilre/' ^' 

* Smiling at tfee erprefSon bf Ag«ek,<^CfccJlia 
could not however coryceal the terror wliich 
herfelf experienced, and to which a IcwJd noifc 
at the door not a little contributed — for fomc 
time they both remained uncoafcious of any 
other occurrence. Cecilia, at tengtb, fame* 
what recovered, when a profound filehc^oow 
feigned throrighont, and the remainisd loil i3** 
conjefttirc concerning the caufe of the flrangd 
noife flie was convinced flic had heard ; fh« 
would willingly have attributed that, as .^ell as 
tlie difappearance of the papers, to fome^perfon 
who had gained admiflion into the caftle; but 
the pofitivc aflertton of Agnes, that there was 
aot any w^y into its Apartments, but by nie^ns 
of the door they had ul'ed, added to the extreme. 
terror of the latter, feemed to forbid the fup- 
pofition, and die was reluflantly half incline^ 
to aflign a Aipcrnsitural agent as the caufe. 

They arofe in the morning, ftill iinder the 
inipreiSon of terror ; Agnes was inclined to be 
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loquacious, but the grave and thoiTgfctfcl <le- 
mcanor of Cecilia induced her to continue S]tnt 
Tile latter li^ving quitted the room to prepare 
their breakfsifl, returned (hortly . afterwards with 
much furprize, and fome portion ' of terrer 
difplayed in her countensnce. 

Cecib'a obferved it, but befdre (he could 
make any requdt, ibe was anticipated by 

Agnes. ' *' • 

♦* O -dear, Ma'aro,** faid the latter, ** my 
mailer and the reft of them are not at^ home ; 
where can they be ?" 

** I don't know^ Agnes ; at what time do 

^ thay^ ufually return hooje.?" . 

^- ** O Ma'am^ fometlmcs at one time and 
fometimes at another, but they are always at 
home at this time : I'm frightened to* death 
about it." 

** Don't alarm yourfelf, Agnes, they- will 1>e 
home, 1 fuppofe, foon.'* 

At this moment the clafliiing of fwords was 
heard, and intermingled groans and loud fhouts. 
' Cecilia fat motionlefs with horror. Agnes 
iicreamed and ran d!ftra6ledly about the room; 
at length Cecilia recollected the door was not 
faflened, and having fecurcd it, (lie again fat 
down*, overwhelmed with terror, and in tremb* 
hng expe^^tion. 



The neife adygnccd aeaw, ^nd fiwjn after 
the clafliin^f fvwrds was heard in the padagff 
a^ijaining iheir room, and fome heavy weight 
Ml agamft the doof) accompanied by a Imid 
lV2in : Cecilia heard no more, her fenfeis wejc 
now completely overpowered, and ihe ^U ta 
the ground without hfe or motion. 

' A confide^ble time, elapfed before 4(he rff 
covered, when at length, opening her eyes, flie 
perceived herMf ^to be flHi in the fame a part « 
n*ent, whM a gentleman of dignilied mie%. 
who af^ared to be a man of rank, fsLt on one 
fide of her holding her hand, and Agney floo4 
before her, appearing to have been making ufe 
of Various appii cations for |he pnrpoie-of re- 
coverings iicr. "r^- 

** I am fony, Ma4iwn," faid di^ flrangei^ 
^ that I have been the eaufe of your terror^ 
bat I wiM Qow tlOBe for it by delivering you 
from the hands oi the banditti, whofe iubt^T 
ranean retreat I have forced, and by whom, I 
underiland from this young woman, ypu wm 
detained a prifoner.'* 

^' Your information,#8ir,'* replied* CeciHa^ 
•* is conir^, and 1 fliall be extrcmdjr indebted 
to you for my deliverance*: may I rcqueft t^ 
koovi^ the name of the gentlcfman J am now 
addrefling?'? ; 

Da 
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^^ 1 am the -Marquk b (^rangeneure/ 
Ifadam/' 

Cecilia fhuddcred and tttrn^d pale : the re^ 
collection of the myfterious circumftances (lie 
liad obferved in the caftle, to which the name 
•f La Grangericuve <cetned to be attached^ dart- 
ed into her mind, and for a few moments Ihe 
^came abforbed in a reverie. • 

Somewhat alarmed, the Marqnis eagerly 
• enquired conceVning her health : ** I am yet, 
•* my Lord/' replied Cecilia, a little indifpofed, 
but doubt not I ihall foon recover.*^ 

"This, Madim,*' faid the Marquh, is 'not 
a place for us t^ fiay in ; permit me to condudt 
you to my chateau until the proper arrange- 
wients can be made for the purpofe of ref- 
toring you to your friends, there I will dcfiver * 
you to the care of the Marchioncfs Is Ofange- 
neuve- who, 1 am convinced, will ufe ercry 
effort in her pdwer to render your rcfidcnce at 
my giandon perfedly agreeable." 

The words ufed by the Marquis, relative t<> 
feftoringher to her fiends, made a deep im- 
preffion upon the mind of. Cecilia, and called 
tip numberiefs painful recolleCiions ; alas, 
thought fhe, I have no friends that 1 wiili lo 
%t reitored to. ; thanking the Marquis, however, 
for his truly polite offer, (lie immediately fig- 
Rified to him her determination Co accept k. 
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Taking her hand, the Marcjtiis lec^her^ 
followed by^Agncs, -through feveral apartmentSj^ 
where the fight of blood upon the floor fre« 
qucndy made her flmdder with ho^^or ; in 
thefe no perfon was to be feen ; at length they 
arrived in a dark winding palTage, where the 
view of feveral men^ with torches in their hands^ 
'made her fuddenly , ftart : her fear$ were foon 
calmed, by the Marquis informing^ her they were 
fome of his attendants. Thefe men now led 
the way, whilft the Marq^ib, Cecilia, and Ag- 
nes tollowed, through a long and intricate paf* 
fage, until they arrived at fleps rudejy hewn ia 
a rock, up which, with fome difficulty^ they 
afcended, when a number of fierce looking men 
appeared before them, well armed ; agaia 
Cecilia darted, terrified at feeing them, but the 
Marquis immediately intimating they were his 
own troops,^ ftie proceeded undifmayifd, and 
with- no fmall joy and exultation perceived her- 
felf to be jreleaied irom her gloomy confine^ 
xnent. 

The Marquis ordered one of his^jryicipal at* 
tendants to place Cecilia /ecurely bfehind him oil 
his. horfe, whild Agnc;^ was feated behind ano* 
ther, and the reft of his followers being fum« 
pioned together, they purfued, their way along 
a winding and mazy path through the foreft,^ on 
4he border of which, after fome time^ they 
arrived. 

Cecilia now fecoUeded the ho/pitable man« 
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fioa of the Count D'Antcroche, the prWeflor 
9f her infancy, >an<i fighitig, eagerly iookedf 
and yet wiflted not to difcover it. The prof- 
pe<5t, however, that now opened to her view 
was perfedly novel, and ihc foon perceived it 
was a dilFerent fide of the foreii to that fhe had 
)>eea accuitomed to. 

The day was. cloudy, which, added to the 
gloom of the foreft, had difFufed a nnelancholy 
over the mi^d of Ceciiia, that entirely indifpof- 
cd her for converfation. The efFc6k upon the 
mind of t[\e Marquis feemed to have been near* 
ly the -fame, for hitherto he had not fpoken a 
word, though he frequently contemplate 
Cecilia with a peculiar tendernefs. 

Purfuing their journey fome ^iftancc farther 
with th$ lame (iience, the mind of Cecilia gra« 
dually acquired more ch^arfulnefs as the beauties 
of nature and the bufyr hum of mea alternately 
attrafted her attention, and fhe frequently ob» 
ferved the Marquis with* feme degree of atten- 
tion. A^dignity was impreiTed upon his coun- 
tenance, and appeared jn his deportment, which 
feemed to befpeak a man of elevated mind, a 
dignity to which his moderately tall figure and 
fuU iliape in fome meafure« contributed ; but s^ 
melancholy was diffnfed over his features, that 
f ave an appearance of foftnefs to what was n«« 
turaliy highly malcufine and boldly, marked. 

' Ihc Bkngt was at length illterrupted by tbe 
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for Marqyls : " I hope, Madam," Md he, «* yW 

?d, are not tired j I have, however, the happinefs 

>f« ta inform yon, that my chateau is at no great 

iw diftan<jf from the foreft we have not Iqpg fincc 

k quitted, and therefore your fatigue will^oon be 

mI at an end/' . • 

^ ** I am ^obliged to your lordfhip,^ replied 

^ Cecilia, ^* I feel but a very flight degree of fa- 

\f } tigue at prcfent, and I have' no doubt (ball be 

fV. able to reach your i^nfion without any ihcon- 

ic vcnicnce." 

a The Marquis feemcd now rather inclinecl to 

d taik: •* You was in a very uncomfortable fitu- 

ation. Madam, in thofe fubterraneaii caverns; 
. he had learnt from Agnes the particular* relative 

to Cecilia's detention. 

" Extremely fo, and I am the more obliged 
to your Lordfliip for my deliverance." 

** I beg Madam^ you will not mention any 
obligation ; I |m extremely happy, that in over- 
• powering a part of the banditti, I was uninten- 
tionally inftrumenta) in delivering you from 
your horrid captivity.** 

The mention of the banditti routed Cecilia's 
curiofity relative to Bertrand, fhe politely re- 
joined to the Marquis's polite addrcfs, and then 
added, " but pray, my Lord, did you kill •< 
take prlfoner the captain of the banditti?" 
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^ ^Oy ftindam, the G^ptaift, t6getlief •vt'iffl 
a number of tin? gang, concealed thcmfelves in 
a part of the foreft, and ehided the vigilanl 
fearch of feveral whom 1 employed for tlje pur- 
jidfe; ifiyfelf, with a number of armed me»^ 
remained (tationed in . a concealed manner^ 
near the mouth of the cave, which we con* 
todetl u^as either their refidence, or led to their 
place of concealment, and there (ovrtQ of the 
wniditrt, cither through ignorance or inadver^ 
tencyv ibon after we had* taken our n:atio% 
made an entry : we immediately commenced an 
' attack, And entered the place with them ; the 
rcfiffande !h-y made was in fhe highcft degree 
defperate-, Co much fo, that we. could not tak« 
one prifoner, but were compelled to put them 
to death, in our own defence ; and I am forry to . 
add, feveral of my own troops were killed aa4 
wounded in the rencounter." 

Cecilia fliitddered at the recital of the Mar4 
^uis, whilft the myfterioui circumftances^^flie 
bad obferved, and the ftrange ^loifes (lie had 
heard in the caftle, together with the con nedion 
they feemed to- have with the name of Grange- 
Beujre, recurred forcibly to her merabry, 

^ The apartment I inhabited, my Lord," 
faid file, ** was beneath in ancient caftle, which, 
from various circumftances, appeared to me, 
when I explored iome of its chambers), to have 
iwnaerly belonged to your Lordihip's family,"^ 
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The MarquiiT, l!arted, but immediately re^ 
coliefting himfelf, aflii h^d a fang froid in his 
manner, and replied, " Tlie- cave at which the 
banditti entered miifl be foii!e vdiftancc from that 
cafile, for I did riot perceive it." 

' ♦ 

*^ Moft probaWy, my Lord, but there ar# 
very ftr^ge accounts of fwpernaturai appear* 
ances and noifes at that caftte, and though an 
infidel in fuperftition, 1 witnciTed fomc eirciim* 
ilaoces there fo fingular, that they have aUi^oft 
(haken my fceptici^hi/' 

The Mafqnjs turned pale, and could no^ 
conceal from the obfervation ot Cecilia the agi- 
tation he now experienced, which flie, with 
fome ai>oniiljrhenlt, pei'ceived, but feemed not 
to notice it. With fome difficulty he alTumed a 
placid countenance^ and laughingly faid, " j 
fuppofeitwas fome trick played by the captain 
of the banditti to keep off unwelcome" visitors.** 
This joking manner ill accorded with Ijis^rew 
vious palenefs and agitation ; and. Cecilia was 
pondering upon the circu^n/lance, when thp 
Marquib announced to her their arrival at tl^ 
'chattau of Gr^ngen^uve, 

By no means forry at the interruption given 
to a converfation that appearjcd likely to termj. 
nate unpleafantly, Cecili^ followed the Marquis 
thi-ough a Ibn^ avenue towards the chateau. The 
melancholy imprefTed upon his countenance 
feezed to \>e increj*led| aQ4 »pp?ar{ng vciv 



48 SPIHIT OF 

gloomy and thoughtful, Cecilia regrctterf fhc 
had ftarted a fubje(§ capable of cauhng fo un* 
pieafaot an alteration, and now remained per- 
ketly iilent. 

♦Having arrived at the hoiife, the Marquis 
alighted from his horfe, and affuming an afped 
fomewhat iHore chearful, politely <?ondii(5led 
Cecilia into a lofty hall, where the Marchionefs 
la Grangeweuve appeared, and affectionately con- 
gratulated her Lord upon his fafety. Wholly 
intent upon her hulband, ih^ had not obferved 
Cecilia, until the Marquis taking her hand, 
^^ Ptrmk me, my dear Louifa,*' feid he, *** to 
introduce to you a young lady whom I have 
refcued from <:aptivity, and to whom I "have 
proiTufed an aiylum at my o^anfion, until flis 

can be rellored to her friends. 

* . . * 

Looking tenderly upon Cecilia, whilft her 
eyes became ruff«fed in tears : "It fliall be my, 
endeavour, Madam, " faid the Marchionefe, 
** to make your abode here as a agreeable as 
poflible/' 

Cecilia politely replied, and^the Marchiouef? 
led the way to a pleafant room, which com- 
manded a full view of the gardens appertaining 
to the chateau, where flie immediately provided 
. lome refrcftiment, and fome general converfa- 
iion having taken place : ." i think, Madam," 
•faid the Marquis, addreffing himfelf to Cecilia, 
J* it is proper your friends ihould be informed 
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of your fituation immediately, that alt further 
■uneaiihefs may be prevented ; if you wilJ fa- 
vour jme with the proper direftion X will fend 
to them.'* 

*' AUs, my Lord," replied Cecilia, "I am 
a friendlefs orphan, an^ know not a fingle per- 
fori whom I can call a relation: friends I have 
and a worth v benefa£tor I have experieaced in 
the perfon ot the Count D'Antcroche, the pro- 
tefior of my infancy, who has been indeed my 
father, but—'* here an involuntary figh efcaped 
her bofom, and a tear fell from her eye ; " cir- 
qumftances have arifen in which the happinefs 
of his Aiture life ;is materially involved, that 
render it improper for me tp return to his hoC 
pitable manfion.'* 

Looking tenderly upon Cecilia as {he fpob?, 
the tear of fympathy dropt from the eye of the 
Mgrchionefs, whilft the Marquis contem|)lated 
hex with enquiring looks, which Cecilia obferv- 
ing, immediately rcfumed her relation, *' Tlie 
Count D'Anteroche, my Lord, has ^n only 
fon ;" fhc fighcd again involuntarily, whilft the 
Marquis attentively obferved her : " and he has 
deftined the Lady Leonora, the only daughter 
?ind heirefs of the Count du Quefne, with the 
confent of the latter, to be the wife of his 
Henri : Henri unfortunately concentered his 
affections upon me, who was only a dependant 
ppg;^ the bounty of his father; 1 cpuld »o.t bc?r 
E 



the thought of making unhappinefs :^n inmate 
of my benefactor's brcaft, by giving encourage- 1 
jnent to the paflion of Henri, to which, alas ! 
1 was too much incUried, and I had ferioufly 
thought of quitting hi> manfion for ever, an4 
flying from a paflion I could not ovcf-cppfic^ 
whei> I was feized by the banditti, from whofi^ 
power yeur JL^ordfliip fo generoufly refcued mc.'^ 

The. Marchionefs could hpt refrain from 
tears ; the Marquis tpok the hand of Cecili^ 
and politely addreflfed her : ** I have npt a dout^^ 
madam," faid he, ^* of your gacerity, the rca*. 
fon which you have given for wifhing to qyit the 
|tianfion of the Count D*Anteroqhe doei infinite 
icredit to your feelings, permit nie to pfFer^o^l 
tny Chatjpau as an afylum indead of that yqu 
vifli, from the heft of motives, to quit, untH 
yQU pan form any ftlarj of coftdii^ that you ^m 
'tyiili to purifue/' 

The intreatics of the Marchionefs bein^ (fin# 
d^rly added to the polity r,eque|l pf the Mar? 
quis, Cecilia, with e;j^preffion8 of fi;ratitujfie ^^ 
joy, accepted tn(? ofer. . 

She was no fooner domeflicated at^^ie chate^ti 
of Grangeneuve, than flie began to think of 
Writing that letter to the Count D*Ai\teroch^, 
livhich it was her inti^ntion to convtcy tQ him^ 

5'n the event of quitting hi^ hofpitable manfion | 
laving cpmmunicated her intention to the Mar^ 
|li^9ijefs^ VjrijQ highly applauded iX^ wUh | 



t*rilt>lthg hixii ziii agitated mind fhc fatiierfelf 
dbi^ *to write* 

A taiT fredtfciifly fell • from her eye, and 
l^ahy a figh escaped from her bofom, before flifll 
d)iJld conclude the tafk (he had inipofed npoi;^ 
Kcifeif. Beginning by . informing the Count 
rtflative to the caufe of her fudden difappear^ 
aace froill hife chateau, (lie thus proceeded. 

** Th6 generous valor of an amiable noble* 
Ihan delivered me frorti ray horrid captivfty^ 
trhder the' pr6te6tion of whole wife 1 now ex-* 
pcrience an honorable afylum, and, much a$* 
Up^» me^ my Loid, to utter what I ani«now 
ftbout to relate, yet the onfoftunate paflion, youi* 
fon has imbibed for me, compel$ me, ^t the 
call of honour ai^ of gratitude, to (|uit for cvtt 
the "hitherto peacefid afyhim your benevolence 
has affofde(i me, and I can only exprefsa wlih 
that the amiable Henri will fooa overcome the 
pfedion Jie has conceived, and become willingly 
United to the no doubt equally amiable obje<^ 
you have deftined to become his wife. It is 
with heart-rending pangi, my Lord, I thue 
tear royfelf from your refidcnce, but my prc^ 
fent habitation muft remain' a fecret.'* 

Cecilia now hefitat^A whether fhe fliould fend 
stny letter to the Count upon thefubjeft. From'' 
the time of her abfencc his family would perhaps 
iifjagine^ that- fhe h«d been -devoured by fome 
wild beady or defbroyed by the banditti, whom 
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it was known infbfted the iDtcrior part of Ac . 
foreft. Why not let them remain under thfs - 
^ippofition, as fhe particularly wiftied to be 
concealed ? But they might Aippofe fomething 
clfe, they might make iome ruppofition injurious 
to her honor, eveA then the miiplaced affeftions 
of Henri would be the fooner eradicated, ima- 
rining he had placed them upon an unworthy ob- 
je<5l. The pride of virtue, however, now ftcpt 
in, (he could not bear the thought that a (lain 
/hould for a moment reft itfelf upon the fair 
fece of her chara<fter, and determined to dif- 
patch the letter, to prevent fuch a conJe6turc 
from gaining the leafi prpbablllty. 

Another obje£k now engaged her attemion. 
The Count, after receiving tWs letter, might, 
under the inftuence of avarice, which fometimes 
too much impeded his benevolence, tell his own 
tale; he might tell a tale to Henri and Emilia 
injurious to her reputation ; ihould (he write 
to Henri hiftiietf, that would only ferve to in- • 
creafe his affection ; (liould fhe write to Emilia 
as well as to the Count, and inform her affec- 
tJonate and amiable friend of- her reafons for 
quitting the chateau; this feemed advifeable, 
and fhe immediately determined to carry it into 
cifeft. 

A letter was written to Emilia, (illed with 
expreflions of friendfkip, which bet>ireen them, 
had been tender and unremitted, and containing 
the fame fiatement as that . intended for^.t^- 
Count. 
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• A' Schwit; with<jut a livery, was 'no^r dif- 
jwrehed with the two letters by the Marquis^ 
tft'ttie hoirfc of the Coant D^Antcroche, wha> 
M^ riot lime ai awf very ^reat diftaacc from the 
cimteau of Grangeneirve^ but ^ ehocrgh to 
prcvtfnt much imimaGy frbtn taking place be^ 
twt^h the tv^o^tniiles, even had the owiier of' 
tke latter lefidence been indiii<e4fo femHiarity, 
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iWiofe nfifta:^ avtot^'iiritf 'Wttfevol^rtce by-: turiii» 
fti^ndeMtdr IM^'^ ^ advaAted' ii» ytars^^ 
^e ^ idtmet tmhappily^ ^in^ tod^ itmck tb^ 
tfdcn«afncfy ;• Hi ^ ddpdtitnetft ap^J^ired- haughty^ 
ifed* his' coBftt^nance* tiftralfy difjirfayed a ftient 
feriofefn^fs, which fS^metf-to^' thbftf who were 
lidt^irftlni^ wfthf-him,^ tso- forbid- all famiHrfrfi 
ty; but amongft the fmail dfid^ v^»5r>^lirt^t«d 
circle of, his friends, he was generally chearftti 
ittd cdmlefeicjltive; -, "^ ^ ■ ' \ 
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Henri^ lib fon, was of an open an4 S^^^ 
rotis * difpofition, too apt to be warm and im» 
petuous, but a ftranger to the meaner paffionsj 
his form was noble and commanding^ and hi» 
character for courage well eftabliflicd. Emttlsi 
was of an amiable difpoifition and phcid tem« 
per, though fometimes apt, like her brother, 
to be too hafty, but generally benevolent ani 

food ; withont many prelcnfions to beauty, 
er countenance was highly agreeable, and her 
eyes difplayed a mild lullre, that rendered her 
infinitely *iiiterefting. 

Cecilia not being returned af a late hour on 
the night when Ihe was feized by what was in 
reality a banditti, commanded by Bertrand ; the 
Count, who conteiY^plai^ir ' b<r ^ with pateraal 
afl^Aion, became anxious for her return, whilft 
Emilia was highly alarmed for the fafety of her 
friend ; and Henri diiplayed a continued QlK*^ 
^afinefs that cavtght'the aftentio^ q{ his hth^^ 
mid ad<|ed to the ^o^ietyu^e h^ began :<tofiBd[, 
pa account of Cecilia^ an anxiety of anoth^r^ 
mature, as he now clearly perceived what he 
had befone Ibmewhat fufpeifted, that his foa 
had conceived an affe^ion for Cecilia, which 
Bijght become an infeparable obilacle to.thii 
marijage he had, long Ipoked forward ;to witli 
eager cxpe^tiop. ; 

Day had been long f^anifhed, . an^ Emilia^ 
imagining her friend had met with fome fatal 
accident in tbe forcA^ yept stf the conje&ure* 



HenA paced the rooifi with wildnefs and dif« 
. tfa£lidn in his looks, wliilfi hii manner ab- 
fgrbed the attention, and roufed the anger of 
the Count, who, furious at the defeat which 
his darling projc^l was likely to experience, 
now wiihed flie might never return,, and fcarce* 
ly gave a faint a^nt to the propoiitipn of HeiirV 
to go forth and feek for her. 

Henri, however, perfifted in his iiitention, 
and the Count ^Lnowing not how to deny his^ 
confent, ordered a troop of fervants to s^Qom*> 
pany his fon in the fearch. 

Leading the domeftics towards and mto th& 
fbrefl,..it was there Henri concluded ihc had 
doubtlels wandered. They proceeded forward 
amid the. gloomy receiTes of the. woods, ^an4 
frequently called aloud Upon the name of Ce- 
cilia^ but in vain, Cecilia being at this time 
con^np^ >a ^^6 fubterreneaa apartments of tbe^ 
caftle. ., 

The fearch was, of courie "unfuccefsful ? 
6ut Henri could not be peEfuaded to return: 
he called diflradedly upoi^^r name, and de-» 
dared his iiUention oij^^veriing the whoI& 
of the foreft in fearch ot her. The ^omeftica 
were alarmed for their own fafety, a^ well a» 
that, of their young tord,- and declared' their 
unanimous and £rm determination immediately. 
to return j Henri was obftinate, but the do- 
ineftica were eq[u;illy pertinadouss. and ^ 



length,' partly by the hopdefsmefe of tlie at-^ 
teVhpt^ and the certain danger w4iich \^oul<f ' 
a^fciid his purfuing the fearch alane, be' was* 
iftducdd to bend his courfe hortte^^l:d, but* fire-' 
<|&ently wtmU Aiddenly flop, and looking wildly 
arbtrnd him, declare his determl nation to retiimt* 
andreeoft^ii^ CeciUa^ or p^rifh in the attCrtipt* 

With the utnaoft . difficulty the icrvAnts per- 
feaded hhn to proceed tON^airds his- honic^ 
i¥tf\\R the Ctfurit, his father,- alarirled at his^ 
lc^fta)r^, began'' to imagine he too had nnet' 
with iome fatal acCidetit, and betame almoffi 
frantic at the fuppofition ; he was upon the 
fknnt 6( rfffhing wildlir forward at the he^d 
df another large iroop^ of domeftits, whobr 
lfe» had :coiHcftM together in' fearch of hii foit,- 
lichen lights- appeafW at fome d?ftaike .toward!^ 
the forefts -abxicyuffy looking (drwird to the- 
ftot,' he diflfngttifted fbfrfe of' his dbmelHcs, 
mti C6\M not? perccrrc hisf' Ton.- The conjee^ 
ture he had formed relative ^o his unhi{jj^ 
fate feeoK^i to be conftrmcd, an^ diftraftedly 
le roffifedi tbwatds thehi ; hU fofr, howcYer^ 
Be'^frtotf difcfovti^d' in the' nSidft of the ^teri- 
dWtts': but, irt'a*llate hwd^ering lipan niadnfeft; 
tfhat' filled th6 nWnd' of itk CoteiA vi^ith gtirf 
^d ihdf^natif^. , 

AtrWihgy at IdfgtH' afftogahw atffic* .cBaS 
fH&ti^of D'Anterbche, Emtlra, wWoft fpirits had 
bfeen buoyed up by the hope of Cctilia's rctiirit, 
jbo feofn pdrcthrtd'fitc had' nbt bedi fytftvdp 
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smd preiaging the nioft fatal accidents, funk 
under the misfortune, and fell fcnfelefs upon 
the £oor* 

Summoning affiftance to his daughter,' the 
Count conducted his fon to his apartment, and 
^pointed fomc domeftics to -watch over hiai, 
-which fcemed abfolutely necefTary from the. 
wiidnefs of his manner. He now began feri-. 
oufly to refledt upon the circumiiancc that, 
had occurred, and doubted not that Cecilia, 
had either fallen a vi6^im, or become a prifoner 
to r the banditti, whom he had often heard in* 
fcfled the forcfl, and to prevent any fuccefsful 
attack from whom he had maintained his houfe 
conftantly well guarded. The thought that 
they might extort from her an account oi t^it 
property he kept in the chateau, firft oc€uire«l 
to his mind, and he inftantly ordered a double 
guard to be placed for the night, for the purpoie 
of preferving Ills manfiou from any hofiile 
attempt. 

This bufinefs, for a fhort time, withdrew 
liis attCMtion from his children, more particu- 
larly his fon, whofe half dillra^ed flate now 
recurred to his memory with redoubled force: 
it pained him to excefs, but the darling object 
of his mind, relative to the marriage of Henri 
to the daughter of his friend Du Quefne, kept 
faft pofleflion, and he felt a fullen joy at the 
fudden difappearance of Cecilia; the afFe<^ioo 
of his fou for thai amiable maid, had exhibited 



itielf lit- coldtJrt'too vivW th he' tfiiftakctt, aiifSt' 
hfe' now* hoped frbm htt* abfencfe, which he tba' 
furcly wi filed to become permanent, tfiart It* 
Vrould fade in.td indifference, and a pew direc* 
tibrt might then be given to his pkffions. 

Tfie night pafted' vlrithotit the d^rehendecF 
ifhack: Emilljt recovered' from her fwobnj butf 
itthaincd wfeak and langiHd* The; indifpofitiotl^ 
df Henri irtcreafedi and a ra^ng fever at lertgttt^ 
ffezed him, and reduced the Count hirtifelf t& 
a^ flate' bordering upon difli-^ftidti, for the liffe^ 
erf his fon wai evidently in danger ; medical^ 
Jrffif^ance was procured,' and the crifijj of hi^ 
fcvtr was waited for* by his fsither with the moflf 
afi^xh)us fblicitude« 

; Henri' became drfinowd, and trt^entW^ 
ill' the tendereft manner, called upon Uecilia? 
tfte Count -w^afrchi^d over him with a care truly* 
Jfetwml, -btrt fcfartely^ could ^ bear to remain iif 
the room whilft his fon thus tenderly called' 
upon the name of Cecilia. 

The- cnfti of th^ lever' rapidly arrived, and 
IM^ hhn flfll fnrvivirig, but in a- ftate' of the 
iitmolt weakriefs' J it was foon after this, whilff^ 
the Courtt'was watching aiixioufly by tl!^ fide 
of his fon, who had juft fallen afleep, and had 
cWered himielf not to be difturbed, that a 
iftefTellger arrived with the two letters, and 
Haflily giving them to a donieftiC| fwiftly de^ 
jfftrted* 



^la^cciymg the letters to be direSed to th© 
ll^oiint ana the Lady Ennilia, the fervant did 
pot dare ,to difturb |he former, in contradidioii 
to his cjcpreft orders, and imjUiBdiately carried 
4hcm 'to JiTlilia. Cecilia paving requeiied tl^e 
JMarchionefs to direct them that the hand-writ- 
ing might not be Jtnown, the latter could nqi 
jdifcover the haQd-wtiting of any >one ibe kaeijr, 
aivi was .rather furprized to iie them direft^ 
^y the feoie .hand; not knowing bowcyqr, 
whether l;hey were of confeqvie^ce pr nojjt, fl^ 
immediately A'^pt to H|§i^ri'3 ^r^a>ent, and 
foftly .entering, ilipt into the Count's hajyi 
the Icttei" direSed for him, and iifn^fijiU^teiy 
Retired to her pwn, to read that which^ &^ 
){ie fpperippptipni ibelp^jgcd ti? Jierfelf. 

* Joy, furprife, and gri^ alternately prepori- 
•derated in the mind ot Emilia, ^s fhe read the 
-fetter of her affe^ipnate and mu^h cfteemed 
friend: ihe Rejoiced with heartfelt pleafure at 
her fafety, but was extremely aftonifhed at htt 
recital of the affection of Henri bping unfqrtu- 
nateiy placed upon h|erfelf, in contradii6t}on to 
the exprefs wiih and ardent defire of his fatheri^ 
for of that Emilia had never thought. The de- 
termined refohnion difplayed by Cecilia to quit 
-jFor ever the chateau of the Count, and the im«» 
penetrable fecrecy with which ftie veiled hey 
♦prefent refidence, filled the mind of the amiable 
femilia with ^the mod lively regret,, whilft thp 
iioblcnefs of the motive which aftuatcd hjar 
friend, incfeafed her cft^em. and drew hitf 
fl^fcrtph^f hearty "^ ^ " '" '^ 
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' The emotions of the Count were very dif- 
ferent; an angry grief, at what he denominated 
the mifplaced afFecflions of his fon, had takei^ 
poiTcifion of his mind; and the letter he nou^ 
read ferved, in fome meafure, to encreafe it, by 
difplaying inc certainty of what before was 
'.merely conje^ure, though wearing the face of 
probability, whild it afforded a joy^ but a ]oy 
very different to that experienced by Emilia^ 
The Count rejoiced at her departure ; atnd though 
the amiable franknefs with which flie difcloled 
the motive of her. condu6V, and the gratitudp 
toward her benefia6lor which aftuated her breafV^ 
excited an intereft in his mind, arid fenced him^ 
'in fpite of himfelf, to acknowledge her worth, 
yet avarice gained the afcendancy, and he deter* 
mined, as Cecilia too furely fuppofed he would^ 
to give his own reafons for her difappearancfi, 
and endeavour to eradic^tp aji affection for hqr 
from the bread of his fon, by difplaying her as 
. wholly unworthy of his love. 

Henri rathff declined than , amended in Jiis 
health, and the phyficl^n who attended hioi 
foon difcovered thatfomething h.ung heavy upon 
his mind^ retarded hi^ recoyery, and even en« 
dangered his life. This circumftance he toc^ 
an oppo.rtunity tp mentipn to Emilia, who knew 
too well the c^ufepf ^er {brother's indijfppfitipji^, 

Emilia immediately determined to afTure her 
brother of the fafety and health of Cecilia, as 
ihe doubted not h would have a bene^ci;^ p^^^ / 

,/ 
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Seizing the opportunity of the Count's retiring 
for a (Ixort time from the chamber of his fon; 
ftie repaired to the a4}artment. 

" My dear Henri/' faid fhe, " I have news 
to teil you^ that,* perhaps, will contribute greatly 
to your rccov^y I" Henri now liftcned with * 
eager expectation. "Cecilia,** continued h]& 
fifter, " as fhc^ returned ?" enquired Henri,^ 
fifing with eagernefs. " Don't be fo impatient,' 
brother, Cecilia is fafe and in good healtli, hut 
vherc (he is I cannot inform you, for of th^ I 
am myfelf ignorant ; but this I muft tell you,^ 
(lie has fignified her intention of never again re* 
turning to this iioyfe.*' 

The knowledge of Cecilia's fafety and good 
health difFufcd a chearfuinefs over the counte* 
nance of Henri, to which it had long been a 

rnger ; and though the lad words of his Jlifter 
fdme meafure clouded the joyful profpe6l^ 
yet a myftery hung over what (he had faid, 
which ferved to employ his mind, and added to 
the undefined hopje that now danced before his 
Imagination, of again meeting her, wrought a 
perceptible change in his (ituation. 

Emilia quitted the room, having firft enjoined 
fecrecy upon her brother, as to the informatioa 
(he had imparted to him, and the Count fooa 
after returned, who, ignorant of his daughter 
faving been there, or ^ven of her haying re* 



cjeived arty letter from Cecilia, witneiffed, with 
the tifrtioft furptize and joy, the alteration in 
the ftate of Henri, who now tapi'dly recovered, 
and foon experienced a complete reiloratioj) of 
Jifis former health. 

Thinking it t^ould now have any injurious 
dfea upon hfs fon's health, the Count deter. 
Khind to carry ?nto cilFeft thc^fdiertie he haid 
propo&d to hlmfelf relative to Cecilia. 

^* I libpe, rtenri" faid he, " you have now 
Itearly forgdtteifi the loft CeciiiC' 

" Why do you hope it, tkV* 

«* Becaufe^" implied 0ie Count, <* ihe ts uiu 
lyorthy any farther thbught," 

"Good God, Sir I 3toipoffibfe1 She fi3itt\$ 
tancbt !'* 

« She has ^ui(t«l my houfe,'* cofitihucd tl^ 
^ount, "under circumftapces which 1 cannol 
at preferit eicplain, but which fort?id my doo!^ 
from being a|;am bpencd to admit hcrj^ 

ilenri returned no anfwer, but remained abk 
fprbed in reverie, pondering with much fuiprift 
upon what his father had wid, compared with 
^hat his fifter had imparted to him witt^ (o 
WMj?h ^|>parcm ^y 'an4 fa^sA^igfl, 



fnformation had caufed, but ttill.lioping a fu» 
V;fition of her unworthinefs would bani (It froii 
Jf' VwAof Hwi evefy c^pnMt P^ ^flfeajpri^ 
v?^ V-un^ foon after quitted the 1:00m, IcaVi^ 
fum to ^\^ refleaip^is. i. , . 

Unable to i^jietrate the tpyftcry wliicti (ecme| 
fa h^nj roun.o ,\iie fucWen difappearaQce -^ 
Ccctlia, Henri xK.*^n\ined to enquire of hp 
fiftcr, who feemed tc, be well informed upon 
.|h^ fubjcra.. ^^%t to rgaia ^om^ ipf<>f?ia. 
* tion relative to his beIovc^. 'Occjlia, yet fearing 
\fy heajT fomething injurious td her chaira^ftefrJ^ 
befitated long, but ^n ardent defire tg obtain a 
c^ain account of her ovcrcanri'e i^very othej: 
confider^tiou, and« h^flening to hi^ (i(ler*$ a- 
parjment, he rclate^tq hef the words of th^CIouu^, 

Jturppfe depicted itfelf 19 flrong colours \% 
the countenance of JSmilia, at what her brothef 
had Taid, and indignant at the afperfiona 
tlvown upoa the c}iai»a<fter of her friend, fli« 
was half inclined to fliew him the letter vy hicii 
Ib^ciiia h?i^d fent to ha^ checking herfelf, I10W- 
^veir» ?R this, file without he(itation replied 
** She U undcferving, brother, of fuch injuriy. 
x^\^\ cenfure; fhe h^s quitted the chateau, nev^ 
more to return, but her cha|:a.£ler is j^tlef^ 
^nd vfithout blemiib*" 

** Never more to return, Emilia ! an4 what 
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fitabfe roof, and where, my dear Emilia, is^flie 
|on<?" » 

^" As to the place of her prefent reGd^^^ 
Henri, 1 cannot give yon the lead infom*-"**" » 
»»cl «s to the caufe of her quilting th.-^^'^^^^» 
i will not,, for very important res^^^^> *'^ ^^^ 
information I can give you ccv'<^^*'"'"g. ^cr i$ 
what I before ftated, that Ihc ^ ^^^ ^»^ ^^ Z^^ 
health." 

Henri began novr pf fufpeft the reafon of her 
.abfenci, as well a? ^hc caufe of his father's eii- 
deavpur to- prejudice him againft her ; he knew 
of the m^riag^ defigned for him, and contem- 
plated it vitn difguft; whilft in the warmth of 
youthfoi expeftation, he fondly imagined his 
fat he*- would facrifice fuch a fcheme to his bap. 
pinefs, and refted upon parental afFedlion in the 
tppes of pofTeffing Cecilia as a bride, inftead of 
Dccoming united to the Lady Leonora. ^ 

Imagination now bufily employed herfelf, and 
h^ doubted not his father Iiad been the canfe <4 
Cecilia's departure from^tbe chateau, for the 

f>urpofe of carrying into execution his favourite 
cheme. Dreading the thought of an union 
which he detefted, and' anxious to difcover, if 
^>offible, the concealment of Cecilia, he re- 

S[uefted permiffion of his father to travel- for a 
ew months, for the recovery of his health. 

The Count was fomewhat puzzled by Vh 
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Jkb).H teqi^j as fom^ ^u fine/a of confe<|i9[enct 
lirould vox parmit hitnfrff to accpnripa^ny him. 
The rtquegp buwcYfTi w^ fp re^fopabk, k^ 
kneiv not how to refufe it ; and hoping it WQU^ 
have the cfFe6t at once of reiloring his ti^alti, 
mtA rmdkatiBg his ^iffleidi^Q for Cecilia, thi 
Co^^ g^ve lus peimiiEon, and Henri prepare^ * 
iie^ depakfture, fecarttJy deterrpining to ufe evefy 
cSo9t kt \ht purpofe ^1 di&oreriiig Cecilkt. 



CHAPTER V. 



I 



T S BOW time to retnm 1^ ^ ehitean of 
the Marqub I9 Ofangcnei^ where all iira« 
harmony between the ^quis^ the Man:hiqiie&9 
and their viiitor, thot^ mne cireiunftancet hjit 
occurred which ex'^^ furprife in the mind ot 
€6ciHa. The Marquis was gcseralii^ p«nfive 
tad nfielaitcho^i and Tt*y ieJdonti eEfeilanrated by 
xYv^rMticA or vivacit]^. He ^pp^red tq delight 
ip Dijil^in^ his tenants atid tlie peafantiy happ^ 
around him, but at the fame tone avoided all 
focial interceurfe, except with his wile and 
Ce(^) and frequently an auftcie gfeom would 
I * 
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ovcr/pread his countenance and dtvntra6^ Kit 
brow, which feemed to forbid all frieAdly ap- 
proach, aiid indicated a mind ill at eafe withia 
keif. 

Attentively obferving the deportment of the 
Marquis, Cecilia found herfelf at a iofs to ac- 
count for the peculikrity oPhis manner. Ikte 
countenance of the Marchio^iers was likewife 
tinged with- melancholy, but it was fcarcely per- 
ceptible, and eafily loft in the vivacity (heolten 
affumed, apparently for the purpofe of diffipat- 
ang the melancholy of her Lor4, in which (he 
frequently fucceeded, and, by her tender alB- 
duities, when he was plunged in thofe fits of 
gloomy fterlinefs, .happily reftor^d his brow to 
Its ^nted fereuity, . ^' 

The Morchionefs and Cecilia were frequently 
alone togetft^ and the latter fometim^ veli^ 
t^red at an enotq^votir to ftart the fubje« of the 
Marquis's pecuiiaftvy of manner, but finding it 
^cau^aufly avoided by ^»^ former, fhe determined 
to remain a filent and Upbtrufivc obferver. 

The attachment of the Myquis and Maiu 
chionefs to Cecilia daHy ineK^fed, and at 
: length, not long after the arrival «>€ the latter 
at the chateau, when they were aU ii^tiag toge- 
ther in the room next* the garden, whisK fhe 
had been firft introduced, and Jwhich was the 
.&vQurite root% of both jthe noble ow^ers^ the 
M^chionefs thus addjrefled her ; 



^' " My dear Cecilia," faid fhCj ** the refem- 
blancc of your fwcct difpofiiion and amiable 
manners to my deceafed » daughter powerfully 
interefts my mind, as well as that of the* Mar* 
quis. We arc now childlefs, and if .you have 
no objeAion, we will adopt you as our daugh- 

^iter, ihflead of the amiable girl we have loft ;*^ 
at the fame tinnc tenderly taking the hand Of 
Cecilia, who, turning her eyes fuffufed in tears 
towards the Marchioiiefi, thanked her in words 
fcarcely to be articulated. The Marchionefs preiTcil 
her to ter bofom, whilll the Marquis feized her 
hand, and, in the moil affedionate termS| hailed 
her as his daughter. 

They lived together with the utmoft harm©- 
ny for a'lliort time longer, when one morning 
the Marquis returned home, after a foiitary walk 
•towards the foreft, of which he. was peculiarly 
tfond. with much terror imprefled iTpon hh 
coumenance, and extremely indifpofed. The 
Marchionefs and Cecilia perceived him walking 
towards the chateau with a ftep now hurried, 
.and looking frequently behind him, and now dow 
and meafured,. apparently inimerfed la a de<|i 
reverie. 

. Sighing as fhe anxioitfty ^contemplated, .his. 
unequal progrefs, *' I fca^p^! Cecih^i* faid the 
.Marchionefs, "that tbefe frequeht fits of me- 
lancholy and abftraAion wUl difordcr hk ioteW 
leas/' - 
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** I fear it top. Madam," replied GeciIUr **1)U! 
•fooaething extfaerdinary furety rouft bav* hapl- 
|iened- to day, to produce fiich ftraage condud 
in his Lordfhip; I never, at leafi, o^ferred ii 
•before.*' 

• « Nor did I,'^ fiiid the Marchionefs,'lwt h< 
f^ becomes w^rib as ke advances in years." 

At this* niamrnt ifie MafC|%ii& eirtered the 
chateau, and immediately retired to his library. 
'The Marchbnefs and Cecilia were botji unealy 
nt whs^t they had perceived in his CQndu£|y ^nd 
proceeded thither immediately, for the purpoii: 
of foothing his' perturbed fpirit to reft. 

Arrived wkhin^a fiiort diftance of the Hbr^fji 
door, it was opened, and the Mar<}uis haftened 
out of it^ pale, and in a ^tfi of extreme agita< 
tion. The Marchionefs and Cecilia were beiti 
-leally alarn^d at his appearance, and tht ibi^ 
^ner eagerly enquired i{ he was well. Intenl 
upon the operation of his mind, the /Marquh 
liad not till new perceived tbeoi, and ftarted a( 
<fiie quefiioa teodsily mteM^ t>y his wife. 

.** I am taken fuddenly ill, replied the Mar 
iqiilsl^ ' The'Marchibiiefs immcdiateiy ?d v^need, 
r«nd tend^y takings one of his hands, and 
Cecilia tiie othe^ they .gently led him into his 
£aiiOi»ite loom. Starting at the entrance, and 
wildly looking tpwai'ds the windows, the Male 
fuis haftily ikid, ** Do thefe overlook the foreft i*[ 
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' Alarmed at the wiWnefs of her hufband's 
manner, and furpriff^^ at his queftion, the Mar- 
chioncfs immediately replied, " No my dear ; 
they overlook your own gardenb." 

' Suffering himfelf to be led into the room, ai 

foon as they were feated, his wife eagerly and • 

arixioufly euquirtd into the caufc of his indit 

pofition. 

^ • •* * - • 

" O, my L'ouifa," replied the Marquis, with 
horror in his looks, " I ^have feen a dreadful ap- 

{)arition in the foreft, and 1 cannot flay h'erc any 
ongcr. ^ 

The Marchionefs and Cecilia witneflecl his 
words with amazement, and concluded his in- 
telle6ls were certainly deranged. He continued^ 
however, , 

** L|t us ^depart immediately, my love, fot 
my chateau in Normantiy; 1 cannot (lir out of 
this houfe till we commence our journey." 

' Looking at her hulband with enquiring eyes, 
the .Marchionefs Was at a lofs what to think of 
his conduct, whilft^a number of circumftance$ 
recurred to the recolledion of Cecilia, which, 
added to the prefent terror and flrange aflertion 
of the Marquis, gave rife to a convidlion of 
feme myftery hanging over the family; but the 
impoflibjlity . of develpping its mazes, caufed 
fome dread in her mind, and (he ihuddpred at 
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iKft iMMc^nfd 'fowcthii^ that GHei her will 
moft unple«Uant f(»;iiatioa^ 

* Perceiving t>i^ iarprize^ mitw^^led with fi 
what of terror, with which his wire con 
lbt94 Wnm* thc^ IVf^quk i|nfnc4iMtly ^(Hir 
• (er wbh more calmnefs in hi$ mann^. ^ 
mt^ my loye, eivQiiWe i^ifeo tfec caijfe of roy 
ror, but oblige me by accompanying me tie 
cha^au in Normandy^ for I afTure* you I can 
lWi> np iwigtr." 

<* I ^U ac<jQmj^w?y ym wl^^ftver jjon pi 

faid the Marchionefs, with the uti^oil t^c 

nefs." 

'/ 

' Seizing \»t toid^ he tfnderly preflisd it t 

|IP8. 

" Have you any objeftion, my Cecilia," 
the M9fChioiief|» ^^ to the prokp^MtoijoA^rin^y 

HirbeftQ a|^%b©(i m 9» prQfaaii4 Tcyeriej ; 
sow returning to the contemplation of the 
j^i b^fefe Hef, at t^. M^r(;lHo^e&*$ ^ 
CeciJm imnnedi^iely i^jjicd^ <♦ \ ^^ijl ^c^<?nij 

The eageriieft «f the M^r^insi tQ^ep^rt, 
played itreff in an unc^afi^g anxiety, vrhiU 
ttecffl&ry pr^pAratioiis we^e ms^iog, which 
burned with th^ ntcnofi pofiible fapi4itjF. 



iiK}eav&iirhij, "by 4i ^oftdnual rotitid of em« 
ployment, to banifti from her mkid the impreft 
fiona made* upon it. by the amiable Henri, Cecilia 
harf in iomt nteiifuf e tepiid the klbdn^Ks of the 
Marehi0ftefs'by a coiittfl^c^ affiduity, dhd frew 
Quently mateti^lly added hei- infallies'6f vivaC^ 
t^', inftcrmin|led ^'ith tender attentioAs, bj^ 
Vliich the MJfrqim Mras recatled from thofe fit* 
Of melancholy abfttaftidn to whidi he tvas to* 
often futajeft. 

The inttfvafc bf lifcrtime the had fillca x(p bf 
fli^tving, teadiiig a thoice coileftion of boolSj 
die Mafquts^s library contained, atrtl "widking in 
the groiTnds appertaining. to the chateau, fome* 
tftnes atone, btft mote freqrttntly Ift compny 
Mth the BfetcWonefs, to^-whom ftie woolcf fre- 

Sie^ity 'e>^patiafe, with artlefs fimplic?ty, on 
e ttatutal beatfees arpund'them, w^hilfl the 
hitter wo\ild Men with defep attention., tintil her 
^ eyes tttcame TirfftifM m ttfaifs, and traitching 
Cecilia in her arms, would prefs her to her t^- 
Ibm w^tli tender ardout, cdlihg her by the en. 
iksiitg name of d^ghter, jiift fo 'Wzs het 
decea^ daughter accuftbmed to talkV^'^^hea 
WaI0ttg Wfdi Iter inr the fame matmfer. " 

Ewployed tn Ms manner day after day, Cerfliii 
contrivtd to forget her flenri, but in thfc foKru(}c 
6f Ate nigjhtj whifh no ejcternal objeft temahnfeS 
to draw aMe *hct attention, his image l^tutnctt 
to her imagination, painted !n jtll the i;h>wln 
i;jl»U» Of ^Jcrve, an4 tf^fietitl^ }i€j^i\:tt tlol4 ' 
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bad obtained, in fpite of crtrf exertion to l»a* 
niik it from her mind. 

Unable, though poifelTed of confiderable 
Prcngth of mind, to prevent the return of thefe 
ijenfations, ibe defired her faithful fervan! Agnes 
to ileep with -her, hoping her continued chat 
would ferve to prornote ileepf and baniih un« 
pleafant recolleftions from her memory. This 
in fome degree fucceeded, and tliough Henri 
would fometimcs intrude unbidden into her 
fxiind, yet it was but feldom, and fhe began to 
congratulate herfelf upon having entirely oyer-* 
come her afFedtion. The journey Ihe Was now 
however called upon to commence, recalled him 
to her imagination with redoubled force, and, 
retiring to ner room t# make the neceflfary pre- 

Earations, fhe perceived with forrow that grief 
ung over her mind at the thought of leaving, 
at fo great a diflance, -him who was (lill, in fpite 
of her exertion, the objeft of her affecftions. 

Night came on before (he was properly pre* 
pared for the intended journey, and a fervant 
announced fupper. With much melancholy flie 
proceeded to the apartment .)vbere the Marquis 
and Marchipnefs were waiting for her. The for- 
mer was more calm, but a wildnefs was ilill vrfible 
in his eye, >yhich Cecilia could not contemplate 
without tcrrpr, whilft a pen^/enefs Qverfpread 
Ihe countenance of the Marchionefs, that was 
but ill concealed by an aflTumed vivacity, in 
ivhich Ceciliajoined, though jierfrlf the prey of 
Ipiotioiis of forrow and regret* 
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The Marquis having announced his intention 
of Qommencing the propofed journey early on 
the following morning, taking with him a few 
domefticsy and leaving the remainder to follow 
fliorlly afterwards, the Marchionefs made no 
objeftion, and Cecilia immediately aflTented. 
They foon after feparated, for the purpdfe of ob- 
taining reft previous to commencing their joHrney. 

Cecilia proceeded to her apartment, where 

Agnes, who was to accompany heron thejonr-' 

ijcy, foon likewife made her appearance, witli 

. an eagernefs in her countenance that feemed to 

grotcnd /bmething of importance. 

." Dear Ma'am," faid (he, as foon as (he en-, 
tered the r6om, *' why they fay my Lord is out 
of his head.** 

" WKo fays fo, Agnes ? 

*' The fervahts belp^^, Ma'am"; they fay he 
(Jarne in to day'fo wiW, and looked fo frifi;hten- 
ed, that they did not know what fo make of 
him, and now to take^ it into his head all of a 
fuddcn to go this loftg journey, to a place no body 
khows any thing' about, why he muft be out of 
fits hted to be fure, fays they ; but, fays 1 to 
Tibald, who was running on in this way, he 
naay'nj be <fut of his head, poor Gentleman, 
jl^ithCT, Maft<*r Tibald ; perhaps lie has (eeti 
fd^e^hing that has^ frightened him fo. Seen 
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fomething, fays tv^^o or three of them togetbfff 
what fliould he fee f O, 1 know, fays I, what 
he might fee; you, don't know perhaps that the 
caftle in the foreft is haunted, and then I told 
thenn all about the ghoft ifiat terrified p& fo much 
there, till 1 frightened them all fo, they wefe 
almoft afraid to look about*em, and I'm furc 
they won't dare no^e of 'em to go abput ^hQ 
houfe aloue," 

Agnes finished hpr copious harangue, withoiit 
being interrupted by Cecilia, who frequent}/ 
{adUi at her narrative. At length perceiving 
ihe had concluded, ♦* I wifh you, Agnes," fai4 
CfJcilia, ** to cjo away tl}at iipprpifion amongft the 
doineftics, of the Marquis's being dpranged i|^ 
hiii intelle<5ls, becaufe it is bufinefs of importance 
^hich calls for the journey he is about to lak?/^ 

<* Yes, Ma>in, I will, but what was the 
caufe of his being (o frightened whcfi he <;<uns 

40 to day ?" " . 

Cecilia perceived his terror had becn'obfery* 
ed, and repliecf, V he faw fome ilrange appear^ 
^nce in the foreft, Ag"?s, that rather frigl>t^ 
€Uc4 him." 

*' y\\ be hanged if 1 did'nt tl^Ink fo, and (b 
I told them ; I declare I fhall be heartily gia4 
"whea I am away irom this houfe, for 1 ihduld 
not wonder if |h« appearance is travelling thi| 
Wa/i aiid yerha^^ will be ift pu^ room fpQtj,** 



Some flight noile was noW hear j, and Aeti^ 
ftarted, and looking around could almofl nave 
beriuaded herfelf & faw an ^pparitipu behind 

^ But what ihould it travel for Ag^es >'* 
•* B^caufe, Ma'am, it can get nobody to fpeak 
to it where it is/' 

Satisfied with this fagacloiis reafon, CeciHt 
retired to reft with Agnes, where, fatigued by 
the event of the day, they both enjoyed a pro- 
found, fleep. 

Morning arrived, and, after a flight repafV^ 
dining which the Mdrquis feemed highly impa-^ 
ticnt to be gone, they at lenght commenced their 
Journey, attended 'by^ Agnes and a few of the 
fuperior domeltics, whilft the reft received or- 
ders to follow as foon as they could properly ar- 
range thofe articles the Marquis wanted at liis 
new refidence* 

Cecilia took her feat in the carriage \<^ith the 
Marquis and Marchionefs, but could fcarcely. 
conceal the forrow and regret that preyed upon 
her mind. She grieved at being thus conveyed 
to fo great a diftance from hira whon) (lie could 
not wjth all her efforts eradicate from her bofom^ 
whilft il)e chided herfelf for thus giving way to- 
a hopelefs paiEon, and in this continual cnnfliift 
it was impoffible ftie could d if play vivacitv, or 
Uke a lively ihare iu converfation. The Mar- 
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chionefs was equally difinclined to converfe, ji 
pen five melancholy overfprcad her covfnfenahct 
and (he feemed forrowful at quitting a phct to 
which (he appeared much attached. Whilft.the 
Marquis was abforbed in a gloomy reVWe, h\^ 
brows were aufterely knit, and fometimes caftinz 
a vacant dart around him, he v^ould again te* 
turn to the melancholy contemplation by which 
his whole foul feemed to be abforb,ed. 

The filencc thus afifing from the peculiar 
melancholy of each of the travellers, remained 
"Uilinterrupted for a coiifiderable time, whilft 
they proceeded, though with not much rapidity, 
until they reached the inn, where it was prp- 
pofed to dine. The Marquis feemed now fomc- 
what better; the ailftere* gloom which before 
overfpread his countenance was gone, and he 
began to converfe with fome degree of ''cheer- 
fulnefs. The Mnrchionefs feeming inclined to 
put a period to a regret which waj* unavailing, 
»nd fubmit cheerfully to what (he could not 
avoid, readily joined her hujband in chat, whilft 
Cecilia rejoiced at the opportunity of lofmg for 
a moment the emotion of her mind. They 
ihus recommenced their departure more cheer- 
fully and better pleafed, and the vivacity of Cecilia 
. gradually increaiing, (he was epabled to enjoy 
the beauties of every profpe<ft that by turns 
courted her attention* 

Variegated were thofe that now courted her 
eye, and equafly checquered the fenfatioa that 
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trofe in her mind* She obferved with her 
wonted fimpUcity anti naivete upon every variety 
of view as it ^(Ted, whilil the ' Marquis and 
Marchionefs Mened with eager and gratified 
attention. 

They had now pafled the OUe, and were tra- 
velling forward vrtth metr rapidity than when 
they conunmccd their jottmey^ when a youth 
on hor(eback fwiftly piled the carnage in the 
contrary dtrcdbti ; il fttmtd {o CflcHia to be 
the rety buce and f#rm of llcnrt* Struck with 
jiftoniibment and frepidatiodi it wai fome time 
hefbre Ihc thought of looking to difcover the 

Stth Of error <7 her conjure. It was now 
weirer too late, the carriage lad turned into 
another road, and no bctkn»n was to be feen. 

Chiding herfelf for being fo anxi^ius to af« 
certain whether it was Henri or not» after hav- 
ing finally refolvod to give up all thoughts of 
him, fliU Ihe could not avoid mufing upon the 
circumllancey and frequently returned to the 
confideration of the queflion, whether it was 
ready him? She Tat thus mufing a confider- 
able time, and unconfcious. of furrounding o!»« 
je6ls, whilft the Marchionef's, knowing her un- 
fortunate aSedtion, forbore to make any obfer* 
Yationi and left her to herfelf. 

Proceeding forward with conCderable fwift- 
ntfSf tiie crofsedthey Seine, and Cecilia' began 
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to recover from the reverie into ^^hich fhc had 
been thrown by the . unexpaftsd incident, but 
looked with mingled trepidation and defire at 
the horfemen, who frequently pafled ' the car- 
riage, hoping, yet fearing, to m^t again the 
form of Henri. 

Arrived upon the coaft of Normandy, a fnll 
view of the ocean fnddpniy broke upon their 
fight; the objedt was new to Cecilia, and fl|c 
broke forth into rapturous exclamations, at a 
ptofpe^l which banifhed for the moment eveiy 
^other fenfation from her mind. 

' ' ■ i 

J 

» The Marchioncfs,' as. well as her Lord, de- 
lighted to hear the remarks of Cecilia, and th5^ 
wound along the coaft, highly pleafcd with their 
iituation and each other. ' 



CHAPTER VI. 



URNING intoahandfome road, the^cjr- 
rla^c (hortly afterwards flopped at a gate whfch 
was foon opened, and it advanced through a 
long avenue, ihaded by a number af venerable 
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*dzkij which teared themfelves in diforder on 
each fide. 

" Now-, -^ faid the Marquis, •** wc ^fc 
^arrived.'* 

Cecilia looked out, endeavouring to. obtain 
«i glimpfe^of their deftined future refidence: 
*but what (he could perceive of the manfio^n 
|hrt)ugh the thick fhading of the trees, by no- 
means ferved to convey any pleafing idea ; it 
fcemc'd ancient, gloomy^ and iDouldering to 
decay, ^ 

* ' '* . - .i ' 

The carriage at length flopped, and the 
Marquis ftepping out, handed the MarChiouefa 

• and Cecilia into a fpacious hall, which brought 
to'the recolle^ion of the latter, that at-thccaf- 
tie 4n the foreft of ArdenntS, • and made Rer 

vfiiudder ^t the l^emembrance ; froui hence they 
afcended, by an elegant llair-cafc, to a fuit bf 
rooms^ fitted up in a modem tafle, in one of 

' which they feated fh^n^felves, and where the 
Marquis ordered fome refrefliment. 

No time had been allowed to prepare- thfi 
place in a proper manner, and the rooms a'J^- 

• pfeared fomew hat in diforder. 

■ - ■ t - 

• Contemplafing the apartment, a figfi invo* 
•*luntari]y efcaper) from the bofom of the MUr- 

chipnefs, a't the change which hati tkktn pkK:e 
in her rcfidencc, whjill the gloom of the place 
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bv^o means ftrvedto efhiltrate die fpirits tf 
C^ecilU^ or tenifli the regret which iUlI preyed 
xepon her trund* The Marcjuis, on the con* 
trary, fceme^ pteafed and delighted in recount* 
ing theIm^oven3?ol« aad additiona be intended 
to nnaXe la the «l^tea« ; ids Wx waa charmed 
to fee il ^hearfutneffi in the minner of her huf* 
bandit .livhschfiKl^ad Me for a long time before 
obTerv'edi and readily ac^utcfced in Ms fropoftt 
to explofe the manfiooi to which CecUia like*'' 
wife agrecdr • . 

The Marquufirft led t&em through the mo« 
<derii and ^xtenS^^ fuic tf rootti^ ia one of 
which thef had &ttt entered, and then Into a 
more ancient part of the im^en, wh(^ the/ 
infpefttd feveral rooms dark and ^oem^t with 
antupie cafemetits, and were aboQt to aicend a 
dark winding ftair-cafe to others, when the 
Marchionefs eoxnphiined of being tired, and i| 
was agreed to defer any further eximinatUMl 
to another opportunity. 

The gloom and antiquity wliich appeared 
in many of the apartment? fb^uck Cecilia with 
an awe which (he could not fupprcfs, and dc- 
prcfTcd her fpirits, in fpite of all her efforts to 
the contrary ; they brought forcibly to her re* 
cone£tion the apartments in the caftle in the 
foreft, which feemctl to have fomc myfterioiia 
conne^on with the family of Grangeneuvc^ 
. and the remembrance caufcd a terror which ihe 
couid not overcome* 
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• ' ■ • - -: ^. . ..i 

** Returning to the apartment they had de* 
parted from, which commanded a pleafant viev^ 
over part of the grounds belonging to the cha* 
teau, th^ Marchionefs expreflTed her furprife 
at the iaeongruous mixture pf modern and *arf* 
tient archite<5t6re in the interior of the houfe; * 

." This ipanfion, my dear Louiia,'* replied " 
the Marqins, " was onginatiy a caftle apper- 
taining^ to my anceftors, and tlje late Marquis 
bdng pecitliarly fond ofthe fpot, and unwilline; 
^to incur the expehce of demolifliing it and builcC 
ing a new edifice, had a part of it fitted up ¥a 
the manner you l^ave obferved ; and juft re- 
pairing the remainder, to prevent ks falling to 
tuin, fufFered it to remain in its ancient ffate, 
but 1 think many improvements may yet be 
^maJe." ^ , • 

The Marchionefs affenfed, and wifhed to taVe 
a^view of the building without; it being now, 
however, duik, fhe agreed to defer it, and hav- 
ing fupped, they (hortly afterwards retired ta 
reft, and Cscilia repaired to the chamber allotted 
.forherufe. . ' 

• Agnes attended her thither, and foon began 
a con verfation :" Dear' Ma'am, laid Agnw, 
^* what a ftrange gentleman my Lord muft be, 
to bring us to fuch a place as this ?" 

" Why, what is the matter, Agnes ?*' 



^Iky the ^lace il huittcd, AlaVm, it Is ti 
Vad as the old cafiie in the fbrefi." 

•• How did you Icarii that, Agnes ?*^ 

•* O dear, Ma'am, an old vircman whor Uvel 
in the hojifc fexeral years while my Lord was 
away, fwears it is, and that ihe had both heard 
mnd feen apparitions/' 

^ Seen them, Agnes, what has (he feen V^ 

** O dear, Ma'am, fhe could'nt tell, ih« 
feinted dead away, ftic ftys, at the fight, and it 
vaniftied in a fiaili of fire : the fervants are afraid 
to^o about the houfe/' '^ 

" It was only this old woman^s imagthatiofl^ 
Agnes, depend upon it,** faid Cecilia, fmiling ; 
Allies, however, was . incriedulous, and Cecilia 
wa§ not quite fo eafy about it as ihe appeared: 
the recolledlion of what ihe had heard at th^ 
caille in the foreil, and for which (he could not 
rationally account, returned, and with it fome 
degree of terror, notwithftanding '(iTe was ia« 
dined to laugh at the iimpiicity of Agnes. 

Determining to give no colour to the fear of 
the domeilics, by exhibiting any hcrfelf, Cecilia, 
though Ihe had previoufly concluded upon re- 
quelling Agnes to fleep with her, now come to 
a contray determination, conjefluring it would 
]^ d^enied b^ the fervants a mark of fear| and 



therefore fent the latter to a little room af^ 
figned for her, clofe. to her own ; Agnes went 
however, very unwillingly, as fhe was now in 
her turn fohcitous to fleep with her miftrcfs, 
but did not Venture to mention her wiftl or ex^ 
pofe her fears, and wgited a little ia hopes the 
queftign wcpld be aflced, but Cecilia repeating 
^* Good night, Anges,*' and the latter feeing no 
alternative, at lenth retired to her charuber^ 
thought with z: palpitating heart, and fearfully 
^poking ai'ound; terrifeed at her own ibadqw, 
and expecting io fee fome dreadful ot)Je<ft Jf| 
' 4v^ry corner of th<P roonj. 

Now left to herfelf, Cecilia could not wholly 
fupprefs her terror, whic^ th^ relation of Agnes 
had infufed into her mind; wavering between 
fuporHition and fcepticifm, ihe was at a lofn 
i'hat judgment to form wpon the fubfe^, af^4 
recoJleAing the fright fhe experienced at th« 
ruined caAle in the fored^ and the unexplaine4 
tnyflery that caufed it, ihe fearfullj^ jliftcned^ 
and expelled, withconfiderable trepidation, tl^ 
)iear a iimilar }ioif<^, 

Slee^p at length clofed her watchful eyec, ^nd 
the night paflVd without eithj^if fiiperpaturaj 
^oifc or appearance. ♦ 

Meeting her noble frienJs m the morning aj 
treakfaft, there appeared ti fettled gloom upon 
Jhe Ciyuntenanee of the Manjuis, which feemed 
fill moft gloomv when contrallcd with th^ 
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cheerfulHcfs he had difplayed on the preceding 
^ay, whilft the Marcjtiionefs, though yiGbly 
opprefled by melancholy, laboured with the ten- 
dered affiduity -to diffipate, in fonic degree, the 
gloom of her hufband, \ . 

Cecilia endeavoured to turn the converfation 
in a fportiye manner to the fuppofed apparition. 
** So,, my L*dj/' faid (lie, to the Marchionefs, 
" report fayjs that an apparition pays nightly vi* 
5t5 tothCjC^hateau?*' ^ 

I The |i|arquis turne.d pale, anej tlie gloom that 
before overfpread her countenance changecf int« 
a wild terror, which alarmed Cecilia, and^ iri- 
ducedher to difcontinue the fubje^, whilft the 
re%i fear difplayed^ by the Marquis feemed to in- 
dicate there was fome ground for the report of 
fuper/iatural appearances in the chateau," and 
confirmmg her wavering belief, rendered hej 
CttJe k(^ a vi£li^i of terror than the Marquis. 

Somewhat recovered, . the Marquis faid, 
f* I will have all the rooms folemnly exqreifed^ 
Cecilia, and that no doybt will annihilate tli^ 
foolifh fears of my houfehold. 

Th^ teJTor which he himfelf difplayed'ill ac- 
corded with his contemptuous wi)rds, and Cecilia 
acquiefcing in his cleterminatibn, took flight 
into the -r^ionjj of cpnjedturo^ ^nd endeavoured 
ia yain to account % hjs g.pgdy^t, . ./ 
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After breakfaft the Marchionefs iavited Cecilia - 
to accompany her in traverfing. the grounds, 
and takiAg an ei^terior vtevr of* the chateau : 
the Marquis was perfu^d to accompany them* 
Tiie inctrngrpous mixtore of ancient and mo. 
idem archite£ture offended; thie good taOeof tho 
Marchionefs, as (he contemplaicd its walls, 
againfl, which ftie loudly exclaimed. The Mar- 
qu5& replied, it ihould be altered and rendered 
rnorc uniform : but, at the fame time,, his mind 
ieemed abforbed in fome other fubje^. 
.■:'".■' ' ' ' ' . . " .:*■ _ ■ / ': '^, i •• 

^ They walked ovo-^the grqurids, birt the giQ«n) 
which the anti(|ue a|>pearapcc of i a parti of the 
chateau, sodded to. Ihc ^ iha4e of fcbc; .numerous y 
trees that furrb^inded it, iYi^cdy wired rather: 
to nourifli than decreafe their melancholy ; and 
they retviroed I toj th'i^r apsiTtihent/ little enlireil^ 
c« or fatisficd with their walk, , 

He was no fooner jretiirned, . than t^c Ma«* 
quis made enquiry amongft the domeilics con^ 
cerning' the fuppofed app^ition ;l $nA^ laughing 
at their terror's, indiciated his determination of 
fendiiig^ for the Cure of tb4|p^ifb,: >vtom he 
underlfolod to be a very piool mito, for the pur- 
pofc of ex6«:ifing the apartment!, • and particu- 
lady tbofe which were fuppofed tafase moft frCsi - 
quented by the apparition v, f 

Inimcdiately carrying this ^ietermination nUo 
iCjfea, a domeftic was difpatched for the Cure, , 



%6 ^sri&^^B jDS 

^ho, beiiog «t home ;and difengaged, accompa.* 
iiicd the fervijnt into the prefence of ihc Mar- 
quis, who had taheiv his feat in the ancient ha^i^ 
and there fumnaoned alk the domeilics- before* 
him ; the Marchionkfs asni Ceciiiai juafluence^ 
by curio^ty, !likqviit attended^ *^ 

Bowing refp^fully, the Cure ^advajaced tow*, 
a^ds theMarqiits^ who' istHiiediatHy addi;e^4' 
ixkn upon Jthe fubj^a. ■ ■ • -. 
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I fent for you, Mr. Cure/* faid the Mar- 
quit,' forcing Vfiiiiic^^, t»» eatorcile foipe apSt, 
mebts in my chateany whip^it h ^aid are haoint. 
ed by an^appilr&ion^:» og ai} 'jbyil Sfatk^ or ibiBjSf 
beirigofa?l*e Batwr^i i •- 

A* My Lordi" rqjiicd the Ctre^: bowing agai^: 
moft rjfpcjafuUy, *M will da the^'bufiji^s^youir' 
X^ordfliip honours nae by requclling the pcrfdr- 
Xnanci oiy and I.harveno dqubl the fpirit, of 
whiitever natu;« it be, wiil imii^ediatdiy 4itii( 
ytmr LordiMp'* oianfibo.-': ' "-' ' • ' ^^^ 

% / ; ,..:..,^.^:. ^}^ f.. _ i . ^ lu: \, ..;; .:. 

A fcud cjgr of]i6f now wofe amoxlgjQ; ith,c>. 
fervants, and .the Mafqui)? wifth difiicultjr ref^ 
torcd or^rl • ** Pray, Mr. Cur(5," faid theiMar^ ■ 
f{yihj ^* i^\« yt»u ward, any drcumftancei^retoif^ 
five to this fuppofed ^pparitioii f'* 

^^ Manifold, my Xord/? 

• V''' "^ ^-^^-'^^^^^''' ^ . ■ - - - 

it ^yjiat are they," fyii the Marouis eagerly? 



il&A etiAc2ivdmitt^ to icton^eal tlie terrar wfaich 
Cecilia now difeovercd in hi^ couritenance. 

** I have heard, my Lord,!* replied .the Ciir^^ 
•* tliat it has apjjeared in the (hape af a white 
^cow, in ^o«r Lpfdihip*5 irounda; but, for my 
jowii part,, i was inclined to imagine it was. a 
jiatural whit^ CQw, whfch, by fome accident, 
*had ftrayecl tHcfe, though the .people aroimd 
jour Lordfliip's man (ion wp^ild not lifteh to fiich 
ah explanation ; but hnoreovcr, my I^ord, I have 
heard that it appeared in the tippef apartment* 
.of. your Lord fliip's man fion in .the (liape pf a 
' Aian, With i cahdfe in one hand an3 a large bopk 
lb the other; artd that tie v^nKhed all or a Aid- 
ien thr'oiYgjh the roof in Pl flafli of fire, ring* 
Iftfg the large bell there niofl loudly and fono- 
rouay." 

Exciaiiisrtiohs of terf^. now 4)rofce from the 
•fervants on all fidt^ and huddling together, th^y 
expeAed every moment the apparition in the 
irtiidft of them. A door on the fide of the haW, 
<fppafite to that by which they hald entered, noW' 
:fiiddenly opened, and the domellics endeavour- ^ 
ing to take flight from the fuppofed apparition, 
^II over one Another. A fcene of uproar and 
confufion enfued, whilft the Marquis, haftity 
turning his eyes towards the door that had open- 
ed", witfi a countenance fomewhat agitated, 
foon difcovcred the canfe of the buille in the 
.^i-fon of the hn^haind. to the old woman, wlib 
md Xept the houfe/' during his absence Irosn tim 
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chateau, fifice the death of late Marquis. He 
being by accident, left behind when the ferrants 
entered the hall, now came forth to learn what 
Was going forward. 

Stifling a laugh, the" Marquis endeavoured to 
quiet the fudden panic of his fervants, who at 
length being convinced it was real flefh and blood 
at which they had * been fo much frightened, 
laughed at their own fears, and returned to theif 
former order. 

Addreiling himfelf to the Cure, who had 
flood perfeftly calm and compofed during the 
buflle, "Well, Mr. Cure," faid the Marquis, 
** how do you account for the lafl/fuppofed fu- 
pernatural circumdance you mentioned ?'' 

** Pleafe your Lo^dfhip,'^ replied the Cur^ 
• ** the circumftance happened in the midft of a 
moft violent thunder ftorm, and 1 did conjec- 
ture that a flafh of lightning ilruck the build* 
ing, and cau fed the great bell to found, par- 
ticularly as a fmall corner of the roof was 
taken oS* at the fame time ; and as to the figure 
.my Lord, I do verily believe it was treated by 
imagination.'^ 

" No, pleafe your Lord (hip," vdiementty 
Jittered Jeanette, the houfe- keeper, " it was not 
imagination, I afTure your Lordfliip. I fee*d it, 
I fee*d the figure; and he looked, for all the 



'^brrdi I ^thought like the lite Marquis, my 
inucd honoured Lord.*' . ^ ^ 

Starting, the Marquis' could not conceal the 
agitatibn wHicli evidently difpbyed itfelf in his 
countenance. 

"Aye, your Lordfhip liiay well turn paid; 
it's ais true sts I'm alive/* 

The Marquis frowned at the bbfer vation made 
tipon his palenefs, but Jeanette allowed him no 
opportunity for remark; fhe had began, aiid 
was determined to finifli, 

" Arid he hsTd got a grtfat book, mf Lord/* 
Hie continued, "in »ne liand, and a large 
lamp in the other. O Lord, fays I to my huf- 
band, there is his Lordftiip in his winding flieef 5 
and 1 fliTok like a leaf, my lord; I thought*! 
fliould have died upon the fpot, I declare| andy 
"in the twinkling of an eye, he vahiflied in a terri- 
ble ffafh of fire, and the great bell tolled, arfd 
there was firch a crafli, my Lord, I vo^^I 
thought the whole houfe was tumbling' do Wn.'^ 

With open nioutbs and daring eyes^thedip- 
fheftics<iaught every wol^d of Jeanette's eloquehl 
narration, and ihucWering at the recital," look- 
ed at each otber^ and then at the door, as if 
they expected the deceafed Marquis in his winding 
ibeet would make his appearance b open dayr 
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Cecilia had liAened . attentively to the tafe 
related by Jcanette, but the previous explanaisjl- 
on of the Cur^ rendered her fomewhat incrediu 
lous. She watched likewife the countenances 
of the Marquis and Marchionefs, and obferverf 
with no fmall furprize the agitation, the pal^- 
nefs, and the real terror that Kept pofleffion of 
that of the former, whilft he ftrenuoufly en- 
deavoured to conceal k from his domeftics be- 
neath ai fmile. With e^ual aftonifliment ihe 
obferved the fright of the Marchionefs, and 
faw her too making every effort to conceal the 
^agitatioa, which dill however was fufficiently 
vidble in her countenance* 

'* As ymi was fo convinced of the reality of 
this terrible apparition," faid the Marquis to 
Jeanette, forcing a fmile, " how happens it 
vou remained in the chateau after what you had 
icen?" 

, " pieafe your LordfUip," replied Jeantte, 
** my hufband faid his Lordfliip would not hurt 
us, as we had never done him any harm ; and, 
befides, as he only haunted the upper apart- 
ments, my hufband faid he wouldn't come d«wa 
ftairs to vifit us where we flept, pleafe your 
Lordfhip, and fo as we flept together, I didn't 
fo much mind it; but if your Lordfhip hadn't 
come here as you did, I certainly wouldn't have 
llaid any longer in the houfe/' 

"Why, Jeanette?;^ laid the Marquis eagerly. 



<< Pleafe your I^drdftiip/' (he replied, « the 
night before your LordAiip came here, he came, 
down flairs and knocked at the door of the 
roonr whtne we flept ; he knocked three tirnesf 
plcafe your Lordfhip, very loiid, and I wakerf 
my hulband in fuch a fright | good Lord, fays 
1, Peter, did you not hear that noife at the 
door ? the ghofl had knocked twice than^ and 
ju ft then he knocked a third time Hill louder and 
louder;. 1 fcreamed out, and to make the mat* 
ter worfe, my Lord, I didn^t know where to 
run to, for fear of meeting the ghoft ; and I 
ihook and trembled in the bed, tUl I made the 
bed fhake under me.'' 

« The nightr my Lord,'' faid the Cure, « al. 
luded to, by Jeanette, was very windy ; and^ 
peradventure, it was the wind that caufed the 
uncommon noife at the door^ at which (he was 
(o much frightened," 

This explanation appeared to Cecilia vefy 
natural and probable; but the dbmeftics were 
thoroughly convinced it muft be the ghoft who 
had knocked ^t the door ; " and, perhaps^ * 
fays one very fhrewdly, ** it was becaufc nobody 
would fpeak to it above ftairs, that it came 
down to knock at the door, to ice if it coufd 
get a word or two there." 

Peter, the huftand of Jeanette, Rid not yet 

• fpoken upon the fubje^^, and the Marquis now 

addrefling the old men, " Well Peter,'* faid he^ 
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^ Wl^at is /(Jfuf bpiiiion refp^Amf this bufiiic(s> 
■what did you fee and hearf" 

« Pkafc your LordiWp,'^' faid Peter,' « I 
didn't fee the apparition that my wife fay^ (He 

'did ^ for when 1 turned my eyes, it wafn't 
there; but before I had'tim^ to think about tt^ 
the bdl tolled, pleafef your Lordlhip, and I 
heard the noife my wife mentioned, as if tlie 
boufe was falling down, and that f own ^id 
ftartle me ; for 1 don*t fee how the lightdiiig 
co^W do all that, pleaf^ your Lordfliip ; for a» 

' I fays, it may fet a boufe on fife or fo; but 
how could it make a bet! toll, when It has got 
BO ha«ds to touch it ; and zs to the n«ifc pleafe' 
your Lord (hip, I did hear to b^ fure a ftr^nge 
noife at the door, whether the wind niade it or 
»ot I can'tJ teH ; but i nerer" heard the wiiid 
maKe fu<ih « nbife befort." 

The, relation of Peter ferred to confirm irt 
fKd minds of the dofnellics^ the taWs related by 
Jeanette, whilft the Marquis ftemcd ^y rwy 
means incredulous upon the fubjedS^; but af- 
liiming fomewhat of gaietvi "If you have rta 
•objeaion Mr: Cur^" faid he/ **'wcr v^itl no*r 
pi^oceed to bufTnel^." 

" Whenever your Lordfhip piclafes/* repKW 
the curate, with a fubmif&ve bow, 

•' Be fo go6d as to fcad the way, Mr. Cux^'! 
tejoixied the Mar^uiis^ 
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The Cure did as he was direftcd, and was 
followed by the Marquis, leading the March!-- 
onefs and Cecilia, whilft the, domeftics, in con- 
fiifed afTemblage, brought up the rear; each 
codtimaaliy iiniggling to prevent hlmfclf from 
being the hindermoft, fearing he fbouid have 
the apparition at his heels. 

" Stay/* faid the Marquis flopping -^ fliorf, 
•* does the apparition ever make his appearance 
in this hail?" 

" I don't know that he does, picafe your 
!Lordfliip," replied Jeanette, " but as he has 
taken it into his head to come down Qairs, pep* 
haps he may walk about here.** i 

' The fervants looked around with terror; 
** yoH had better Mr. Cure** faid the Marquis 
with a half fmile, " exorcife this place firft, 
and that will pervent him perhaps from appear- 
ing here." i 

The Cure immediately performed the cere- 
,inony with all due folemnity, whilft the do- 
meftics liftened and watched him with psdpitating 
attention. 

" Well faJd the Marquis, when he had finiih- 
ed,.*' the apparition will never make his appear- 
ance here now, but it will confume a large 
portion of time to perform the fame ceremony 
in every apartments" 
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" There is no neccflSty, m;^ Lord,** rtpTicJ 
fiicGur^, " to perform it iir every room, i cdk 
exorcife fevcral together." 

*< Right,^' replied the Mafijms, « let h be 

They noi*^ proceeded iiito feveral of the i* 
.partfnents in the .fame <jrder, tKc Ciixk leading 
the way j and^ having ejcofcifcd the whole 6i 
the lower chambers, they advanced to the firft 
ftory, where the fame ceremony was perform- 
TKt, arid from thence t6 tfhe fecond V h«re tiicv 
went into a todcrabiy lp«:ions roorfi, for the 
-pterpofe of e^perci^ng a Whole tzjxg of apart<^ 
ments at the fatiie time. 

Antieht in its fiimttnre arid dpf>eatihte, and 
'^extremely gloomy, the room they had now eVt- 
fercd, feemed peculiarly fitted for a miidftigM 
upparition ; whilft it]s dampnefs philted the bo- 
dy, and excited unpleafant fenfations. 

** TMs is the fboxti he haunts,- l&Sktt fiy/ 
£iid th^ Marq^iis^ who now endeavoured to 
.^cetious. 

^ Performing the ceremony, the Cure ha 
llfeaHy arrived at the Cttnclullbn, When a* btac| 
-f^ven ftrock volentiy aga^nH the window, it 
immediately ikw ^way. A loud huzra, be] 
t>y one of the doiileftics, was re-eclioed by 
llll the ancient walls of t*he ft^cn^nt 



laiA the noife. Th^ Cxnti fhut his book, and. 
ti» Ms^-quis, as well as the ladies ftood amaz« 

*• Bravo, Mr. Cur^," faid JcanettCj you hav.^i 
^iven hiixi away completely." 

** How driven hiHi away^*^ faid the MarquU* 

**. Blefs your LordfWp," ircplied Jeanette^ 
*^ he ^ew I away jufft now in* the ihape of f^;* 

The Marquis could, with difficulty, fuppref^ 
his l^ighter, whilft th^ e»r^, with *hc utmoft 
jjravity acldrcfled him : 

^* lam^happytoinfbrtn your Lordfliip^" faid: 
he>. " my efforts have been fuccefsfijrl ; the fpirit 
haft indeed taken hjs tight under theaiTumedi 
form ofa raven,: jU|d' your I^dihlp may reiya 
vpon it will never again trouble this manfion,'' 

The 4cy gravity ol the Cure: highly* plcafed'; 
thei Marqpfe, whil^ the MarchiCftiefs jand Ccci. 
lia w^ upon the titter, and with difficulty 
jConceaM their inirth p!^ X\m obfervatlon of 
Ihedomcftics/ 

.mvir. Curi"^ faid the Marquis, ^I am^ 
)iighly obliged to you for your fiicceftlul :endea«; 
"yours to relcafe me from this apparition, and 
Vlpiwa^ re&afTuc^d^^iU^ r^aiSd y W' iyAfkcimxlf 
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for your trouble ; and now," addrcffing hiinfelf 
to^he domeftics,^'* 1 hope your £ears are at an 
end. *' The fervants unanimoufly anfwered ia 
the affirmative, and the Marquis difinifled the 
aflen^bly. , ' 

Retidng from the apartment, the domeftics 
peeped into feveral of the ancient apartments 
in their way to the kitchen, and enjoytd a 
licarty laugh at the thought which now tidci^d 
their fancies, of the Xpirit being fo put to its ' 
ihiftsas to be obliged toefcape in the form of 
itravtn. 

The Cure was about to retire from the room 
with a low bow, when the: Marquis politely' re- 
quefted his .company to dinner. Withoujt he- 
fitation, !the invitation wai accepted, the Cuf6 
only begging peroaiffion previoufly to retire 
home for a fhort time, w.hich the Marquis im% 
mediately .acceded to^ and hedeparted^ 

Cecilia, with the Marquis and MarchJonefs 
now remained alone in thd apaftipenr,. and the 
anxious fcen^ that had juft 4^a&d, appeared ia ' 
fo ludicrous a point of view to C^ciiia^ that 
her rtiirth being npw uiiirellrained fiie ei^^oyeda ^ 
hearty laugh, in which the MarchJonefs .readily ' 
joined. The Marquis was equally inclined to 
mirth, and they all forgot for the inpment^their 
putual melancholy. 

{tW^ ^^^4 havft thought^'' faid C?c«Uj^^ 
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** that this terrible appariton would have beea 
fo eafily put to rell ^ 

Who, indeed, my dear/' faid the Marchi- 
oaefe, " and I think my Lord was very fortu- 
nate in meeting with a Cure who underftood his 
Iwfincfs fo welir' 

Gloom had again rettirned to the countenance 
of the Marquis ; as he looked around the apart-, 
ment, he heard not what had been ^id, but lUd-. 
dently burding into exclamation. 

" Good God," faid he,' ** this is the verf 
room where my uncle, the late Marquis was 
fuddenly feized with death I what a fi^nge 
coincidence ! I remember it well I here is mc 
very chair to which he ft^ggered," pointing to 
a chair that flood before them, " when he re* 
ceived the letter ! there he was feized with con- 
vulfions, and died before we could Temove lum 
from the fpot/' 

Curiofity now agitated the mind of Cecilia^ 
4id the le$ter ^tSt him fo much my Lord ?'*^ 
£dd (he. 

The Marquis appe^tfed confufcd. " Letter 
did I fay?" faid he. Ah, it wasa poifoned 
letter ! it was that which caufed his death ! the 
poifon was fo fubtle, that it threw him iute 
icoA vulfions inomrdiatdy as be opened it* 'I 
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♦'Good God! is it poffible ?'» faid CecJIIa, 
M could any human being be fo depraVed arte 
pfc fiich ^ peifpn. ?'* 

^ *'The Marchionefs Cghed deeply; indite 
Marquis looking wildly towards the cliair, ^« 
pi out, *^ There he fits Ipoking exa^ly as WfSta 

. Jhe was leized with thofe &tal convulfioA^/' 

. The i«pi^gin?uitipnoftheRiafjquis had prefon- ' 

ified his deceafcd iunele iitti/ig before hini ('pi ; 

|hc Marchione.is becoming now highly alahticd, i 
., ilept in between him and the chuai.r that had ' 
^ bought to his oicmory fo. many fearful fjecol- 

Jedtions, and tenderly >fttreated h^m to <juit 

theapartpient. 

Equally terrified alt the wildnefs difplay^d in 
|he looks of th^ Marquis, ^nd tone of his h? 
, (damations, Cecilia joiaed her intreades to tbpfe 
pfthe MarchiDnefs. Somewhat ' recovered,' V« 
iMarquis at length acjceded to their united |*e<JUcft| ^ 
«nd coofentedto (|uit'theJ^opm, , 

Each of the ladies now took an jami, and; 

^ed him from the apartmicnt ; in retiring, ^w« 

^vcr, he pail Iws eyc3 towards one fide pf thei 

phamberi "There," faid he, *^ dopup^ec«iv^ 

fhatdoor.i"- 

*> I 

The ]^archtone(8 ^nd Cecilia bothto^kedJ 

fm^d perceived fbin^Wng that 'ha4 Ae imcum^ \ 



^ 



%^h^$r continued the Marqms, " ka^s to at 
pnwzie (laif-cafc, known to oo one but myfelf/' 
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Some circiimftances feemed again to, recur ta 
his,,;nfie.m6ry, a* he looked wirtmliy towards the 
private door, and the Marchionefs and Ceciliai * 
fe^ng a return of his forrfttfl" wildiXefs, hurried ^ 
feiofi out of the room. "^ 

Arrived, af their former apartment, the Mar^ 
(jph remained for fome time plunged in af " , 
glopjay reverie, fometimes ftarting and wiWl/ "} 
k)oVmg around him, out of which the uniteiJ 
efforts of the Marchionefs and Cecilia could noiS ' 
extricate bkn* 
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J^HE hour of dinner at length arrived, aniK 
with it the Cure^. bowing obfequioufly to th^ 
Marqui»s as he entered the apartment, 'fhe ap- ' 
pcarance of the Cur^ brought to the mind of ,' 
the Marquis the recoHeftion of the hidicrous 
fcenc in which he had a^ed a prominent cha-' '" 
la^ .with lb much ftag^ eSe£i, and hi'seou^ 
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tenance Wghtening, he greeted the paftor wiA 
amch poiitenefs ami fiia^ity of ttiaaners. 

pinnef "being am^unced^ tHey all repaired t6 
At dining- room, where the Cure Viewed he 
could play his part In tiie drama of a dinner as 
well as in that of laying a ghoft. 

•* I prcfiime, Mr. Curi&," faid the Mar^juij^ ; 
who ^eeraed to have recovered fomc portion of 
* piety, ** I prefume you are in the habit of de- 
Bvering houfcs from thofe troublefome vifitors, 
apparitions, for you feemed to be ^uite at home 
in ^ buitnefs to day/' 

•* Only two or three inf?ances have occurei!^ 
my Lord/' replied the Cur^, " wher% my tfforts 
In that way have been demanded 5^ but I do net 
nean to be an .egotiA when 1 fay, thofe effojts 
kftve been unifofmiy fikcef&firl."' 

" No doubt," (aid the Marquis, " raven* 
Mre to be met with every day.'^ ' 

**-Truc, my Lord," replied the Cure " hut 
I never met with one beiorc when engaged in 
i^reli a bufinefs, and I was fo intent upon my 
toorcifm, that had it not been for the piirfpijt*^ 
tw\}% eyes of fome of your Lordfhip's domeUTcs, 
l.'fhould have remained entirely ignorant of fa 
fcrtunatea qircumftance.'* 

^ I adinirc, however^" faid the Marq^uia li»il* 



iggy *^ tte gi^vky you difplaj-ed upon the occa 
fioa; it was perfedJy in character, I muft con 
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**' Gravity, mj Lord^ is Jiabinral tof me,**' 
&id the Cure, ** and if I had not maintainied it ' 
■j^Qii fuch anoccaSon, I firpuld have fpoilt ail^'^ 

** True^." replied the Marquis. " Pray, Bfr." 
C^re," fffld Cecilia!^ *' what k your real opinion 
«rf the ftories that have been^elated concerning, 
tfie apparition fuppofed to haunt this chateau }**^ 

" My real opinion, Madam, \sr" rtplici the 
^re, " that thofe ftories had no* foundation but 
in the imaginations of the perfons who related 
rtiem,- though you did not hear,^ Madam,, half 
the> tal^s ths^ have been told concerning the ap*. 
I^rition 5. thofe that y,ou did hear were the 
lieweft, and therefore had made the mofl forci-"* 
ble impreffion ; and it is very lingular,' that the* 
Tfiry apartment -where the fpi^t flew away, ac- 
cording to the conjeAure of the fervants, wa* 
tjjy^t wh^ch was faid to be the|^oil frequentif; 
haunted. Did you obferve a chairs Madam^ in;' 
Ae middle of the room ^' ^ 

Cecilia feuddercd at the iDention of thq chAirl' 
apd looking at the Marquis, perceived hinv 
turn pale^ and his countenance agitated to ex- 
cefs, whilft the Marchionefs, when (he turned* 
hes eyes ti^wardsher^ feemed xxuich alarmod*. ' 
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The Cur5, however, was too intent upon ftfsr 
ftory to percervethe inipreflk)n he h^d made up- 
•n his auditors. " Well, Madam," continuedf 
lir, that chair is the very chair whereon they fauft 
ibe ajpparition ufed to fit.'* 

** Good God V*" excllainicd the Marquis, ** i» 
dial poflibU V 

Somewhat aftonifhed at the energy of the eir- 
cfemation, the Cui# contemplated the Marquis, 
with conilderable attention, and gravely replied^ 
••yes my Lord,, it is true, I aflure your;'* and 
corrcding himfelf with a fmile, *•' I don't meaa 
|o fay, my Lord,*'' faid he, ^ that the apparitionr. 
Sii a^uaHy fit there, but fo it was reported.'* 

•* I underfiand you,** faid the Marquis, en- 
deavouring ta conceal hit^ ^grtatioii, and< forcings 

afmilc . 

Cecilia forbore to enquire more, fearful the- 
Marquis would betray fome mark of in coheren- 
cy, w hich mig!# excite ISrange^ fuppofitions ii» 
me mind of the Cutf. 

The latter^ howcircr, djd not wait for at 
ijueftion, but concRiding, moft probably, tHat 
jbmething of the tenible would be agreeable to^ 
tlie ladies, continued his naaratios. 
• 

** Yes, Madam,** faid he, ^^ddrcffing himfelf 
i% Ccolia^^* che^ £iidfiie u^d to. make a grac^ 



iSet of ^g^ngmi tliat chmiy and throwing him* 
,efelf into all maniwr of attkudeSy making the 
"^room a» Kght as noon -day, though it was mid- 
night. Sometimes he would' walk *about there 
wth a book or a letter, or fomething of thut 
kind in his hand, and then, as a proper conclu*-. 
fion, would Vanifh in a fiafh of fire, or, perhaps^ 
fometimes in a flaih of lightning,^ fald the Cure 
archly. 

The Marquis fiiddenly arofe from- the tabte^ 
aAd abruptly quitted the feom. 

His ladjr feemcd highly alarmed at his fud** 
den departure,, and refle^ing for a moment^ 
fike wife arofe and qptted' the l|[>sm:ment» 

The Cure looked" at Cecilia (bmewKat fur^ 
prifed, who tried to aiTume aaimUfiPei^nce vei^ 
foreign to her hearts 

• Some of the Marquis's wine,: however,, ha* 
rendered the former talkative and merry, and 
perceiving Cecilia ftill remained, he^determinecf 
to continue the conyerfation. 

**I could not have fuppofed, ri!y Tady,'^ faid' 
the Cure^ " that the Marquis had a daughtei 
of the age of your iadyihip, but time flies, mcd^ 
fwiftly/* 

{I It do6& Sop Mu Cwij^ I^Ht I any onljf tliii 
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daughter has been fome time dcccafed^" ^. 

** Indeed, *Madam; then^ yovt are older, ' 
l^fumr, than his Lordfhip's late dauglne 
would have been had ihe lived till bow," 

*^ I believe {ht would have htesh^ uk tba 
event, about nineteen at this time." 

,**^Very goo*y Ifediim;: tfa* exaSly talHc 
with my reckoning; for, it is about twenty, « 
one and twenty year» agone fince his LoKdHu 
^ttcd this place.'* 

" Was you Cure at that tin)e ?*' -^ 

'# 

^ Yes,, Madam ; and I did think his Xordlhi 
Would never return*" 

^ Why did yott think fo, Mr, Cure r^" 

•^Bccauft his- Lordfliip, Madamj was i 
much ihocked, and in fuch a melancholy wa 
about the death of his uncle, the late Marqui 
that I thought he never could bear tt> come nes 
liie place agaiy.'* 

The curiofity of CeciKa had been much ei 
^hcd pdative to tfjc iamlly in which flite was dc 
mefticated, from the various myfterious circum 
ftanccs fhe had witnefTcd, and wifhing to gai 
Ibma iafoimatioii' from the Cur^ ^^ th^ra wcx 
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feveral ftrangc circumffances,'' feW flie, " at- - 
• tcBdtnt upon the death of the late Marquis/* ' 

"Very many, Madain **' replied die Cure, 
looking attentively at her.** 

f* The poifoned letter,** eontkiued Caciiia> 
wa^ a Yjoy finguhr incident.'* 

** Yes, Madam, it was tndeed, and- the fud- 
den duappearance af the bearer wa$ ftitll more 
remarkable." 

Cecilia fiippreffed her furprife at the mention 
of this lafl incident. ** Was fhat difappcar* 
ance," faid Ibe, " ever accounted for, Mr^ 
Cure?" 

^ No, Madam, never; it ftill remains a myf 
terious and unaccountable circumflance ; for as ' 
the man was bound hand and^foot, you know it 
was fcarcely poffible for him to ^fcape, and how 
hie could get away, or where he could go to, re« 
jnains a riddle that will, perhaps, never be un* 
ravelled ; but certain it is he did difappcar, and 
has not been Jieard of fincc.** 

•* The Marquis died imnaediately; did he not, 
upon receving that letter?'* 

"Yes, Madam, J was fent for to adminiftei 
extreme un(5lion ; but before I could arrive, the 
poor ge»tkinaa was dead. When I weut into^ ^ 
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the:f oom^ the pvefent MafquU and a pl^ffi* 
and ahnofi all the domeAicst were ftan 
round the bed whereon the corpfc was laid, 
they were. ^1 lajking '»bout. the poiloncd Jei 
and the phyfician exammecj the body jiift af 
entered the room, but I do not rccolI^6t that 
apjij^arance^jof pCHfoo werc-difcovcred : the 
fent Marqub, however, faid, in a great i 
that the wretch who did the deed (hould i 
wkli his idufc reward^ and left the room,- f(>l 
ed^ by many of the domeftks ; 1 approachec 
bed in the mean time, and examined the co 
which appeared to have been much convu 
but I did not obferve any ftgn, whereby 1 (h 
know him to -have been poifoned* which, 
hap,, n^ghti an(e fronn^ iho' fubtUtj. of 
poifon.** 

^ Soon' after^v the prefeal Mar^nisr and 
feifrants returned in a great hurry, and 
L<jrd(bip very wildly afked, what was bee 
©f the man? and the fervants ftared one^ 
other, without fpeakiag,. but, at laft, it 
whiCpercd^ that the man had efcaped. 1 
lAttk bound hand and foot, faid the Marquis, 
faftened the door, and hovr he could efcai: 
to me a nuracle. I heard no more upon 
fiiJbJQ<^ ' fx>r 1 tits wftlH€4 to attend a fun 
and being of no ufe wherfr I was, I immedi, 
took my leave, but I have heard fince the 
hm never y el * bepti foUnd . I \ woiider the I 
C|iiis did no recoHedt me again ; but I fup 
^'~~i hasL altered, n>e muctv ^ } sup. iiire it 
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ctatnged him, for it was with M^cvity I fe« 
0iemDCred him t0 be the fame." 

Cecilia had lift«ned with e^ger attention, %ut 
bad ftiU heard nothing to elucidate the myftcry, 
which was indeed rather Inc^reafed, and the 

^ Cure fcerfied to be as little Uj jtbe fecret^shcr* 

^'felf. 

The Marquis now i^ntered the room, with 

. a coiMJtenance tolerably calm, and refumed his 

feat at the table, where the Marchionefs, who 

: immediately afterwards made her appearance^ 

" Jikewife piaqed herfelf. 

« Well, Mr. Cure," faid the Marxjuis, with 
(pme .degree of cheerfulnefs, ** I hope you have 
'pot been dull in the abfence of piyfelr and the 
jMarchionefs?'^ » 

** By no mean«, my Lord; I have had no 
taufe to regret your Lordfliip's abfeuce in the 
company of this amiaWe lady;" bowing to Cei> 
i;iKa. 

Some general ccmyerfation now enfued, and 

the Cure, at length took his leave ; hi^ depar* 

ture feemcd to t&ow a gloom overt he remain^ 

ing party. The Marj^uis foon became abforb. 

^e^ in a deep reverie, and wholly injattentive to 

all around hinst, whilft the Marchionefs Teemed 

^ v#qually d^fincUned to , talk, for which Cecilia 

"^^^ W^ not Cxry^ ast'Wh^t the C|irc had f^otmn^. 
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.cated gave ample icopc for conjeAure and 1: 
thefis, and fhe alfo was foon too much cn| 
in her owa refledioQS to think about com 
itioa. 

Thus they continued till fupper wlien 
Wng in fome degree roufed^^ thejr chalt 
little upon indifferent fubjeds, and at lengt 
tired /or the nigbt 

Ceclfia repaired to her apartment, where 
ties immedately arrived. " O dear, Ma'; 
iaid Agnes how overjoyed I am, that that 
rible apparition is laid; X (liall fleep as (i 
now as can be, and fear nothing.*' 

** I ^ajcn very much pleafed too^ Ag"^** 
jplied Cecilia, "that the fcai5 of the domi 
are calmed.'' 

** O dear, Ma'am, I couldn't fleep a win 
lall night ; and I was fo terribly frightened 
do you know ; juft about^ne o'clock, 1 tho 
I heard a noife, and I opened my eyes i^ 
a tremble, and I thought lomebody was flan 
In a corner pjF the room, a,i^d I ilarted up in 
a fright, ^Rd was going to run into your L 
fliip's ^pom, and what do you think it ws 
the while? Why my cap, that I had Jiung 
and in ^^he hurry and flurry I was in, I fiio 
it was a head!" 

Smilip^ at l;^e terrible pamc pf Agnes, 



THiai CASTLE. ^0^ 

cilia was about to difmifs her, when flie again 
l>egan. " Dear Ma*am, I've heard fiich a 
difmal flory ^.o\it that room \«fhere the fpirit ' 
flew away, I declare it's enough to make one's 
hair ftand an end I dear me, about a poifoned 
letter, and about the late Marquis dying there 
in ftroug cdnT^i«ftions \ no, no, chiefs me, con- 
vulfions I mean ! and about the man that 
brought it difappearing all of a fudden ; and no- . 
body could tell where he went to, and he tos 
ij!;^evjer b^cn ieard of finee !*' 

And pray who told you this .fine fto^y AgtiCi>f 

. **Jeannette, Msi'zm; and fhe flirugged J>or 
Ihoulders, and looked very knowing, as if ^fae 
iktiew more than ihe chufed to tell ; and flie faid 
Ae dare^ayed the devil flew away with the man f 
Dear Ma'am, how fiiocking 1 why, fays I to 
Ihec, perhaps it was the devil that came to tlse 
window to-day, and looked fo^lack 1 

With difficulty fuppreffing a laugh, CeciHa 
"Was unwilUng that the domeftics iliould become 
again the vi£Hms of fear. *' You may rely 
tpon it, Agnes," faid Ihe, " it was the fpirit 
that flew away in that manner; the Cure faid fo, 
;iad he muft know : good ni^ht !" 

•'Yes, Ma'am, certainly, he muft know ;'• 
iadretired to her chamber tolerably courageous^ 
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CHAPTER VIII, 
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>EING now alone, the chequered fcer 
%he day paffed 'in review before the Jmagin 
t)f Cecilia, and gave rife to - niimberlefs cc 
ture>and fuppofitions. The fenfations of 
ror which feemed to reciif with fo much fo 
the* mind of the Marquis at the fi|ht oi 
chair whereon his deceafed uncle died, a 
the recolieftion of the circumftances att^ 
upon that death, added to the real terror ^ 
ia his countenance, upon hearing the t: 
the apparition, and particularly tht ftorj 
by the Cure, ferved to infufe fufpicions in 
inind, whigh, thoiigh the amiable condi] 
the Marquis feemed to belie, yet (he coul 
eradicate them from her bofom; they aro 
umphant) and perfiAed in maintaining the s 
jdancy. 

Theftrange circumftances flie had wit 
in the caflle in the foreft, and the myft- 
connection they appeared to have with the 
of Grangei^euve, and that of a modern 
^dded to the firange manner of th^ Ma 
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inced her there was fome dreadful fccret, 
hich the Marchioneis feemed to be a partak-[ 
ind {he became anxioufly curious for an ex- 
tion that might unravel a myftery which 
exedhernund, and agitated her bofom. 

I uncdmmon noife now alTailed her ear^ 
liftening with much trepidation, (lie 
ht (he heard a footdep, and fome one' 
ling. Starting up, much agitated by ter- 
he fearfully looked around the room, and 
hftened with trcmblitig anxiety, but no- 
was to be heard. Stilly however, unable • 
rfuade herfelf it was only the effect of ima* 
ion, (he partly dreffed herfelf, and exa* 
i the room with minute attention, but no 
was to be perceived^ except that by which 
tad entered the chamber, and (he rcliidt-: 
concluded it mufl have been an impreihon 

Tie time, however, elapfed before (lie could 

I her former tranquillity ; but 'at length, 

ig into a flumbcr, the remainder of the 

paflfed wjthout any further interruption. 

pairing in the morning to the breakfaft 
fhe found the Marquis pale, dejected, 
nelanclioly, whilft his countenance bore 
•ftiges of extreme agitation, having (hort- 
efore maintained pofTeflion of his mind. 
Marchioncfs fecmcd to have been equally 



agitated, and ^Ffibited' ii! KisJr Cofttltertaiite 
feme peufive lYielancholy. 

Cecilia for fomc tirtie remained (ilent, but 
length; eager va know whether they had he 
the noife which fo much terrified herfelf, ; 
whkh ftit judged from their appeaj^nce t 
l»d, (he introduced the §i\byedi. " I cc 
have almoft perfuaded nVyfelf, my Lady," 
ike; '^ that this chateau is a6VualIy haunted, 
I heard, or fancied 1 heard, a ftrangc noife 
the nrght, as if fome one was walking in 
chamber, but it mud be oniy the iikiiioh of ii 
gination." 

Anxiou(^ Hftenittg to Cecilia, the agifal 
Tfhich appeared to have been imweflred u] 
the countenance of the Marquis m fome nr 
fare returned, an4 the Marchionefe feer 
much alarmed. " The Marquis and nfiyie 
faid the latter, heard a fimilar noife, and I c 
feis we were alfo much alarmed, and I kE 
i>bt, my dear, in what manner jt is to be 
counted for, but it is very lingular we flic 
all hear the fame founds ; however, my c 
Cecilia, let me inrreat you will not mentio 
to any of ihe domefties, for if they hear oJ 
jiot one of them, I fuppofe, will flay in 
houfc." 

Compliance with this rcquefl was rea< 
promifed by Cecilia, whilrt (he could not av 
nmfing with fome degree of terror upon 
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drcumftance of the preceding night, which 
now feemed lo be fomcwhat more than an illu- 
fion of fancy. 

The Marquis, who had been hitherto filent, 
tiow faid, " there is fome trick in it, no doubt, 
aiid if 1 can difcorer tl\e author, he (hall be fe- 
vcrely punilhed." 

The incredulity displayed in thefe words of 
the Marquis, ill accorded with the terror which 
his countenance had diiplayed, upon hearing the 
different ftories concerning the apparition, and 
V which appeared now to have been imprefled by 
the occurrence of night. 

Breakfaft being finifhed, the Marquis propo- 
fed an examination of thofe upper apartittents' 
which they had not yet ventured into, and no 
objection being made to the propofal, th^ pro- 
ceeded up to another part of the fecond ftory, 
and examined feveral antique apartments, whicn,' 
however, difplayed nothing remarkable, and 
from thence afcended, by a nawow, dark, an4 
winding ftair-cafe, to feveraJ chambers above. 

Thefe had not been in the Icaft ahered by 
the late Marquis, but merely flightly repaired, 
as well as the roof, and now exhibited from' 
their antiquity an appearance fomewhat gloomy 
and terrific, whilft their own converfation, and 
the noife of opening and fhutting the doors* 
echoing through the chambers, where aU wa» 
K2 
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filencc, frequently made them ftart at tJttf 
founds ; and the refemblance between fome of 
the apartments and thofe Cecilia had examinc<^ 
at the caltle in the foreft, infufed a terror ioJLo 
her bofom, of which her noble companion* 
il'ere not partakers, but at the fame time feemed 
frequently to be the viAims of a fear entirely 
their own. 

The bell which the apparition Was fald to 
have rang in his flij^ht, at length attracted theif 
attention, and the Marquis eagerly infpe^tedit. 
There Were evident marks of its having htttt 
partly melted, whilft the adjoining wail wa» 
tlackened, and fome rubbiih lying there Coti- 
vinced tkem the Cure was right with refpeft 
to the lightning having ftruck the building. 

** Lightning has evidently flruck the build- 
ing," faid.the Marquis, as he contemplated iltt 
appearances before hiin. 

"No doubt, my Lord,*' replied Cecilia, 
^and it affords, I think, the beft explanation 
•f the fuperftitous terrorsnof Jeanette-'* 

The Marquis paufcd as if he ftifl doubted,, 
ikttd they proceeded in theiar examination. 

Opening a door, another feemed to be open- 
ed at the fame time. The Marquis ftarted, and 
looked at the Marchionefs and Cecilia, who 
ittxe equally furprifed. 
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*♦ Surety faid the Mafijuis, ** another door 
was opened befides that I unfaften^ 4-." " I 
thought fo," replied ihe Marchionefs. 

" Perhaps, my Lord," faid Cecilia, " it was 
opened by fome domeilic, who is in fearch of* 
your Lordlhip." 

They Hftened for fome time, but no farther 
noifc was to be heard ; and, at length, the 
Marquis leading the way, they proceeded into, 
the apartments, where the former, drawing hi^ 
fword, cautiouffy looked on each fide, and was 
walking forward, when, fuddenly ftarting, he 
became pale and agitated, and with difficult/ 
ftipport^d himfelf, whilft he feemed enable to 
move from the fpot. 

The Marchionefs fcreamed, afid Cecilia high-r 
ly alarmed, tremblingly direiftcd her eyes for- 
ward, and faw a whole length pifture hang-t 
ing oppofite, which bore a ftrong refemblance 
to fome one Ihe had fcen before, but Ihe couki 
not in the agitation of her mind reeolle6i 
whom* 

Difplayed in a proper degree of tight where 
it was placed, the portrait had a ftriking appear-/ 
ahce, and ahnoft imprefled the beholder with 
the idea of a living figure. ^ 

" Who placed that pidlurc. there ?" bH tU 
Marquis in a faiat Toicc, 
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" Whofe portrait is it m/ Lord ?'* faid C 
lia. ^ 

" My dcceafed uncle," faid the Marquis, 
low tone of voice. 

Wondering at the agitation difplayed by 
Marquis as he contemplated the piiSure, C 
j^a looked at the Marchionefs, who feemed 
cafy, and faid to her hufband, " we had be 
rny dear, difcontinue our invefligation, and 
turn to it another time." 

*' No, no," replied the Marquis, who ; 
appeared fomewhat recovered, •' let us proc 
it was only a fudden alarm at fo unexf>e6t 
meeting with a ilriking refemblance of my 
ceafed relative; but ftill 1 cannot conceive 1 
it came to be placed there." 

Stopping for a moment, as if reflefSiing u 
the circum (lance, he agait\ looked towards 
pidure ; and again darting, *' did you not 
It move ?" faid the Marquis in a tremulous 
agitated tone of voice. 

C^uiia, who was looking towards the < 
ment, now ftarted, and tremblingly dire 
her eyes towards the pi<flure, but it appe 
exa^Iy the fame. 

** My dear^Lord," faid the Marchionefs 
the tendered manner, we had better reti 
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y«ur fpirits ieen too much agitated to continixr 
the exafmiiiation." * 

No reply was nrtade by the Marquis, wfeo nrtWx 
advaticcd tvith hafty fteps into the adjoining 
rbom behind tfie pi<5lure, whifft the Marchionefl 
and Cecilia followed with confiderabfe trepida* 
t?on. 

Minutely examining the apartment he now* 
entered, " I muft have been miftaken,*' faki the; 
Marquis, '' there is nothing here that couid. 
contribute to move it," 

" No doubl yott was, my tbrd,** repKed^ 
Cecilia. 

Another ^l^^ft now attvaAed the attention 
of the Marquis; a picture was likewife hung 
in this room, which proceeding to view, he 
ct)ntemphiced wit% ^tenti6n, mixed with much 
terror, and confiderable agitation. 

Cecilia obferved him, and then looked at the 
pSfture, which fhe conceived to be a portrait 
bearing ^ ftrong refemblance to that in the ad- 
joining room. " Whofe portrait is that, my 
Lord ?*' faid (he haftily. The Marquis pairfed, 
and, at length, replied, "It is an old one, and 
.now worth nothing." 

The appearance of the pifturc gave to Cecilia- 
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SI different opinioni of its worth, biit fuppreffinf 
any farther obfervatioh, flie remained filent. 

Standing in the attitudp of reflexion for 
fpme time, the Marquis at length faid, *• Tiv» 
is furely fairy-land ! I know not how to account 
for fuch a fingular circumftance ! I left the pic- 
tures amongft a heap of lumber upon the floor 
in another apartmen^, when I quitted the 
place, and now they arc hung up in order ! 
they feem to have been lately cleaned too !" faid 
the Marquis, again contemplating the picture 
before him. 

Again he mufed for fome.time, whilft the 
Marchionefs appeared equally thoughtful. 

•* Perhaps, my Lord," faid Cecilia, " old 
Jeanette cleaned them, and placed them in that 
fituation." 

No," replied the Marquis, fhe was afraid of 
afcending to thefe apartments," and ftill conti- 
nued in a thoughtful poifure; at length he 
filently proceeded, followed by the ladies towards 
the adjoining apartment, which the Marquis 
minutely examined. Every room and paflage 
was inveftigated, for the Marquis now ieemed 
particularly anxious* in examining them, but 
nothing worthy of remark: was difcovered. 

The laft apartment that remained uninvefti- 
gated was now entered. "Here" faid .the 
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Marquis, looking towards the floor, " thofe 
two pictures were thrown amongft this lumber.*' 

Looking to the ground, Cecilia perceived a 
number of old pidures and damaged and de- 
payed furniture lying in confu fion upon the floor, 
** Is it not very ftrange ?*' faid the Marquis, ad« 
drefiing his wife, 

"It' is, my dear, very Angular," replied the 
Marchionefs, ^' and I know not how to explain 
the circumftance.*' 

The Marquis contemplated the confufed heap 
before them for foftie ^tirne in thoughtful mood* 
At length, ho\yever, they quitted the room, and 
he iignified his intention of again examining 
the apartments in the fecond ftory. The ladiei 
determined to accompany him, and they pro- 
ceeded : nothing new, however, was difcover- 
ed, and they, at length, returned to their for* 
iijer apartment, * 

Night arrived, and Cecilia retired to her 
chamoer with a palpitating heart : the event of 
the preceding night recurring to her recollediori, 
brought with it a return of the terror which that 
circumflance had occafioned, and which novr 
agitated her mind, In fpitc of every effort to thS? 
contrary, 

Secrecy was abfolutely pecefTary to be ufed| 
b9Wever> toward^ Agneb, relative to the Wt 
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cumftance ; tbut Cecilia determioed not to r»^ 
.tire to reft until after the time when fixe h?4 
heard the noife on the preceding night, in order. 
^o afcertain certainly, in cafe of. its retvrni 
wiether it was merely an illufion of fancy. 

Informing Agnes, therefore, flie intended to 
finifh a drawing before flie retired, the iatt^ 
was difmifled to her apartment. She now en- 
jd^voured to ^ftra^ her mind by employing 
Jierfelf in drawing and in reading, but fimoy 
portrayed terrific apparitions behind her chai^ 
and ilarting every moment, and looking round 
;to aicertain whether in reality a^y form was in 
the room, (he found herfdf wholly unable to 
tattend to the book before her, and, rifing haflily 
from her c^air, paced the room for fome tim^ 
with confiderable agitation. At length beconv- 
ing fomewjhat more caln^, (he placed her chair 
i^ a corner of the room clofe to the wall, and' 
putting her lamp upon a imall table near it, ftxe 
again took up the volume and endeavoured to 
forget her fears, 

Succefs for a Ihort time attended her effort^ 
and fhe, in fome degree, loft fight of her ter* 
/or ; but the clock having ftruck twelve, all het 
,£ear involuntarily returned. It was about thU 
lime on the preceding night that ftve had heard 
the noife by which file had been fo much alarm- 
ed. Expe^ing 'every minute to witnefs it again, 
her agitation became extreme. She again paced 
Sfofi room wiih hurried and tjixnid Hep, andfaor 
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cied her (Icps were repeated by fome one fol- 
lowing -her. Haftily turning, and almoft ready 
^ feint, (he Itaod ftill for fonvs time, but no 
fioife was to be heard. -Sfill, however fancy pour- 
trayed a terrific figure purfuing her at every llep» 
and at length unable to walk, (he again repaired 
to her chair, and thcew herfelf. into it almoift 
inienfible. 

Liftcning, whilft an univerfal tremor feiied 
her, file^«peiQ:ed<cvidry toonjeni to 'heara-returm 
of the founds which had caufed fo much terrot 
in her mind. At length the clock ftruck one^ 
«Qd Ciecilia, ilarting at the found, fancied, tft 
tlic flurry of her i4>mt% rt ^was iome fupernatu- 
fal noife. She foon, however, recollcdied with 
furprize, that the clock had ftruck one on the 
preceding night, fom^ itime after file .had iie^ 
^ HDiie. 

Concluding, in confequeace, it muft have 
been merely an iHufion of fancy, ihe determined 
to retire' to reft. Sotne portion of terror, how^* 
ever, ilill lingered in her mind, and it was a 
confiderable time before fhe was enabled to wel- 
come the approach of fleep. At length Unking 
into a fl umber, the night pafTed away, and 
C^ilia aWaked in the motiilng, convinced, that 
what (he had heaJ^d mud have been the sffc6t of 
fawginatioiu 

T. ■ 
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Jri. fiRIVED . 8t the breakfaft table M 
Mxrcfiusfeemed more calm >thaii u^l^ but (bUt 
very thoughtful and : ^refetHred, CecUia wt$ 
anxious to know whether they had beard any 
|M}iie^ and began the fioavprCmon. *^ 1 wai 
idxaid, my Lady^" ^reffing Wfelf to the 
J^rchionefe/* I Oionld have hpud Ahat ibaiqp 
Boileagaio h& pightr but 1 exp^i^eed no >fo«: 
turn of it, and conclude, therefore, it mttll 
have been merely finiilufion of fancy.*' 

. " Nor did we, n^ ^dcf^r^^ ejipeclence apyf^ 
l^rn of it/'. replied . thj^ .filarchion^^,;^^ ^aod X 
^pppfe, Uierefopre Jt w^ only a deception. <4 
l^ginatipn; but it is very Ari|()ge that w$ 
4iould all be deceived in the iame manner I" 

** True, M^aW'iaid ,qWi<ia,^^ ^^^ ib9^ 
l^quia now broke the fij^c^ ,h|e>W hithertii 
imaintamed. *f Perhaps," faid hc„."fit -wil 
fsincy ; but there is fomcthing very myfterlous, 
fiotwithflanding, about iftiis pla$:e^ wh4«|) J 9f(^ 



Ce^plia. looked at th^ Marquis with tnuch at* 
tentioil, but was fiV.it, as well as the Marchio4 
ne(s. A domeftic brought in a letter, which 
he delivered to the Marchionds, who no foonef * 
looked at the Aiperfcripti^n, than' (he exclam*. 
cd, *^ It is my brother's han)i !" and cagerlf, 
opening the letter, whilft the' countenance of 
the Marquis brightened, ilie exclaimed, with a 
joyful tone, " he is -coming here immediately.*" 

** Good Heavens ] Is it poflible ^ faid the^ 
]\farqui8$ who had fcarcely uttered the words be- 
fore a domeftic announced the Chevalier der 
IJlolette, and could b\it ju ft articulate the name^ 
before an offider haftily entered the room, and 
the Marchionefs ftew into his arms. 

The Marcjuis welcomed his arrival with heart- 
felt ^oy, whilft Cecilia, who had refpc6tfully 
arifenatthe enterance of the ftranger, was for- 
gotten, amid the mutual and joyrul congratu* 
iitioo& that now took place. t - 

At length, the ftranger cafting his eyes to- 
wards Cecilia, the Marquis recpllefted himfclfi 
•* My niece, 1 prefume," faid the* ftranger. 

** No, replied the Marquis, with a figh, 
**lny daughter, is no more ; but this young 
l^y I have adopted in her ftead, and a$ my 
adopted daughter, permit me to introduce her 
to you, my dear Chevalier. This gentleman, 
n^ dear CeclHai" addreffing himfeu tp her. 
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^ is the Cheralier de MoleClc^ brotber lb Ae 
Ifarchioacfi.'* ^ 

The Cheiralier addrrf?cd her with the ntmof 
politellef^ and vrhol^ party being novr (eat- 
edy Cecilia had- leif are to contemplatrttidr new 
v^fitor, who appeared to be not yet paflH the 
prime of life, but lying under the di^vant^^ 
of being forr.ewbat emaciated. He was rather 
above the middle fize, and his figure was ftifl 
good, and appeared to have been fhll more de- 
rant. His countenance, whiFfl^ it exhibited a 
Sriking refemWancc to that of bis fifter, dit 
played a very Ikrge fliarc of urbanity, bcaevo- 
fence and good nature. 



" Where have you been all this tinjc^ 
Charles?" faid the Marchionefs. " We mouni'^ 
ed you as dead, and coqclnded you had beer 
ihipwrecked, and we had loft you; for ever." 

*' You had nearly loft me for ever," replied" 
the Chevalier.. " You may remember 1 .wrote 
you I meant to take ray paflage from NapFes 19 
France. The velTcl in which I embarked wa§ at- 
tacked by a Corfair in the Mediterranean. Wc 
m,ade a ftout refiftance, but in vain ; all our 
mafts were fliot away, and we were compelled 
to furrerjder, when reduced to a mere wreck,, 
and all that remained alive on board were carried' 
to Barbary, and treated as flaves. 

** I was conveyed fome diftanc© into tfe* 



#9tmfry^ and compelled to bboxir ^long with a 
fellow Countryman who had b^en many yeafs in 
Ijaveiy. A. community in misfortune foon made 
us firm friends, for Uiough he appeared to have 
Ijcen only a domeftic in fbme family, that was nof 
place for diftindion, and wc together meditat- 
1^ an efeapc, which was by no means eafy, as 
fce afTured me he had not been able, during the 
whole period of his flavery, to meet with a fi€ 
opportunity^ 

" Indeed, we Sound it a very difficult taflfei 
The ma<!er was aimolt conftantly upon the 
watch, and when he was not, his fon, who wa» 
^uaUy cruel and auftcre with himfelf, fupplied 
&is,p)4Lce: ibere we remained for three years, 
tinable to form any plan w^ich promifed in itf 
execution any rational hope of cieape, and to 
have made an attempt without being able to 
ierfcft it, would hare only fcivtd to plunge u# 
aitamerc hopeicfs^c^tiyity. 

H,Af fetigth, fcowevef, a circumftance oc* 
^utred which favoured us ; this was the celebra* 
€<m ofi^wedding of the fon of the barbarian 
who hekl us in chains. There war littlfettpuH 
of the general mirth, and, moft probably, in« 
tULication, hvhicK wouM lake place amjwi^ft his 
filmilyf 8^ all events, they wtNild be fo.mucl^ 
^^S^ ^ to afford us. a good opportunity for 
cfeape,^ and t»f which we frdetermiaed to lake 



.♦* My companion found means to pi^vM^ 
two complete Mooriih dreffes ; drefled in thefej 
trc failied forth, when all were too moch em- 
ployed to think about usi and feizing two hoffesr 
which were grazing in the field, immediatrfy 
mounted them, and galloped, with the titmofr 
rapidity, in that direifHon which we thdight 
would lead us to the ocean. Fortunatery, jufl: 
as the morning dawned, we arrived tfpon an 
imfrequented part of the coaft, from whence y 
bpat was putting off. This we immediately 
hailed ; the rowets flopped, for a moment, 'to. 
contemplate us, and the people in the boat 
itemed confultirig amOngft themftlres^^ 'When 
we immediately threw off our Mooriih drtsfs,- and* 
pointed to our own ragged ortes, which wcl^d" 
kept- on beneath our difguifesi 

■^ ■ , • ■ . ... 

i.^N'O longer- befitatmg,. they now haftened; 
back to the (bore, and. imntediately took us.^pn^ 
board. Soon arriving at the vefTel to which the 
boat l^daQg^d,. we found it^^o aun great :j«y,. 
to be French, and the Captain^ on hearing ouii 
jftory, muft humanely agreed to. give, us^ a free 
parage to ou£uativeland.. 

"Pate, however, ftill perfccutcd m, an* 
we had been but a day or two on^board^ when w 
Solent hurricane arofe,. and drove the veCe^ 
Oompletely . out of its ^^iMirfe,. damaging k aO 
the (aiii^ time very co»fiderably, fo muehv • ^^^ 
diic Captain jthought i^niceirary to bear away 
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Jbr^'ffte fifft port, for the purpofe of" repairing 
^e fliip. . 

v*''Sairccff had» he thus determined, htfore 
Ae vclTel was again doomed to^ encounter • a? 
ftorm, and being now totally unable to combat 
its violence, was dHveii alioqt at the liltrcy of 
the winds for fome time, and, at length, (truck 
upon a> rock with eondderable Ibrce. 

•* A pitchy darknefs f^rrounding^ tis and fhe 
ftorm raging witb tremendouJ violence, the 
Captain gave up all for lotft, and defired evrfry 
one to fave himfelf as he could ; for my own 
parr^ I faw nov profpei^ of efcape, and' refignect 
^jpyfelf to the event. * 

**^ The ftiip *i Boat was Toon Ikunchecf from Ita- 
fide, but every one endeavouring to croud intrf 
k, for the purpDfe of- preferving their lives, h 
overfet, and itte; whole party were dfowi)ed» 
Nothing was now heard but groans and lament- 
ationB of dHbHsfii; My companioif; tod myfel^ 
ftood upon deck, but made no effort to efcape) 
though he feeitied peculiarly anxious to prolonj 
'" kis evidence, but he thought', as-well as-myfel 
a better opporhinity wmildToccurv » 

*.* A tremendous fwell now ftnick the fliipf 
a loud cralh aifailed my ear ; I was dadied againft 
fome hard' fubitance, and^ heitrd- no more. 
When I recovered my fenfes, I perceived my* 
&li to be in bed in an ^artmenti aada^AilHNnai^ 
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man whom I haftily thought was my forinef^ 
companion. Turning nay eyes wildly upon 
Uaif''G(H)A God I 'i«dl> ♦ hojf 4id yo^ cf- 
«ape?' '♦ 

*^ Shakily *hf9 bead, I pereeiv«d my tniftakej^ 
Ve told the wotiian, who wa« ilandmg towav<l^ 
the foot of the bod, to take care of me, and if»> 
mediately quitted the room. I (tared about the 
^rOfnent '^iiilMne tfole, fcaire^ly -ilenfibli^ but 
^ 4ei>gth wm fnfficiemly r^ov<ered to aftthef 
i(pi»ak bafeie nie wlieite 1 wats. 

; * Sir' . ri^pyed (kt^.*iyovL jvt in- the boofe joI 
the Count Pignezza. ' w ^l^ 

--•-Cood God!,fc4df, *'.nfiy .intirwiC'.fHemlf 
%e fo good as to ^a and: inform Mm the^GhiJv:alkf 
ist Mofetie h kidcptect to ikv^kyi^eb im w 

I •* The wcpfft ifjrnncdwstely ^tted tbe rooin|^ 
yiKl very ^^rtfy afterwanis the door opencdf 
tnd . tlie Gouat ' himfelf entered the aparthaent t 
^miifo fhe beif which LadTanced half out ci 
to meet him. . Our istitiial coi^|;fat»bEtiion9 
over, he begged me to remain quiet and com* 
P^Miiatti I wa^ p«ife£^tyifacov:ei^d. 

•* Eager to ktnt' the fate of my c(arm|^anion# 
^n board the onforrupftte reffel,i nid ptrticul^tj/ 
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•'My dear Tricad,' faid I, with the utmoft ear- 
neftnefs, * what has become of my Ihipwreck* 
cd companions'?' 

**Witha melanchory countcnancie he repli- 
ed^ * I am forry to inform you, my dear Che- 
'y2Xief, that no« one was faved from the wreck 
except yourfclf.* 

** Sighing deeply, I fincerely lamented the 
£|te of thofe to whoie humanity I was incieptedl 
for my efcape from barbarian fUores, and pecu«* 
Marly that of my companion in flavery, wha 
fccmed fo extremely anxious to prefervc his 
life. My curiolity was, however, inteiefti^d, to 
learn in what maaner myfelf had efcaped alone* 

* By what miracle, my dear Count,' faid I^ 
* was my life prefervcd ?• * 

* The veflel,' repHed he, * was wrecked at na 
great difta nee from my houfe, and hearing the 
guns of diftrefs ^red, I ordered my fcrvants ta 
proceed immediately to the fpot, and render 
every affiftanoe in their power towards pre- 
ferving the lives and property of thofe on boatd, 
whilft I followed them fiiortly afterwards* ^ 

* Arriving at the fpot, I was dlftrefled to 
find it imprafticable, from the raging of the 
ftorm and fwelling of the billows, to make any; 
effort to affift the unfortunate r and the crafhf 
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we foon after heard, infplred ul wit^ thf cnoft 
Inelahchoiy appreheu£oA. 

* At this moment a loud cfy wis uttered hf 
feme of my domeftics, and one ^f them in- 
formed me a body was thrown upon the fliore :' 
I immediately ordered fome of them to convey 
it to my houfe, and fend for a ndghbaHring 
phyficlan, that every means might be ufed ro? 
the purpofe of reftoring the t^nfortunatc perfon 
to life. Little did I imagine, my dear Chevi- 
ler, it was yourfelf whom I had thus direded- 
to be carried to my manfion. I determined, 
however^ to remain on the fliore, in hopes or 
being enabled to be of fome fervice to the per* 
ions in diilrefsi but, to our infinite mortiiica*^ 
lionf the day dawned upon us, without wnf 
opportunity having offered, and the firft bluih 
%t tht morning lamentably convinced us of tlie 
inutility of any fuflher ftay, for it exposed ta 
our view nought but the wide expanfc of the 
•cean, with here and thene apiece of the wtedk, 
but no living being was to be difcovered, wiiiHI 
k iliii remainfed uniafe to venture upon the 
wave9» 

^ • With meltncholy fenfations I now quitted 
the ihore, leaving i feied number of the do« 
medics, whom I (lri(ftly charged to ufe eveiy 
poffibfe effort to faive any pnopeny th^y coul<C 
or pick up aory bodies that might doat towardf> 
the fiiore, and they have lately returned with 
^ alRirance of having been able ;o Jzrt 
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^d^ing, nor have any hqdits as yet beca 
ftfovyn iipon the firand. M tQ the prefer vatioii 
OT any life befides your own, it is now beyqacl 
a doubt that no other caii Jiave becnigved, 

^ I returned to the houfe for the purpofe of 
4^'btaihlnjg reft after the unuCual fetigue I ba4 
Vndcrgone, ,and had juft arifen, aifter enjoying a 
found and rcfrefhing fleep^ when the woman, 
#h6 had been ftatipned in jyour chamber, for 
Cie purpofe of atfepdpg wppp you, ciWne ^W 
l;uptly into .my 4Jiar'ti?7eqt, and J^d the gentle* 
map (he wag waiting upon was my intimat^^ 
Qiencl. Siji^prifed at xhis, I was .fliu mor^ 
uhaied whpn fte mentioned the name pf Da 
fif^ette,; ind Scarcely believing; what J hewd, X 
ijmnicdipte^y can .hither, .to afcertaip the truth ^ 
irn,4,j^ will noj dpubt my fincerity, rty de^f 
y)bcv^Ue(r,. wheal, e^^^cfs thi? peculiar Mp^ 
«lefe I Teel at this meeting^ tppugb Attend^ 
with fon^e melancholy circumitances ; and wheii 
OW, are. fcnjiewhat .more /«pojrered,, ?I fliftll *fe« 
^licft .a detail. ot.,yQurijlyen^ /Snce J,la(l ij^f. 
you, as well as of the arcumftancfea that broughj 
jLOtt/orne^.thi^ Nefipoliia^i jcoilft** 

. i bad Uflij^ed Attentively;^ to ,riic n^^ <^ 
tW 'Cpunt, a^dj^ now feeUng^'myfelfin^ tolerable. 
ijttrit§,, r^cQuptcdj to .him .the i narrative pf m^ 
own adventures, with BJ^iph^c. w^SimMch^^f* 
fe6ted, and I remained feveral days at his houfe, 
^ring frfupb iimed^f^fp^ :p^fc<5Uy. rcc0icci«id, 
Wim'l wa$ therei feveral bodies Abated pf) 
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iliore, and I looked anxioufly anion gft them, C6 , 
difcovcr that of my former companion, deter* 
mining to pay to his remains peculiar honour, 
bat I did not experience the melancholy plca- 
fure of meeting with it. Amongft them, how- 
ever, I perceived the body of fh^ Captain of the 
vefTel who had fo liumanely agreed to give a 
free paiTage to myfelf and my companion. I 
could not help fUedding tears at the fight of hi$ 
' faid ramains, and, with the Count's permifiioni 
the body was interred with every mark of re- 
fi>e6t, myfelf attending the funeral, with real 
forrow and regret. The reft were likewife de^ 
Gently buried ; and liow becoming impatient to 
return to my native country and friends, after. 
fo long an abfence, I fignified to the Count my 
intention to depart. He did not attempt to op» 
pofe it, feeling for my anxiety to revifit my. 
country and relations, but charged me to renirni 
by land, and not again tnn t^e rii]k pf beiogj 
carried into flavery, 

** His advice I determined to {otloyp'/atidi 
after a tedious journey, you fee ape arrived." 

The tears of the Marchioncfs frefuentjy hett 

Eathetic wjitnef^ to thp intereft /he t^ooH in bei 
rother^s n^s^rative, whilft Cecilm often let fell 
a pearly drop in fy mpathetic uhifon. The Mar» 
fuis had been all attentiox^i and the GhevaUef 
4ia,ving no.w concluded, — 

m Well, my dear ChevaKcr/' 6{d tfec |tfari^\48| 
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*< L Jiope by your long cefidence here now, yoa 
will atone for your lengthened abfence, and wc 
will' encteavour to make prcfcnt pleafurc ob* 
literate the remembrance of paft pahu" 

The Chevalier fmilingly bowed. 

" My dear brother/^ faid the Marchionefs, 
•* what a miraeuloiis elcape your's was ! 1 cans- 
not help thinking of it." ^ 

"Providential, Loiiifa," repKed the Cheva- 
lier, " but I wifli mod devoutly my companion 
in flavery had likewife been preferved ; it would 
have afforded me peculiar plcafure to introduce • 
him here, for, .without his. affi (lance, moft 
afluredly I fliould hot haVe efcapad as I did. 

** I lament his death,** faid the Marchione(i^ 
•* moft fincercly J it would have gvep .me. equal 
pleafure toluve welcomed hlni to this manfion ; 
and, whatever mighf be his rank, I fhould have; 
Seated him with refpe*^; as the deliverer of my* 
brother from the cruel bonds of flavery/' 

The Chevalier feized his fifter's hand; and^ 
tenderly prefled it to his lips; whilft the Mar- 
quis expreifed an equal regret at the deatli of^ 
the man whom the Chevalier had jSronou need' 
to have been fo materially a^fting in delivering, 
hta frpin captivity. 
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Dinner was at this inftant announced^ thejf 
(^pnvcriation interrupted, ajid thie fubjeft foo^ 
forgotten, amid tl;e hilarity that jeigned ampngft 
^he party, and which continued till a late hour 
before they retired to reft. ,A chaoiber was 
^Hotted to the Chevalier, which adjoined to* 
l^e apartment of the Marquis and Ma^glM<>Q^S| 
fi^ >v.ejl *$ to that whti-c Cecilia flept. 



CHAPTER X, 



'A 



FEW days palTed in the utmoft (;heer- 
iilnefs ; the Marquis appearing to have loft alt 
tus pielancholy and gloom, becajrje a qonnpanion 
highly agreeable and entertaining, jyhilft the 
^archlonefs, naturally inclined to vivacity, de- 
rivjed ^ the higjieft gratification from the contem- 
plation of her hufband's cheerfplnefs, and it ad- 
ded to hjer liv^linefs, a naivete peculiarly en* 
cjianting. Ceicilia eafily caught the happy gaiety! 
$r,ound l)er, and joined then) with the moft art^. 
Ids fimplicity and fprightlinefs. The Chevalicf 
^nccrely rejoicing at his deli veitoce from flavefjr V 
jind fhipwreck, wanted not a ftimulus to mtrtby 
|^9([} ,^ ei^^p^ecl|tr^n^uif happio^fs^ th»t ^^l^ 
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ft/>mm«nicatcd Itfelf to the honfrhold, where alt 
Objedts of tefirar were now forgotten. . \ 

Their mirth however was delVtned to be foon^ 
Khateriafly iiitefrupted. Ojie night, ay Cecilia 
remained awake, reviewing in her memory^ • 
Urith confiderable Gheerfiilnefs, fome of the 
pleafing everts of the day, a loud noife in thS 
Chevalier's afpj&rtineftt fomewhat alarmed her>- 
jind Tiftening wi^h fome terror, he feemed to^ be* 
calling out in a very loud tone <^f voice, but' 
from the thicknefs of. fhewall which feparaterf 
them, (lie could net diftingnifh what he iaid^ " 
and cottCluded he" was talking in his tfeep. 

Silence enfued for a fliort time, and' Cecilia ; 
heard a foot ftep, and fome one breathing, as if 
• i"n her apartment ; riiing up in the litmoft af* 
foght, loud /ounds in the Chevalier*s chamber'' 
•gain attracted htt attention, and together witl^ 
a voice in that of the Marquis arid Mai'chionefs 
6verp^)wered the founds flie haci before heard^* 
>vhich flie could not now diflinguifli. 

Liftening with real terror, all noife at Ichgth 
teafed, and left Cecilia inaftate of great' inclif- 
politlon. The palpitation of her heart had in- 
ereafed until ftie had nearly fainted, and it was 
long before flie recovered fufficient calnrinefs ta' 
ttiakc any effort to obtain fleep. * Short flumbera;; 
however now Aifurped the place of fleep, and*. 
thofe frequently interrupted by terrid'c vifions^ 
ti2d l^rrid drea^ns. 
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Repairing in the morning to the bre^kfa{{ 
^ble, Ceqilia perceived a gloomy melancholy 
jbad taken pofTeffion of the countenance of the 
Marquis, which fecmed to refiife all relaxatfonj 
ind deny all accefsto vivaoity and cheerfulnefs.— 
The Marcbionefs was pale, and fcemed penfivc 
and diRreflfed, whilft the Chevalier evidently ap- 
peared to be labouring under anxiety, andlooK- 
«d with enqiriring eyes at his fifter, the Mar- 

Juis and Cecilia, who herfelf appeared rather 
allid, and was really much indifpofed. 

Silence was at length interrupted by the Che- 
valier : " I cannot conceive,'* faid he " whd 
was in my apartment in the night, nor how they 
could get in, for my door was locked, and I 
looked narrowly about the room this morning, 
but I cannot perceive any other entrance; ferae; 
one however was there, for I plainly hearf 
them breathe, and the i'ound of Their foolfteps; 
1 called out very loudly, and no one anfwcring, 
I feized my fword, and groped about the room 
as well as I could in -the dark, but no one was 
to be found. If I was fuperftitious L might 
fancy it was an apparition but I fhould really - 
like to have the matter explained, if an expla- 
nation is poffible. 

*' I wiih I could explain it," faid the Marquis, 
with a melancholy g'avitv, " I heard the noifc 
likewife, and for the fecond time fince I have 
taken up my refidence in this chateau, but from 
what caufe it proceeds I am totally Ignorarit.** 



^' A trkk, 1 fuppofe/* faid the Chevalier, 
•''plaved by fom'e pei*fort in the- houfe to fright^rf 
urali." 

** I^m ccJtnpeUed to <ay,'' repHed the Maf* 
^uis, "that that is impoflible ; there is no oner 
in the houfe befides my domeftics, and there ir 
ibt the leaft gfourtd' for believing that arty of v 
thehi would attempt to play fiich a trick, add 
to this, there is no mean« by which they could^ 
doit."' 

"You feem to conclude, then,*'' fiid tKtf 
Ghevalierj " that the'^ hbufe is realfy haunted."' 

" I have heard many ftfange ciffcumftancesf 
Brother,'* replied the Marquh, "both from thd 
old houfekeeper Jeanette^ and^thc- Cure of thi 
|iari(hi» . / 

•• I winenquire cbnfcerftingit;"faid theCheirai 
Ijer^ "lam now yeiy. anxious to- dive to thr- 
Bottom of this bufinefs**^ 

"Let me beg, of youf * faid tlie Mar^uisj^ 
f' not' to enquire ^f any one of the houfehold 
Concerning it, lyecaufe my domellics are ' coni 
vinced.' the'fpirn fle^ avvay Under the from of^-^ 
black raven, when the Cure, exorcifed it, and 
are confequently under no apprehenfions con*- 
cerning it, and your encjuiry would pefhap^^ 
tead to renovate their former fears* If va^^ 
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do make siny enquiry^ make it in iecret of the 
Cure." 

Laughing beartil|r at the ftory, the Chevalier 
liromifed compliance with the Marquis's re- 
qweft, wondering at the fame time at the anx- 
iety and tlic terror which feemed to pervade th« 
f^ounteoance of the latter. 

Seizing an opportunity of quitting the cha- 
icau, the' Chevalier walked towards the refi- 
deuce o£ the Cure, and perceiving a perfon of 
ft clerical appearance come out of the houfe, 
{ueded it was the man he was in fearch of, 
Jtnd politely accofted him : " 1 fuppofe Sir,*' 
feiil the Chevalier, ** yott arc the Cure of this 

" Yes, Sir," replied the Core, « aC yduf 

ftrvice.*^^ 

*« I anv the brother of the MarfehiOneft la 
Graogencuve," iaid the Chevalier. 

The Cure recolle6led having feen the Cheva- 
lier a day or two before in company viiih the 
Marquis and Marchionefs, and bowed oblb- 
4|uiou{ly. 

Entering into converlation, the Chevalict 
Ibon fbund means to turn it^ in a jocular man- 
ner, to the fubjeft" of the fupp'ofed apparitloW, 
and the Cure laughingly related to him* the tales 
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(Concerning' It, which he had t6Ici at the Mar- 
quis's table, and the ftpry of the exorcifm kind 
me "black ra<reh, aft which the Chevalier laugh-^; 
cd very heartily. 

** But, moreover, Sir,*^* continued the Cure^ 
iherc is ftill another tale to be told concerning it| 
and that of a very modern date, even to modem 
as laft night' 

«Laft night!" faid the Chevalier haftify, zni 
mth ihe u'tmoft e&gerhfcfs, " wh^t of laft night;** 

" Why, Sir,'* replied ihe Cure, int«it upon 
his ftofy, " i concluded, as a matter of courft*^ 
fhat after the mfeir of the black raven, I fliouHl 
have heard no more of the apparkioh, becau£ 
•it was univorfaliy cohfid^red to be put t9 
left for ever/- 

^ Biit what of lalt night?*' impatiently iiv 
terrupted the Chevalier. 

" Why, . Sir, ydu fhall hear,** replied the 
Cure : ** h(i night ohfc of my Lord's tenants, a 
very ignorant fellow, i^as ret lirning^. home late 
in the night, and, nioft probably, with a good 
deal of liquor in his head, and as he came paft 
ihy Lord ^s grounds', fie happened to. look to^ 
wards the chateau, thinking, 1 fuppofe, of the 
apparition that ufed to be there, and he de- 
clares pofitively he faw the ghoft in the form of 
tti^ kite ^arqUiSi with a lamp'm £is Huiii^ 
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ftanding.in the |oom which the -apparition ufed^ 
coriftantly to frequent, as the ftory goes, ancf 
prefently he vaniftied, all of ;^fudden, in a flafh' 
Officii." 

^*You- perceive, Sir," continued the Cur^ 
•* it is only the old ftory revived, and 1 laughed^ 
heartily at him this morning when he told me^ 
t)f it, for" his credulity; for how can )^ou fup- 
pofe, faid 1 to the man, that a ghoft can api 

fear again after being (o .efFe(f^uaily laid ? Howe- 
ver, he perfifts in his ftory, and I can't convince 
him to-the contrary." 

^^ The Chevalier hear J the i-efatioh of the Car^ 
throughout with confiderable furprife, and fooil 
Ufter taking his leave^ meditated upon the cir- 
cumftance, as he walked towards the chateau^ 
With nAuch attention. The coiticidence of the 
fuppofed appearance in the room, and the noiiS 
he was convinced he had heardjn his own cham- 
ber, fortiewhat ftaggered his incrediilfty, and aU 
moft induced him to imagine the chateau muft b6- 
haunted by fome apparition. Unwilling, hqw*- 
ever, to believe" what he conddercd as an impof^ 
fibiiity, h^ was inclined fo conclude there mufE" 
be fomc i' k played to occafion the ftrange cir- 
cumftances he had witheffed, and, after fonife 
further confideration; he formed a refolutioilj. 
the execution of whichv will Toon b^ related. 

Returning to the chateau, he found thV 
Marquis, Marchioncfs and Cecilia, . fitting, witfi' 



l^iicli jgravity, ahrf fortne mi^lancbolyln a room 
li'liich commanded a fine vicDi^ of the Dccan, 
tnd which they were all mirch attached to. 
**So," ftid, the Chevalier, ^ foon 'as he'eiitef- 
ed^ ^^ I have been talking with the Ciire, at^d 
I have heard the tales about the bell and 
femps, and-fliflies of fire, and, 'to crown ^11- 
Ae black raven ! Ha^ ha, ha1 iionfertlical fluff !'' 

" You fern to be v^ tti&ty ai)0ilt 'it, rtiy 
tJear Chevalier,** faid the Marquis, " rather 
•ierrier than y 5u wa» in Ac ^mbrningj^ 

•* That flrange noife you allude to, I fiippofc 
feme -tricky I am coBvinced, and I am deter- 
mined to dive to the bottom of it|" faid the 
Chevalier. 

**I£it i» poffible/* fdd the Memiub gravely. 

*•* I ami fure it is poffible,*' (aid the Cfitvalier, 
in a pofitive manner, and immediately i^uitted 
tee room to give iotnt inftru(^ons to a domefkic* 

From the pofitive manner of the Chevalietr 
Cecilia began to think he had heird'fometliing 
relative to the occurrence, and by no means 
credulous herftlf, ilie wa^ very willing to believ^ 
the whole a trick, though fcveral circumftahcee 
Combined to render that fuppofition improbable. 

The day pafTed with confiderable lefs viya- 
tity and cheerfulnefs 'thah the pxtck:dio% ones, 
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though the mifthfiil ,J^umo«ir of the Chcvalie<!J 
did not fcem to be abated*, and he fiicceed^d, 
tn fome degree^ as the evening advanced, in 
tfrffipating 'fome what of the gloom that had hU 
Iherro ppcvaiied. 

Midnight was faft approaching, and the 
Chevaficr rifing and taking his lamp, fignificd 
his intention ot retiring to fefl adding, *' I'ftialf 
Seep in the apparition's rooixi' to-nightr ' 

The party Idoted' a^ him with confiiderablt 
fijrprife. " What do you mean ?" faid the Marquis* 

• "I mean the apiartm^nt whcr^ the Gholl 
tofcd to appear," faid the Chevalier; *' good 
night; and he haftened to the chamber whichr 
had been the fcene of the late Marquis's deathi 
and which he had atfhialfy ordeiNcd to be prepared 
for himi and where he now determined to flcep. 

The Miirquis turned pate, and fcemed miicli 
digitated, whilft the Marchionefs appeared pallidj 

Jnd fome what under the influence of terror. 
^auGng for fome time, and in a deep reverie, 
the Marquis fudifenly ftarted' and, in a diftur- 
bed tone, cried out, "he muft not fleep 
there," and advanced to" the door, as if to call 
him back. The Chevalier however, had retired" 
to his chofen apartment, and locked him felf in; 

J^ My dear Charles/* faid the Marchioncfe|^ 



f • 
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^ you forger yqurfelf, ^ny brother im heeii 
fome time there.** ^ 

Returning to His chair, tfie. Marquis feemed' 
much dillurbed and agitateifl. ** Who could h^ve^ 
though," fa|d he, *' of bis f^tming luch ^ fu4*, 
dfo refoiution ?' 

♦* I h^d not.the lead idta of it,^' faid the Marchi-* 
ipnefs, who feemed ^o be likewife much agitated. 

" Cecilia remained a filen^t though attentive 
obferver; and the troubled and agitater) manner 
of the Marquis, adcied to former circumftances, 
ferved to infufe into her mind fufpicionsof the 
pioft dreadful nat^ure^^^-^^^fufjpici^ns which ft»t 
iunwillingly harboured, tut which the Ilrangc 
and lingular conduct of the Marquis, as well 
^$ the MfUrohipneis feemed to ^ive a colour to* 

it was now late, and the Marquis (i ill .re*', 
fjiained 'abforbed in thought, ofte;a ftarting and 
looking wildly around, whilft' the Marchionef? 
contemplated him with the utmoft anxiety, and 
frequently fighed. Cecilia, at leiigth fornewhat. 
terrified at the Co^du£t of the Marrquls arofc 
from her diair for the purpofe of retiring^ 
The Marchionefs threw her eyes upon her , 
lyjth a look of tendernefs mixed with .meIao« 
clioly, and feemed to tliank her fjpr her deter- 
rjiination. Gently taking the hand of the^ 
Marquis, his Lady perfuaded him to rctire| ^W^ ^ 
if^cllia r*aircd to her pWn apartnncn^ "* 
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Hpre the &xzngp noire.of the pr^cediifg n\gl^ 
^currei to her recolle^ion, ^nd infpirie^ ,h<:i 
with confiderabje terror. RecoIie<5iingV heV- 
«rer^ it had only x^lurued^ after s^n interval .oi 
jcveral higfits, ifee became, fomewhat more 
ealna, and r^ired to reft impnediateiy. after th^. 
depart^brc of Agnes. But fom^ time elapfisd 
before fhe could fink comfortable to (fcep, 
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JlN p.ciirijj^ftancf^ howcyie«» occjur^ r^- 
ly to difturb Cecilia^ and ^at leng)tliie|ijoyingH^ 
found flecpJ^ &^ iidiK>t awake. until 1^^^^^ 
ipprning, when iref^i^g hcrfe|f with miicJK 
Imilc^ file: repaired to the ^eakfaft. tabjif , wjhen?. 
i|ie foupd.)he,]Vla|'qyis.^and Marqliionef^ evidjw^t-^ 



ly oppf;eire^ .by anjjiLi^ty aqd .teftpfj ?nd wpn^cf:^ 
feg thc>^vaiier di^j^tpakf hib, appearaince. 

SwrprUe. a| , thi? cirpuinftaoce ^aj |io^foojti.^ 
!ij^X^&fQ ^hkii thp door ope;ied^ ^ii^.^ tli 
I<)ng.exp?^e4 jfchcvajier ent^ed the jroom w|ttif 



^idep^y increaftd the terror of the 'Marquis 
,auui his • lady, and made Cecili'a fliudder, ex^ 
jH^ing'to heacarelatioix of fome terrible oq* 
currence. "^ 

.Taking his feat at the ttiblevi4th the fame gra- 
vity oiF demeanor, all was fi lent, , and at length 
^he Chevalier began : ** It was about two hours 
after midnight, when the apartment was futU 
denly illuminated, and a figure pale and bloody 
appeared at the fool of my i>ed, calling out, ia 
a hoUow vdioe, * follow me.* Taking up my 
fword, 1 did liot liefltatie'to obey the conima;n^ 
Avhenitled me through feveral paff^^s, unt|l at 
length it pointed to a (keleton and a roll of 
paperi^ and fuddenly vaniflied, leaviag me in 
total dai'knefs'; highly alaimled at the thick, 
gloom which' furrounded me, and' ignorant 
!Whcre I had beep, led^ I was aaxtoufly endea- 
Vpuiling to return by the fame way the appari* 
4\(>p i)ad^con4ufted me, when my extreme anxie- 
ty* awaked me, ^and lo I it' was all a dream '!*• 
iaki the Chevalier, ^quittkig all of a fudden hii 
aifliw^/^«^^ity, «n4 layghiiig beajrtily at his 
^wn tafe. r 

L Tjic attention of Cecilia had been <:omplelely 
ainceftjed by the Chevalier's narration, to the ut- 
ter negle^ of her breakfail, and it had caufed 
{q her Pind no fmaH degiree of terror. She 
i^)W, hpweyer, joined mirthfiilfy in the laugh 
4% herowA credulity, in giving credH» with 10 
i»iK^^^gbraeu» to the dreadful telatio«» 
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Terrified almoft to fainting by her hr/^thcr*f" 
ftory, the Marchionefsi now relieved fsom h^r 
terror, could n6t forbear laughing at the grsve 
impofition played upon her by tnc Chevsuier; 
\rhilfl the gloom of the M^quU, >vhofe terror 
had been wour>d up to the bigheft pitch by the 
ftory fo gravely related by De Molcttc, w^f 
fonxewhat relaxed into a Tmlle, though Qiuc^ 
anxiety flill remained in his countenance. 

Having enjoyed his laugh, " that 1$ wftat I 
faw and heard," faid the Chevalier. 

*« Nothing elfe !*' faid Gedlfii. 

*^ Nothing dfe, 1 afi\ire y9U^*' replied the 

•Chjevaiier. 

Hairing become /spnCdcrably jmore checrfu^ 
the Marquis began to interrogate the Chevalier j 
f Pray>brother/\ (aid h^,**hpw did you fee) 
when "you firft entjprcd the room ?*' 

** Why, to tell you the tnith,'? fiid the Che- 
valier, *^ I was fomevrhat alarmed, and I did 
experience f^wie flight portJoq of terror, which 
was by no means abated at the fight of a door, 
that appeared in a conce&led manner in the wall, 
and which I perceived in confequence of a mir 
fiute fearch about tiie apartment, for the pur- 
pofe of difcovering whether there ^was any con- 
cealed entrance, by means of whieh I might 
^e pil^en by fuipriu. j^nomng DOtbing c^a* 



<>crning this door, I thought it imprudent to 
kftve it as it was, and exertiec( tnyfelf to place, 
(omt of the heavy furniture in the room againft, 
it, td prevent any trick from^ being played upoa 
me by its means; hatving done tm^^ ^nd per^ 
cciving no other way of entering the chamber. 
I became more Calni^ though the expectation of 
ieeing fome apparition, or hearing fome fuptr- 
natural noife, I confefs, kept nie awake foe 
fome time. I at length, however, enjoyed a 
£xund fleep^ and did not awake till jult before 

1 defcended to this apartment." 

** That dooi" which you difcovercd, brother/" 
faitl the Marquis, leads to a private Oaircafe, 
which is known to no one but myftlf, and there« 
fore you need not be iinder any appreheniioa 
concerning it."^ 

" Very well,*' repfted the Chevalier, " theu 

2 will remove nly fortifications from before it^ 
and as to any other fear, there does not feem to 
be the leaft ground for it ; however, it is a 
i)ieafant airy room, and I will continue to deep 
thcrc.^' 

Nd objcffion was macfe to this propofa! by 
the Marquis, Who feemed to He again mufing 
in deep thought, and the day paffed with mor^ 
cheerfulncfs and gdety thjjp the laft, though the 
Marquis frequently appeared gloomy, and his 
cou.ntenanx:€ e^iiibited ^larkr o^a troubled 



S<:veral days parted away in this manner, anff 
»a incident accuired to alarm them, uniir what 
had happened was nearly forgotten^ and their 
Ibrmer gaiety and chcerfulnefs returned, fcarccly 
cxperieacing any interruption from unplcafant-^ ' 
|ccolie<ftions. 

One morning however the Ghevalicr entered 
tbe breakfaft room with a countenance remark- 
«bly grave, and took his feat at the table with- 
out tittering a wofd. Cecilia expelled another 
ghoft (lory, and could not help laughing at hif 
wavity-y the Marchionefs fniilcd, but it wa^ a 
Imilc ^checked by a confiderable portioti of 
anxiety, whilft the Marquis contemplated . him 
with much attention, and feemed half afraid of 
fearing fome difmal tale, * 

Stilt remaintng fjicnt, i!«* Chevalier jcei^i 
wholly abforbed m his own reflexions, aAd m^ 
•Itentive to all around him ;, auxroufly curiouJ 
t(/ know the caufe of thfs unufiial^ ^^^J* Jf 
it3tlf and it feemed to partake of a portion jpf 
terror that ftamped its reality^, Cecilia yet for^ 
bore to aft any queltion, out of delicacy' t6^ 
wards the Marqui;, to whom fuch a fubj^X, 
ihe concluded, from his cbadu«5l, would b^ \i^ 
pleafant. • ' 

Contemplating him ♦with rnncii anKjietyj^. the 
Marquis and his Lady fat fiient, whiifl 'the 
Chevalier ^id not feirrr in the lead ^ndincd to ^ 
fpcak i at lengthy however^ he affunacd tomci^Y 



whM of giiety in hb look:"Pfayt tn'pther/', 
isud jbe« ^ have you be^d that aoife 9g?An% 
finccr X 

i. •* Nor I have not,'* rcph'ed the Marquis, raf 
there furprized, and coiitempUting the Chevalier 
-With a look cont^iug miugkd anxiety and 
terror. 

iViufing again for (jome time, the Chevalier 
(uddenly faid ; '^ it mull have been a dream.'* ^ 

"What muft have been a dream?*' faid thi 
Marquis, with much agitation, whilfl the la« 
flif s (poked at him with a coniiderable degre^ 
of real terror. 

,. **WJiy, a ftrangc circum (lance happened to 
not laU night," faid the Chcvulier, ** but it has 
ftO felation to you in the lead.*' 

Tlte countenancof th^ Marquis brightened 
0t the laft wo^4s qi the Chevalier^ and be How 
Teemed only curious to know the ftory, wkilft 
Cecilia was ftill in doubt whethet'it was a well 
aAedJeft of the Chevalier, or fome circum,* 
fiance that had a^ually happened, and the 
.Marchionefs feemed equally in fufpenfej "pray 
•let u^ hear it, my dear Chevalier/* faid \iSfi 
Marquis, _^ 

; ^*lyifds lying awak^," faid the Gbevidi^, 

• ^ N a 



^ tvhfn ^on a ftiddcn T heard Ihe pMVlf^ 1X^ 
open; and turning hiy- iiead" whii^"^*fom^ ^lairM 
and feizm^ my iwotd at rhc fame lime, I iS# 
ftanding l)^fore pic the apparition q( t!^ maa 
wliawasmy companion in^avei^, and SriSfrefl 
jmein cfcaping, but fcarcely did 1: pe^c^re {lim 
tlcfbtc the door fbwt, and he was gond.** ' * ^ 

Scar^fijy l^ad the Cheyalicf finiflied,,bf5pre 
tfie; Marhuis bnrft ^ntb a ioud |^neh , in which 
he was joined bv his La<ly. Cecifia coBcladiirg 
it was a joke, hkewife joined in the iaijghi ])ut 
?flll there was an earncfthefs and a gravSy m t^ 
Chevalier's manner wkich ftx could potaciebual 
fcr. ■ '* ' ■ ^ ' 

** Who I^ fuperiKtioas now y* fmd t!^ I^ais* 

** How was the ghoft'drelfed,*^ faid tffe Man 
.chion^fs, in a mirthful humour, •* in a j0(hite 
iheet, or his former jclbaths ?'^ 

» 

■ i^ooldng firft al; one aad then- the brtid^ 
irith a gravity which highly in terefted €eci]^ 
tlie Clievaljer at lei^th miiled, jind fei^, ''^1 ajp 
fatis^ed about ft now, I will take 'care tp p|^- 
Vent fiicljatrick toeing played me agamy w 
iifockine; up that dooi* ; it -was xgcod tefen}** 
blance though, I muft confefs/* 

^ Tlie gravity ©f the Chevalier ittrreafisd ftiU' 
more the n^iixh of kb filler aftd tSbe Marquv 



[' jBctilja concltniing: tJwit forric trick had 
pliyrdrupon Wm* by rtte Marqvi5s» enjoyed 
kCy aud laughed heartily at tht maxuicr of 
>ni>er. 

sing htmfelf thiis attacked by langbtrr oti- 
d^s, the Chevatier at leogth joi^icd in ihc 
i "^ WeU^'' i^ he to die Marquj^ 
en ycm have enjored yvoris^pgh 1 ftoul^^ 
» be informed how you did ir." ^ 

tis renewed tfrc mirth. " W^W/*' faid the: 
(uisy ** 1 did not think the coHraj|eoui 
^alier de Molette wonUi have been fti^hC* 
by a dream. 

I ^^s not frightfened/* wpHed the Chevalier 
riy, **^ but 1 confefs the ftranjjencfl of the 
mPance did fur prize,, and fomewh^r aJarm 
' YoiH* fond iaugh however' convinces me 
as no dftam; no, my dear feifow, 1 am 
iq ^ dec^ved jn that way. Jt was xery 
to aifcerid the private lt]^ir.cafe, ^nd open 
oor; but* I (lipuld like to- be informed hd^ 
ndiibfted fuqh ^ complete reftmbianjce.'*'. 

dear 
% 

What eHc can I fuppofe/' replied the Ch<- 
r, **Voirfaid no one but y«u kuew ctf thgt 
ttc ftauw^afc/* 




1 
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** My dear CheviUier," fiudthc Mtrqui% "i 
afTufe yp\x I did oot |^y off any trick to fn^ttix 

^ you.'* 

r 

•* No, that I caa vouch f^" fiiid the Mar- 
chioiiefs. 

•' Well then it muft have bccti » dream,'' 
faid the Chevalier/' but 1 could almoft fwe^ 
1 wasawake.^ 

, The day was paifed in raither acontradi6kory 
manner to thofe that had preceded it, the Ch«^ 
valier being the graved and the moit thoughtful 
of the party, and the Marquis gay and cheerful 
and frequently in conjunction with the Mar* 
chionefs, and Cecilia rallying the Chevalier «p«« 
on the apparition he had feen, who did not ap» 
j>ear much to feliih their raillery, and at tima 
was loft in reverie, and iadiSereat to what wm 
psJ&ng before him. « 

Having feparated for the night, Cecilia fCp 
jtired to her chamber, where Agnes feemed to 
be in a very mirthful humour," O dear Ma'am/* 
faid the latter, " we've had fuch fun t<> day, dSl> 
you know, one of my Lofd's tenants was in the 
kitchen« and he was telling us a long (lory about 
feeing tl>e ghoft ag^in in that room thatuiedto 
be haunted, where the Chevaliejr deeps now j la^ 
how we did laugh at him about it, and when he 
heard that my Lady's brother fjept there, hr 
was fu mad^ and looked fo fooliih, he did not 
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i&ow what to fay. O dear, it was high f\in to 
b*ar him tdl the ftory, and he feemed fa fright* 
^ed about it.'* 

Smiling at the (lory of Agnes, Cecilia couH 
not help calling to mind the tale told by the 
fchcvalier with fo much real eameftnefs, an4 
difiniffing her attendant to her apartment, re-* 
i^ifted upon if for feme time, and' Was much= 
perplexed to reconcile the thoughtfulneli of the 
ChevaHcr^s manner, and the earneftnefs of hii- 
itt^on relative to the appearance, with hw 
Il^wa courages and incredulity. 



CHAPTER Xlh 



^JLeNRI D'AUTE^0CH1,\ after qiiittTp|f 
fes father's manfion, wandered for fome limp 
n^ the neighbourhood of tlie foreft of Ardennes, 
hoping to meet with, or gain a glimpfe of Cc<. 
eftia, but being unfuccefsful in his purfuit, and 
wholly ignorant whether (lie was departed, lie 
^UfFetl on his horfe at random^ -fcarcely coiv* 
fcibusi ^or did he care "whithw It carrifed him* 
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Thus journeying on, fometinics he advan^-» 
^d, and fometimes returned by another roadi; 
traverfing the country in ail direftions, ftill in- 
dulging the hope of n^eeting with his belo?€a 
Cecilia^ 

It^was in ontf of fliefe retrdgra^ JQurnies that" 
he pafled, in a contrary direSion. the carriMi, 
"wherein fat the Slarquis and Marchionefs Bi 
Grangenenve, and Cecilia, the latter of whotn 
was right in her conjecture refpedting him*f 
Henri was equally ftriick by the figure of Lecili% 
and remairting in fufpenife for a moment^, !» 
fpurred bis horfe, determining to turn and fol- 
low the carriage. Being however intent afohc 
upon the figure he had jufl caught a glance of, 
he pulled in the bridle, at the fame time he was 
fpurring the horfe'S Sd«s ; the aniiual thus irrf- 
pelled in contrary direCliens, refufed to pVoefced^ 
and rearing him felf up, threw the inattcndfe 
Henri to the grounid. 

The violence of the fall fifunned him for t 
while, and when he recovered, he found him- 
felf ift an apartment ; his fervant and a woman 
fianding near the bed whereon he was laid. 
'W'ildly looking around, he alked, *^ whefe^» 
fhe gone?" The domeftic was ignorant of ««^hat 
|iis niatlcr had fecn, and alarmed by his wild- 
uefs, and what appeared an incoherent queflion, 
concluded his mind was fomewhat deranged^ 
and contemplating him with much anxiety, xiei 
turned no anfwcr. *. 
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Gradually, h6 we ver, Henri wolleftcd him V 
/df, and Ikmented in- pathetic term? the accil 
jdcnt which had prevented him from foUqwin^ 
the carriagfc. Haying partake;n of fome re« 
frcifbmcnt, he' reiblutefy dit^rmined' to com- 
/ mence his departure immediately, ajid ji^dea* 
your to trace tteroiite of the carriage, in which 
the form of hts loved Cecilia had met hi^ a^i 
miring eyes. 

Periifthig in this refolutiqn, pot^it^ftandjng 
llie edrncft entreatiei of h\s fcrvaiit^ to ftay a. 
litiJe longer, until he was pierfedly recovered^ 
fee wj^s about to re- commence his departure^ 
when' it ftnick him, that bein^ unacquainted 
With the carriage, the perfons who were within 
}t, or the retinue that atjtended it^ he could not 
inake any enquiry relative to its route, wit!j 
jiny pTO\pp6i of fuccefsj and to defcribe the, 
perfoh of Cecilia, and jsh/qinre whether (lie 
fad been feen, for the pur pole of afcertaiiiing 
|he track of the carriage, delicacy forbid. . ^ 

Thus perfile^ed, he remained (ome time jn 
-fufpenfe, but at length he determined to pgrfue 
the fame road^ it hs^ taken, as £ar as that ap- 
peared certain, and then tf^verfe the coijnti^ m 
different dire<^ions, in hopes pf at lengtii meet* . 
|n^ witji tliil darling objc6t of his heart, 

.Spurring . his horfe,. he rode forward with 
the utmbft im'petuofity, iand in the Height of 
pi cajjcmeft, he did not perceive the road ;ha| 
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turned, off to the kit, which the lfar<{uk*i 
«4rriage had taken, aod by that incms coipplet^r 
ly miutd the tracic; 

Stopping Sit an inn upon ^e read, and Inipa* 
tient at not overtaking the carriage, he madle ^ 
Jeveifl confufed enquiries concerning a-carriagiq^ 
and a young lady,; which only excited furprl^ 
■in the minds of thofc to' whom they were adf 
Jdrefled, and gaified hiai no iafornatidn. ' 

Unahie to obtain any certain knovpledgjc. coot 
cerning her, he took the road that chance jpfe* 
Tented, ^nd at length arrived' \ipon thejTea coa^ 
^t Dieppe. The fight of tb»e Qceadp ^rfyjf, ^ 
£gh from his bofom; ** |Jerhap§," iaid* tcj ^ 
he wilfully contemphued the grand ohie^ tK^> 
expanded before his view,, " perhaps .((le is £SA 
to foreign fliores, and I Aall never (ice hgr 
rnore ; perhaps (he m^y have been (h|pwfeipk3 
in her pafl^ge, and hex lovely fqxia^ btj^oa^ i 
cold and inanimate cofyfc." ^^ 

Melancholy feni^tloxis vmw occupied his mind/ 
.ftnd prepolTeffiDi; 4iinil"elf (he had quit^td France^ 
and departed to fprae foreign land, he' had pQ 
Iboner arrived at an inn at Dieppe, than he 
began to enquire of the landlady, '• pray,? fia^ 
the pcnfive Henri, '*have ypu not had m Cair^ 
xlagc here lately, with fome company ?" 

" O yes, 5ir^ (eycral,' replied the lancHady, 
** my hoiife is reforted to by a great jnany pcocdf 
,ofcpnfcq[ucnce, laflhre yoU|Sir.** 
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** Perhaps fo, but have you not had one here 
very lately, with a young lady in it V* 

" With a young lady in it, Sir ; ' why, Sii^ 
yes, Sir, let me fee, there was a carriage at my 
noufe a few days ago, with a young lady in it." 

" A charmin|r wemaiv wkh fafcinating blue 
eyes, and a fair complexion ?" 

. ** Yes, Sir, I fancy it is the fame," 

" Where is (he gone ?" faid Henri, with an 
impetuofity, thai made thejandlady ftart. t 

. •* La, Sir, I don't know, fhe came with fome 
Marquis, 1 forget his name, and they went a 
board a ihip together." ^ 

" And where did they go to ?" faid Henri^ 
with increafed impetuofity. 

** Upon my word. Sir, I don't know ; the 
lady has run away from her friends I fuppafe, 
Sir, .has fliei" 

" Ran away, woman, what do you mean ?" 

" Dear, Sir, I did not mean to affront you, 
1 only thought fo, by your enquiring fo much 
about her; what would you pleafe to like. 
Sir?'' 

O 



<* Nothing, worhan," 

" Nothing, Sir, la, we innkeepers can't live 
lyjr that." 

*' Bring mc then what you pleafe, for,l uzi^ 

not:* 

•Tbe Ifthdlady txxrtGtedj 'and lotted the r<:f^:»Q, 

Henri ftriking his hand upon his forehead, 
remained fdhnte time in '^a?p f hbugiit ; *^* fllre- 
ly," faid he, " (lie cannot have transferred her 
Affeftioiis to andthdr ; no, it ciinrioi 1>e, H \vill 
mot believe It, fome baie feducer .perhaps ^ha^ 
deprived her of her innocence, and now con- 
treys htr to a fortign latnd, wheife he imy '*en* 
joy nnmolefte^ the iroit of liis bafenefe, aiA 
thenjcave her to folituce, tfo refnorfe ^alid 1!(^ 
mifery. Damned villain, he (hall not live,*' 
feid Heh», In a *v^hltfmdnt tone, « the fa'mc 
time feizing his fword, Df^ing i$€Sm >l^ <hl6iy 
find (lamping upon tl)e door. 

The ^oife he Vntfde %roti^t vp tht bndl)^ 
the landlady, and his own f^rva^, to iedtk 
what was the matter. 

" Holy Mary, defend me," faid the land- 
lady, crofling hei^fetf v^ great a(Bduiiy, <*"he*j 
f)ut of his wits and will 'murder us all." 

•* No, no," faid his fervant T^ane, ** ASy 
W^fter i$ not out o( hH wits," and wWfpcrini 



Uy the landfady, "he is crpflcd in flovc," faidi 
Jeane, and approaching Heuri| gently entreat- 
ed him to be feated. 

Recovering from his fudden ftart of fury, 
he politely apologized to the landlady for the 
terror he h^(\ occafioned,' who ^m. mediately, to- 
gether with her hufband, quitting the room, 
urinking at Jeane, and whifpering in her huf- 
baml's car. ^ 

** I hope, Sir,** faiJ Jeane, " yon won't 6e 
taken fo again, the people here think ^ou gre 
out of your head." 

*« O, Teane/* replied Hearl, ♦^^ I am alaio(t( 
diftraaed.** 

"For God*s fake, Si^j whaMias happened tq- 
t)iak(; you fo fince i left you f** 

O, ihe'» gpne, Jeane, (he's gone 1 for ever, 
fonc I 

« Who, Sir ? What, the Lady Cecilia ?'' 

*' Blockhead I who elfe do you think I c6uld • 
mean?-* ^ 

^ I beg your pardon, Sir ; b\it it is not ccr-* 
tain yet tliat (he is gone." ^ 

^How, how? If fee ftiH htnV' \% Hf't^ 
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her direftly V* faid the impetuous Henri, Vn(h*' 
ing towards the door of the apartment. 

"Stay, Sir! Pi;ay. ftay a moment J" {saA 
Jcane : 1 don't know that (he is here." 

•♦ Blockhead, how you tantalize me f" 

** Excufe me, Sir ! t)ut the Lady the woman 
below told you went away with the Marquis^ 
was not the Lady Cecilia I am fure." 

•* How do you know any thing about it V* 

•* Why, Sir, 1*11 tell you how I came to 
know about it : when the landlady came down 
ilairs from you, fhe afked me if my matter was 
purfuing fome lady that was run away from her 
fHends."* Lord love you, no, fays I, his Lord- 

ihip is travelling for his health;- and then 

fhe up and told tm about your aiking [6 manj 
mtedions concerning a young lady ; and (he 
iaid yonr LordOiip looked fo wild, that you 
quite frighteb«d her; and when flie told me 
what anfwers (he gave to your Lord(hip^s4u^f. 
tions, Prajr, fays I, what fort' of a young lady 
'was it that went away in that manner with the 
Marquis? And fo then (he defcribed her from 
head to ihot. Why blefs you. Sir, it was not 
the Jatiy Cc ilia ; no more the Lady Cecilia than 
I am the Lady Cecilia." 

J* Arc you fure of tlat, Jeaae ?'* 



, '^€y yes, Shr, qwite ftird of itV tlie Ladyi 
Cecilia^ ^nd the lady the4badlsidy (Jefciibedy are: 
as difFerent as light and dark j^atidi be fides, from£ 
what the landlatJy faid, that feme lady 1 ihrewd- 
fy fofpe^ was na bc'tteK tlbdn fhe {hbuld be, 
2)iBd Ym fare that cotild not be the Lady Ceci«^ 



♦* Cecilia f" raid Henpiy with iitipetuofity, 

*f No; (tie is fpotl^ft a$ pttuity itfelfl'* an* 
laying his hand upon hi* fword,. ** i-ll ruri thati 
fipran through the body inmaedifateiy who dares t<a^< 

** Pray^ STr, be calm ; no one has faid a 
word agaiidrflf Madam Cecilia r it was all a mif« 
take becween y&ae Lordfhi)^ and ti|e kndkdy.'!) 

^coming more cairn, Henri funk info a pfo- 
jound reverie; and Jeane left him to atieml 
to ibnie fubfiantiai concerns of hb owny nacaci^ 
ly, hi^ dinner. 

^ What, I ftji^pofe;*^ faid the landlady to hfm^^ 
♦'your mafler means to live uf)bn» lovt, for hi 
has ordered nothing I but I fancy he won't Rnd 
much nourifhmem in it ! he will oe glad to have* 
fomething more fiibftantial periiape by ajid* by,*^ 

f . *«' p, never mmd;" replied Jeanc^ he^nning^ 
1^ fall to upon feme proviiions biibcs hui^ ve«> 



i 
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ry h^irtily ; ** take hiiri whatever you hav 
in the houfe ; it will be the fame thing to 
let it be what it will." 

. The landlady did as (he was dh«6ted ; 
finding Henri ^iW in a pcnfive meditative i 
covered a plentiful table and left him to 

fclf. 

Henri at length began to feel fom< 
<if the cravings of hunger^ and having fat 
]h5 appetite, and calling Jeane, fignifiec 
cktennination to proceed along the fea ( 
and ordered the l^ter to inake the neceflar} 
parations immediately. 

Jeane did not hefitate to obey his maftet 
ders, and they re-conunenced their journey. 

" Poof gentleman," faid the landlady to J 
as he mounted his horfe to follow hi* m 
"take care of him, I am afraid he is a 
touched," putting her finger to her forehead. 

, " Never fear," replied Jeane, " I'll take 
he comes to no harm/' 

Convinced of the inutiKty and the foHy of i 
^xng enquiries, when he had no ground to 
for fuccefs, Henri purfued his journey by 
fca-eosift, fomeiimes {purntig forward his f 
in^n impetuous gallop, and fometimes fl< 
pacing in pen£ve mo^d and proibiiiMi rev 
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tintil. he. arrived in the province of Nbrmandy, 
where we will for the prefent leave him piirfu- 
ing his journey, according to his ufual cuftom, 
in. different diredtions, without any fettled pur-r 
pofe in view, except with the indefinite hope of 
meeting with his beloved Cecilia. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



A 



FEW more days now pafled at tfic cha* 
teaH of La Grangeneuve, the harmony of the 
pjtf ty liot being dluwrbed' by any occurrence na- 
tural or fupernatural, when a letter was reeeivedi 
by the Marquis, brought by a meflenger froH* 
Paris, informing him that the banditti which 
had infefted the foreft af Ardennes were dif.i« 
perfed by a party of the klng*s troops, compef* 
ing an el'cort whom they had the temerity to 
attack^ and fevcral of them, together with theif 
leader, taken prifoners;* and brought to Paris, 
charged with treafon. The latter concluded, 
therefore, with a requeft from the judges of 
the Ch^ekt, to whome the affair was cominit-' 
ted, to the Murquis^ to repair to Paris^ foir the 



purpoif t>f adding bis teftimony totfaeevfteilflV? 
already agamft them, as it viratf known he had 
made au attack upoo them io their eoncealmemy' 
ftod it was confidened he could gire rome rasle* 
Aast eyideacfi againft them. 

Rejoicing at the capture of the bandttti; who 
had rendered thertifelvcs extremefy forrnidable, 
the Marquis did not hefkate to comply with 
the requed coulaiucd 1b ;hc UHSr* and moimt- 
ing his horfc, attended- by two domcftics, com- 
menced his journey the fame day, leaving the* 
Chevalier to take care of the ladies in his afaSence. 

Terriiied> at the thotfefht of being alone, the 
Blarchionefs requefted Geciiia' to ffeep with hcf 
during the abfence of her Lord, which the lat- 
ter readily complied with^ and the^ retii^ 
tarly lo reft. 

C^iHa was yet awake, and* h wanled fomf 
Hmeof midni^, when the noife flie. heard ^« 
Ibre agafn aii^iied hef ear ; it ieemed to be the 
hurried fooeftep, and the quick breathing of 
Ibme one #nniiin|^ in hade/ Highly tern^dy 
Aie Parted xtp la affright, ant^ iiikned,- with* 
]palpitatii)|^ heart, whil^ the IVferchiontfs, wh& 
Was liitewifc Italf awake,^ ait)fe at the fame tifHe,r 
and, leaning agaitift C^iiia| £etmed mott a& 
frighted than hei<felf^ 

The noife at length ceafed, and they WM^ 
Willi ibiii«^lmt K<H>vcrtd> whett k fuddediy 09^ 
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turned with more vehenjence than before. 
** This is too much ! '* faid the Marchionefs in 
a low tremulous voice and immediately fainted 
away. Cecilia was nearly in a ftate of infenfi- 
bility, and wholly incapable of affording af** 
fiHance to her companion. 

At length, however, all was again filent, .and 
Cecilia gradually recovering now tHrned her 
attention towards the Marchionefs. Terrified 
at perceiving her pale and wholly infeniible, ilie 
knew not what flie did, and had ran to the door 
for the purpofe of calling Agnes to her affift- 
ance, when the found of the Marchioncfs's 
voice arretted her fteps, and running back to 
the bed, perceived Ihc had opened her eyes. 

• ** O, Cecilia," faid the* Marchionefs, as 
/oon as ihe perceived her, ** never quit the 
Rhight and undeviating path of virtue for the 
&ke of any temporary advantage, however bril- 
liant or fplendid, for you will furcly,- inftead of* 
the pleafure you fcek for, meet only with mifcr^ 
and pain.*' 

•* My dear Lady," replied Cecilia, *• com* 
pofe your fpirits, you wre not yet recovered from 
the effeds of your fright." 

The wo^s, however, uttcren by the Mar- 
ch ion efs, pHjj^deep into the mind of Cecilia, 
and c^^ili|^R*^r ^hci'c n^^A P^ ^o^^ direful 
. iecret airnHpt upon the houfe of La Grange.- 



<4 



t66L tFIRIl' 



♦r 



ne^v^e, whtch was na ck>ubt^ the Cfmie ot tii# 
gloom of the Marquis, and the peniive manBef 
of his Lady,^ and wtiich (lie could not help tlu^* 
iilg was cenne^led with- the Urange and myfte- 
niHisnoife fht itad heard. 

Gradually recovering, the Marchionefs at 
length became more cahn, whilft CeeUia held 
one of her hands, aryd watched over her witfc 
the utmofl tetukmefo. She afked if any affiftance 
ifaoiilit be called, but that the Mar€bk>nefs par 
ikiveTy declined, and declaring'-herfelf to be per- 
f9&.\y reco^^e^el^, requefied CeciHa to compofe 
heri'eif to fleep. 

The latter^ however, avowed Her dlfbelief of 
the Marchioncis's perfe«5l recovery, and deter- 
mined to remafti fome tinoe longer, for the pur* 
pofe of astteftdmg npon hef • 

Thanking her for her care i« the moft affec^ 
tWnate nnanner, the latter endeavoured to fink 
iQto. the 2srm% of Aqep ; and as; Cecilia watche^ , 
her with anxious c|re, and conten 
lovely countenance with all the 
tiat -dhfi>fed themfelvos over 
and placid heautv, /^Surely,' 
•'this cannot be tfie ^e ofr.aa. 
crime 1 It is utterly in^poffible f*' 

Again opening [ler eyes, the MKIIioners in* 
fifVed upon Cecilia's retiring t» m ; Ae lattei 
pei;eelvixig hes to be much better, cooopScd wiik 




|«i^ Itfqueft, alnd they b6th endearvoui^ to /or- 
^t thdr tei'ror, and enjoy a refreflHiig fleep, 
€om« time, however, elapftd, before tith&r 
t^oiifd ' fufliciently tranqnilKze her mind, and ft 
^^ ndt till towards the inorning that flee|) 
^ame to their aid. 

It was late befohs they awoke, and cTreffin^ 
Ihenrrfe^vcs in a hurry, they immediately repairej 
^othe brt^kfaft table, where the Chevalier had 
been bng waiting for them. *' So, Ladies,** 
faid the Tatter, *' it fecitis yotx arc indebted 16 
the Marquis for carfy rifing, and n6t to yamr 
pwn love for it," x 

"Boii't he io fevere brother," replied t'h^ 
Marchionefs, " if you had ^xperieireed the ter- 
ror, we did in the night, perhaps you would not 
have been an early rifer tfiis morning any mofg 
m^ ourfelves,'' 

•'What terror, -my dear fifter?" faid th^ 
Cjbevaiier. •' Zounds i there is nothing but 
' terrors to be experienced in this houfe !^ 

,** Npt fuch a terror as you experienced the 
other night," faid the Marchionefs to him, 
" arifing from a dream, but a real fupernatUJe^l 
noife, the fame which yon heard one ,n^r 
yAifh^i ybu'&ept in an apkrtfhcnt dear ti^ j** 

•* I am ve% glad,'* replied the Chevalier, ^ I 
yr^ am of tbe "way of it j I thiHk I t* ill keep 
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to the ghoft's chamber, for I have cxptrienced 
no fufernatuial difturbancc fince the nig^ 
whea that Grange occurrence happened, which 
I fuppofe muA have been a dream; and the 
haunted room feems in truth to be the frecil 
from terror." 

, The Marjchionefs fighed and feemed extremely 
penfive;, whilfl Cecilia was too much abforbed 
Fn melancholy reflections to make any effort to 
raife the fpirits of her companion. The Che* 
valicr however had now regained all his vivaci- 
ty, and endeavoured to amufc them by every 
means in his power. In fome degree he fuc- 
ceeded, and feveral days pafled without the oc- 
currence of any circumftancc capable of caufing 
a ^cuirenporof terror 
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CHAPTER XIV, 



STURSUIKG his journey towards Pang 
the Marquis met with nothing on the road 
worth relating; and at length amving in that 
^etropoliS| i^« immediately caufed lus a^rrivsil 
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t©- be notified- at the chatelet, and requeued that 
whatever related to him might be difpatehed 
with all poffible expedition. ^ 

The buftle of a crowded city, and the plca- 
fures af the metropolis, were by no means con. 
gefiial MMth the gloom that hung over the mind 
of the Marqub, and incapale of deriving any 
enjoyment from what was bufily paffing around 
Km, he anyioufly wiflied to be gone, and to be 
again immerfedin the folitudepf his chateau. 

'Paying every attention to his requeft, the 
judges of the chatelet requefted his attendance 
carty the «eict morning. Obeying their fum- 
mons, the Marquis was proceeding in his evi- 
djeoce relative to what he knew concerning the 
banditti and thl^ir leader, when a man ran int» 
the court pale and t^reathlefs, and in an agitated 
mariher, informed them that the captain of the 
banditti had efcaped. 

'The judges who were prefent, immediately 
ordered this gian, who was one of the gaoler's , 
a^lftant's, to*" be made a prifo^r ; and iufpend- 
ing the examination of the Marquis, immediatelv 
dupatched ol&cers to ' take the gaoler himfeff 
into, cuftody, and bring him thither to anfwcr 
fqr the^ape of bisphfoner. 

Curious tc i^^r how the captain had efcaped^ 
the Mar(iu;j» remained upon the fpot; and 
t 
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portly afterwalrds, the gaoler yras bron^ lfil5 
thcr in the cuftody of the officers fcnt for th* 
purpofe, attended by onte of his afflfhints/tj^htfnt 
hefaid CQuld g^ve material evidence concerning 
the efcape. 

Being (liarply iitteitogatetj rcfpefting it, tte 
oler- replied, ^^ 1 aiii wholly ignorant, ifay 
^ ords, in what nl^nn^r fhe efcape Was e(fe6led; 
att I can rebte is, that a . iWonk |aft higtit ^€* 
manded admiflibri to th6 prifonef, and ribt eoft* 
ceivin^ myfielf authorifed to refiife a holy many 
M^hb faid ne had bufineft with the prifoiler of 
the titmoft importance, I direi^e'd itiy afiiftant, 
l^ho now {{ands by tiiy fide, ^lid th^n wa^ited fbr 
jfiy orders m thcl bufiiids, to arftttit liifti tH^ 
fdfflciently rertiark hhn, that nd tritk mi^ht b» 
phycd by mcafis <^f which the prifdner wighj; 
efcape J niy affiftarit rfiuft tell the rertiiindef.*** 

" PIcafe ye, my Lords," f^d the ^olct'k afS^ 
fiftantj " the Monk went into the prifoncr's 
jabaftment, ^nd had not teeh tfteire a miilute, 
btfore he canie rufinirtg albug the paifl^ge ihi 
great fright, aiKi cried but, let mt dmt Om 
^ out I the devil ! the devil 1 and 1 lodited tjp, 
irty Ldfds, and there was a ^rcat tall apparftibil 
e^t (Jt nine feet high, with a terrible^bunfe- 
uance fpllowing of hiiti ; 1 Was fo frigbienld, ^nA 
$n fuch a tremble, I did not lu^w what J was 
jiftbiit* and the Monk, i^lUgme kc^ out ibf 
.my haifd, opened the g^fe, aftd tkti A^ky &^ \ 
f^& ^ ever he could | the apparitioi^ cafpetgt ' 



f)f:9fi% tbc gate» and I ran ^s faft fis I cojild into 
^ iittfe room juft by, and fell upon the floof 
quite out of my fenfc^j and when 1 cartie jp 
jpyfdfi plea^fe you iny L6rds, I peeped but at 
the doot; of the room, ftpyd feeiag uothing itiri^ 
ring, 1 yeatufed at laft to go to the gate, though 
Vith much (haking and trembling, and I faimd 
ft locked J and I recoile^ed then his revcrenc^ 
*|he Monk, had taken the key frorti me to lit 
tiimfelf out j and I fuppofcd in his fright ha^ 
locked tttfgate and taken the key with him/* 

** But what have y<Jn to fay about the efcapei 
t)f the prifoner?'* faid one of the judges, fternly 
interrupting the man, •• let us have ho more <rf 
this abfurd ftory, but come to the point ; ymi 
Jiave connived at his efcape, viliain, and invent* 
<cd this ridiculous tale to impofe upon us. OfH« 
^tr$y take biin into cuftody." 

In vain protefting his Innoceffcie, the maii 
tiras immediately taken into cuflody, and the 
gaoler proceeded; *' My a/Sftatvit, my Xord.% 
J^aving dold me the tale he h^s juft rdated t0 
jrpujr Lordihips^ I fan iowi^ to the gate, and 
Ending it reaUy locked and aq key to bie Jbad, }L 
i)egan ^o lear fome confpicacy, and immediately 
jUw>k mcafures to fecure the prif oners myfelfg 
^d^j>revent any pdot from being executed ; ijt 
HM^s then, pleaic your Lordfliips, that I difco- 
irered the ^(S(^ of ^hc »captain of thjs banditti^ 
|)ut, being jftyfelf a prifoner in *the prifon, { 
Apc^rjii^iiSied mi cj»peq^i^ce gf |h« l^ey bei.^ 
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gone, I had no means of ^vmg^ the alamiy* aift 
bein^ late at night, it was fome hours before 
we could get afiillance snd break open the gate; 
and it was then too late, for we coaki notdif- 
cover any trace of him." 

The afliftant appearing to be tly only cri- 
minal, the gaoler was difmifled with a repri- 
mand for hjb inattention, and the former ordered 
to be kept a clole prifoner ki a different gaol, 
to which he was immediately conveyed,, not- 
withftantling his repeated proteftations of iniio» 
Ctnce and foiemn afleverations concerning th^ 
apparition. 

Intelligence was inMiietliately fent to the King 
of the efcape of the moft material prifoner, 
who ordered, in eonfequence, a general pu^ i 
fait, aiid offered a large reward for his apprc- 
heniion. 

The judges, however, determined to proceed 
in the examination of the Marquis, as his evU 
dence might fVill be of ttfe; and it being at 
length finiflied, the Marquis determined to -re* 
turn immediately, by eafy journies, to his cha- 
tean ; the ftory of the apparition in the mean 
time betiine the general talk, and whilft a few 
ap[>la*,'dcd the ingennity of the fcheme, a fa^ 
greater numbtr were convinced|blhe devil had 
conveyed av^y the unf 'rtunate captain ; and - 
that it was a real appaJfition which appeared t« 



*ttc turnkey ; or dfc, w fome dill more laga- 
Sieilfiy ccmduded/ the very devil hbn(c^. 

Breturiiing towards his manfton, the Mar. 

8ms met with no material oeeurrerite until the 
ift ftage of his journey, where flopping at ap 
fnn for refrefftment and to change horfes, h^ 
ifcras informed by the landlord, that a man of 
Tank, who was traveHing that way with his 
iJaughter, was fuddenly taken ill, arid not beinj^ 
iMt to proceed, was confined to his chamber at 
fhe inn. 

CortlpaiSpniiting the iitnation of a noblcmw 
Ihus /unconifortatay Ctu^ted at an inn, where 
the accommodation w:^s fo extremely inferior to 
i(rhat iic had^ b»en accuflomed, the Marquis, 
without making any further enquiry, imme- 
diately feat a liote by the landlord, offering W 
the nobleman 9^nd his daifghter all the ^ccom- 
inodatian his chateau could afford .them, until 
^ father was fuffipienUy jreeovered ,ta puiiup 
n»' intended journey. 

-The nobleman immedia^ly fequeited the 
-fevor of the Marquis's company, ^nd thanked 
Jtixm in the waritieft terms for the offer, of which 
he immediiitdy accepted ; but exprefled -feafs 
of being unable to travel over the fliort diftanC©" 
Wftuired to the Marquis's manfion, 

if A 
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Seeming too much indifpofed to talk, addi not 
imparting his name, the Marquis forebore ^ 
make any enquiiy, and immediately made pre- . 
parations in his carriage to accommodate the 
iick nobleman, who vas foon after conveyed 
into it, and his daughter and the Marquis hav^ 
jng entered,, the latter ordered the poftUlion to 
drive extremely flow, and the nobleman, hay# 
ing with fome difficulty fupportcd the journey, 
they at length arrived at the chateau of GiaDjg^ 
neuve. 

Hurrying to the apartm«it, in which were 
, the Marchionefs, Cecilia, and the Chevalier, 
the Marquis juft fainted them, and thenl)rfcfiy 
flating the occurrence he had met with, they 
all immediately defcended to the afliftance of 
the nobleman; and fummoning feveral dcrnief- 
tics, proceeded to the carriage n'om whence the 
nobleman's daughter immediately defcended, 
at the fight of whom Cecilia darted with fur-^ 
prize, for it was no other than Leonora dtt 
Quefne, the deflined bride of Henrk 

Leonora was equally furprilM, but each con* 
cealing their emotions, joined the reft in affift- 
ing the NoWeman, who was Leonora's father, 
the Count du Quefne, into the houie. 

Conveying him into the bed-clmn^ber, whidi 
the Chevalier had quitted, the heft medical af- 
fiftance that was to b^bad was inunediately pro* 



tarei^ and every attention ordered bvtheMafii 
.quia that he thought might alleviate the indifpo* 
fitioit of the" Count, whofe title he was now in* 
iDmned of by CedHa. ^ - 

Affiduonfly attending upon her father, Xe* 
4mQra could Scarcely be perfuaded to m^kelj^c 
tt the Marquis's uble to dinner. Thither, 
however^ (he at Jail repaired, and frequently 
contemplated Cecilia, the Marquis, his Lady, 
and the Chevalier, with fcrutinizing attention, 
whiift Cecilia could not avoid often looking at 
her. in return, or fometimes fighing, when (lie 
sefloded that the female before her was deftin* 
ed to become the pofleflbr of the aflFedions of 
Hetin, whom ihe yet loved, in fpite of all 
her efforts toconquer that unfortunate paffion. 

Returning to her falher's>chambcr as fcon 99 
iim repaft was finifhed, ihe attended upon him 
the remainder of the afternoon, and fignlfied 
her^ intention of remaining with him^ during 
the night. .** No, my dear Leonora,*' faid tlx 
Count, " I wjyU not fulFer that, one of my do- 
medics can fit with me, and I infill upon your 
retiring to refl, particularly as I feel myfelf bet- 
ter." - 

Complying at length with the itr^nt requeft 
of her father, but only on condition of being 
inftantly called if he became in any. dcgrtc 
worfe, Leonora looked into, the adjoining apart- 
viea), and, percciring one which fkc was toU 
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pru oQtvtfM 4>)r Cecilid, hnmoAtfit^ zill^tim 
ing ^ that which her father inhabited, (helix^ 
medheinr defeenfed, itnd €ariietlly icqueftoit 
Cecilia would permit her to3aep with her« 

- Not much >iiiclt)ied to have /uc6 » td/tHfU 
fuon, CeciKa couki not hom^ever rcfufe the j»f 
4H«ll, to which, 4o the no 'fmali gr^ficatton wl 
titoQOsa, ihelmcnediatiiy agreed. 

Joining the party for a fliort time, ttmdie 
.f^ety prevailed, tod Cecilb, determiiied tbflt 
jL^onora Ihould not trSnmph over her {qtt^w^ 
.exerted hcrfelf #ith a forcirti vivacity to eitcr*' 
tain the company, whild the GheviUier wa^ratf 
jmirth, apd tiiffufed an -e)ehilarati0n around, 
which the Maequi^ caught, and .kia gr^t meOK 
fure forgot his former gloom and melancholy, 
#rhilil the Marchionefs- wanted not a ftimulus^ 
4o that cheerfulncfs wlach the Tetany of i0 
ftudbaiKl infpired. 
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L A VINO at length unani'mouffy agreed W 
Retire, Cecilia and Leonora repaired to the 
-cha»rf>er xif the foitncr. where Cccilk hthij^ 
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vifabie, in fpite of her phHofophy, to contem- 
plate her companion with much complacency, 
forbore to fpeak, and Leonora appearing to be 
abforbed in refle£tion| likewife remained iiient* 

Some time having pafTecTin filence^ Leonora 
at length interrupted it, and expreflfed her fur* 
prife at meeting with Cecilia fo far diflaiit from ' 
her former home. 

The latter concluding her rival had been ac* 
quainted with the circumflances wiiich induced 
her to quit the manfion of the Count D'Aui 
tcroche, was fomewhat embarrafled, and merely 
returned a general evafive anfwer, that her re- 
fidence at the Chateau of the Marquis la Gran* 
geneuve was to be attributed entirely to ac* 
cident. 

JLeonora darted her fparkling black eyes Mfitk 
, iicrutinizing glance upon Cecilia ; " I did hear," 
faidthc former, "of your fuddenly quitting the 
houfe of the Count D'Auteroche, and was 
anaiousto know the caufe of that event; the 
Count however gave me one highly injurious to 
your reputation, which I' could not believe, and 
with refpeft to which I was undeceived by 
Emilia, who convinced me of its faifehood, but 
Ihe pofitively refufed to inform me of the true 
reafon, though it appeared as if flie was well 
acquainted with it; and from thefe circum- 
flaaoes, my dear Cecilia, faid Leonora fmiling, 
*^ I do Ihrewdly guefs the r^ reafon for youj? 
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i|ui|tiog tbe Count's chatfa^t ^A mucfc mI 
l^mire the UQHh;ners of your coudu^, I afliiup 
you I am not in Che leaTb indebte4 to yon for it.*^ ] 

Hearing with the utmoft furprife this addrefs | 
1^ Leonora, Cecilia I^new^ not what aafwer to j 
feturn, ami looUiig ftedfaftly at iier co«panio% 

! 
Rcfuming the diicouric howcrer, **you feem j 
ia doubt/' faid {^e^Aora, " what condm^^oa 
^ put upon my words ; but now I will tell yoy 
/rankiy and piaiHly^ that if Henri had rtn away 
with and marri^ you« it ^oqld have been fouidlp ! 
jaoore gratifying to me than your rojiaiog aw^qf 
item him.*' t 

" Is that poffiible, my Lady?" (aid CeciM;^ 
whilft her eyes fparkled with joy, yet ilill M^ 
l^yed Ippft^ ^Of tioB of dou^« 

"Very poffiblc,** Skid Uono^,*" "api ^ 
l^ual &a f affurc ypu ; aad ^ joy th^ 
i^rkiesin your eyes, ^iy dear CecJJia, oonrJ9i«4y 
meJljowagredabieheis to. ^ou." Cecilia bUiflie^ 
deeply^ and Leonora continued ; ^' to teft yoJI 
the tfufh, I have oo( the leajlj affeftion Ai 
Henri, and I never wiU mautyajpnan w^ogL^-l 
dio not itfdeptly iovA" 

The frankneft^ of Leonora k^erefted Cecilta« 
^knd chafed away all doubt and fufpicioa iroai 
liarmifut . ^jfot wiil aptyitAr?fath^^i«Qfipcei/ 



HM CccBIa iGghing, ** contipe! yoM to rtiarrjr 
gtftri, tipott whbm 1 know compulfuin will bif 
i«crcifed.7 

*** No, my dear," replied jLebftdi^, ^1 have 
talietd much wkh my kther upon the fubjed^ 
said it being his atdent wilh that we ffiould be 
Uhited| he txpGfftulated for fometinie with ite 
itktive to it ; but at kngth perceiving my de. 
tcrmiftatidn to be imtiioveable, and having ^ 
fincere affedion ict nve, he ebi^fented to allow 
|Be to aft according to my own inclination." 

** Is the CotJnt D^AutcrbChfe icquaihtcd wit]^ 
^is ?*' faid Cecilia, 

k ,; ^ 

"Not wholly 1 biilicve; a marriage between 
tkt a!ld HcnH was a meafurfe long agreed Upon 
tfet ween him knd rty father, and the latter had 
lifet reiR)Intiqn endugn to impart to him my de- 
tetn^iiiation:, fandioned by hi3^^ own confent, 
btit he dropped fome hints, which created con- 
fldcrable furprij^c in the mind of the Coun): 
tfAtfterocht, and rrtv felher fexpeAing he would 
irt^ueft a:n explartMidn, which hc'^iS not refo* 
lltion f ulRtient to give, pleaded fadden bufinel^ 
pi impfbriante, and irpmedlately commenced a 
toilr, for thepurpofe of getting rid of the bufi. 
irtfs, if polfible, or at any rate avoidinj; a per. 
fonal explanatioli/' 

A nevfr ifdtt of reftex^ions rfow afolfe !n tljif 
/n,in4 of Ceclfi^y and die tcp^tt\^ii^t /laS t^ 
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returned to the manfion of the Count ^*A%, 
tpfoche, inflcad of perjlifling in ^fenttng htt* 
ulf, and concealing the place of htr retreat| 
but {liU it feemed probable, knowing the avarU 
cious diipofition of the Count, diat.be would 
leek out for another hcirefs, whom his fon might 
had to the hymenial ^tar, ^nd had fl)e returns 
cd, it might only have been to be flillmore en. 
d^ned by the fetters of ioye, and rendered 
more miferable than fhe was at prefent, \>y being 
compelled to yield up its objeft* 

\ Leonora perceiving the tfaoHghtfui manner of 
Ciccilia, fmilingly faid, " yxM> nped not defpsnr, 
Henri will (HU be yourV* 

, *' My dear Leonora,** faid Cccilia» " I am 
much indebted to you for alt that you have iaid; . 
I will confefs that Henri is not indifferent t<^ 
me, and that he ardently loves me I am fully 
convinced ; this formed the reafon for my quit- 
ring the houfc of the Count d' Auleroche, wfech 
you have rightly guefled, was gratitude toward^ 
iny benefa§or ; llill, alas, I fear, the Count's 
ayarice forms in inli^arable barrier to our union^ 
Ifer never will I yield to the entreaties of Henri^' 
ilnfandiojied by the confent of hi$ father ; I 
hope, however, my dear Leonora, you will b^ 
more fortunate, and become united to the man 
oT your heart, whoever he may )?e." 

Pluihing deeply, Leonora thanked her com* 
ji^io^ fyr the -wift flie hs4 expreM. ' 
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' Now,^' faid Cecilia, fmifing, *' I can retoi< 
upon you, your blufh betrays you/' 

** It does, my dear Cecilia, but do not think 
that, becaufe 1 am the fola heirefs of a weahhyr 
nobleman, I am therefore privileged any more 
than yourfeif to -become united at pleafure witfc 
the obje<ft of my afFedlions." 

** Ai!e you then unfortunate, my dear Leo* 
nora?" 

** I am afraid fo," replied Leonora, fighing^ 
^r I was riding on horfeback okc day in the 
neighbourhood of my father's manfion, and in- 
fenfibly approached the borders of the foreft of 
Ardennes ; my horfe unfortunately taking fright, 
I was thrown to the ground with confiderable 
violence atid remained fome time in a flatc of in- 
fenfibility. When I opened my €yes, a Cavalier, 
of degant appearance, and mofl interefting 
countenance, was hanging over me, and appeared 
Xo be watching my recovery with the moit 
anxious and tender foiicitude," 

*' Recovering fufficiently to thank him, 
which I did in the warmeft terras he replied, 
<with the utmod politeneis, and a found of horfea 
he'mg now heard, immediately took his leave 
Arery politdy, though in a hurried manner, 
ieaving noe entirely ignorant ^ his naaie and 
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quality, as lie was likewifc of mine, and ratl^ef 
uirprized at the fame time at the haile wit^ 
which be quitted me." 

** His fine forni^ Jiowev^, his interelHng 
features, and the elegant tendernefs of his man. 
iier, became forcibly imprefled upon my recoU 
JetSVion, and I remaini^d loft in a deep reverie, 
and without the inclination to move from th^ 
fpot, until I was aroufed by a vpice, and turn- 
ing round, perceived my fervant at my fide, 
Haftily encjuiring why I had (lot feen him be- 
fore, hf inforiyicd me, ths^t be tpo was thrown 
from his horfe at fome diftance from the place 
where we now were, a circumftance which I had 
uot perceived, and as foon as he recovered^ 
which dfd hot t'akje place till after fome time had 
elapfed, he haftened along the road, which he 
fujppofed I had takep, and ^t length luckily per* 
jeiyed ipe/' ' 

f* Immediately re-mounting my horfe, f 
paced flowly homewards, ardently hoping to 
meet again with the Cavalier, to whom I con- 
^dered myfelf fo niuch indd>ted, but in this I 
was dif^pppinted, apd frpn) that time to the 
pfefent, I have not experienced the good for- 
tune of feeing hitp again ; the good fortune I 
fty, for I will not conceal from you, that the 
Jifnprelion he made upon me has nev^r yet been 
eradicated from mv mind, and now CKcludei 
Ijvcry other objea/f '' 
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. Pitying- her whom fo lately before fh.e had 
icen halfinclined to envy, Cecilia cxprefled hef 
concern in the mo ft friendly manner, and re* 
guefted a defcription of the man for whom' 
Leonora feemcd to entertain y at firft fight, an 
ardent afFedtion^ 

The defcriptlon being, given by Leonora^ 
though with fomewhat of the exaggerated lan- 
guage of love, Cecilia becank convinced, in* 
her own mind, that the Cavalier in queflioa 
could be nco other than the Captain of the ban- 
ditti, whofe prifoner ibe had fora fhort time 
remained. 

Unwilling however, to drive Leonora to dfefw 
pair, the confeqiiences of which, from her ar- 
licnt difpofition, wei;c highly to be feared, b/ 
relating what (lie had, with confidcrable proba- 
bility furmifed, and confidering it better to' 
allow the illiirK)n of hbpe to remain, Cecilia en- 
deavoured to keep up an expeAation iii the 
riiind of Leonora, of again meeting with the 
bbje<ft who thus engrofled her affe^ion, and oi 
yet becoming happy in the participatioa of lau-^ 
tual love. * 

Their converfation having made a conflder- 
able inroad upon the hours allotted for reft ; 
tiiey at length impofed filence upon each othef 
by mutual confent, and foon enjoyed a portioi? 
of profound deep. 
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Breakfaft aflfembled all the party, except the 
Count du Quefne, whofe indifpofition the phy- 
^cian pronounced to be a low fever, and rcftifed 
to give any definitive anfwer as to the probable 
termination of his malady. This threw a 

ffoom over the countenance and converfation of 
ieonora, but the reft were highly cheerful,^and 
Cecilia difplayed more real vivacity than fhc 
had exhibited for a confiderable time. The 
converfation of Leonora had exhilarated her 
ipirits, and rejoicing in pofleffing an undivided 
empire over the mind of Henri, (he fcarceFy 
fuffered any fuppoiition to interpofe between 
htr prefent fituation and the happinefs of anf 
fuifton which &e looked forward to with trao* 
fport. 

Unwelcome recolleftions, however, would 
now and then intrude, and in fpite of the faf- 
cinating piftures, prefented by her imagination, 
her reafon would fometin^es calmly infinuate 
the improbability which ftill remained attached 
to them. 

Several days elapfed, during which Leonora 
wsis a con-ftant and anxious attendant hpon her 
father, only quitting his room to obtain re* 
frefliment and reft, whilfl his fever was in a 
great meafure conquered, but the phyjician 
pronounced him to be in a ftate of fuch extreme 
weakneis, as to render hU recovery ftill amal* 
ter of much doubt. 
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A return of the myftcrious noife which hatf 
Uccn before heard highly alarmed the Count 
du Qaefne, and the attendant, who fat up with 
hiny, and caufed an alteration perceptibly for 
the worfc. The Marquis, highly vexed at the 
circumftance, concealed from the Count ther 
myftery which attended it, and alf^red him and 
the attendant, who had been with him in tho 
night, that the founds proceeded from himfelf^ 
pacing his own apartment, in confequence e£ 
iodifpofition. 

Leonora, however, had lifcewife heard it Z9f 
well as Cecilia, of whom much alarmed, {he ea- 
gfcrly enquired relative to its caufe. Of this Cecilia 
exprefled her entire ignorance, and. was herfelf 
much terrified by its conftant return. The ter- 
ror of Leonora was extreme, and with fome^ 
difficulty Cecilia calmed her fears. 

Having, dlfcovered that Leonora had likcwife 
heard itj and was not to be deceived, the Mar- 
quis oi^iy requefted of her not to acquaint her 
father with it, which (he readily promifed^ 
whilft the Marquis himfclf could,, with the ut- 
moft difficulty, conceal the alternate terror and' 
riielancholy which frequently gained the fupre- 
macy in his countenance, in ipite of every ex- 
ertion to fupprefs their appearance. ^ 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



i^OMEWHAT ftaggered m his incrcJuffqrr 
ky the concurrent tcftimony of fo many w^«* 
iiefTcs, the Chevalier aiked nic Marqnis if thercr 
was any private paffage between the aparlmcntdj; 
•* I know of nenc," replied the Marquis. 

^ Becaufe it occMrred to me-," faid die- Che- 
▼alier, "that it might be poffible for a banditti 
to in^habit the fobterrahean cdJs and caverns be- 
neath the hpuikr and afcending by a private 
paliagc caufe that noife, which appears- fo un- 
accountable; I, have heapd of fuch kind of 
Iricks being played," 

♦♦ I do not know," faid the Marquis, **^of 
any fuch paflage, nor do I conceive there caw 
be iHie, for I know of no place to which it canr 
lead, but for the fake of curiofity I (hould likr 
to explore the fubterraneaii' apartments yoi> 
have mentioned, which 1 have never yet feen, 
and if you will accoiflpMsy me^ wc will Qom^ 
lacAce our fearchr'^ 
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Hcfitating for a moment the Chevalier faid : 
•* I have no objeiflion, I was paufing at the confT- 
deration of the danger which might attend upOtt 
fiich an examination, but thinking again upon the 
fi>bjeft, our rank and fituation enfure our fafety, 
for fuppoiing any banditti to have taken poffrf- 
fion of the place, we can treat with them, at 
lea ft, upon equal terms, and. barter, fccrecy for 
our prefervation, lince to dcftroy us would in- 
Mibiy betray them/' 

** True, you are pcrfcftly right," faid thip 
Marquis, " let us go.** 

Alarmed at this refolntion, the Marchionefs- 
cxpoftulated and was joined by Cecilia in her 
intreaties, but the Marquis and the Chevalier 
were refolute, and at length the Marchionefs 
perceiving her urgent requeft to be unav^Hng, 
intreated to be allowed to accompany them. 
This they both refufed, but ftie having declared 
her refolution to follow them, they thought 
proper to comply, and Cecilia declaring her 
wi(h likewife to join the party, they all pro-* 
ceeded, Leonora having retired to her father'^ 
chamber, to examine the fubterranean regions^ 
#f the chateau r 

Xcading the way, the Marquis conduced 
them into a pafYage in the fame ftory, when ar< 
riving at the ftaircafe he paufed a confiderable' 
time : ** Why do you ii«t aUvaflce* brotheri'i' 
laid the Chevalicfr 
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*' I am confidering/' faid ^ the Mar^V 
urhich way we fiiali go, there is one way through' 
tlie room you now occupy as a bed-chamber^., 
which is quite private, and no other, except by 
going out at the grand entrance, and re-enter- 
ing at an openings which I believe there is, hid*- 
den by trees^.'* 

" By alf means,'' replied the Chevalier, " let- 
Its go the moft private way, otherwife we may- 
be feen, our condu6t will appear ftrange to the 
dpmedies, and may ejccite unpleafiant enq«i* 
ries.'* 

" True,'* replied the Marqois, ftill howeref' 

pau^ng. 

"I.et' me lead,'* faid the Chevalier, " if yoU. 
Aa not like the biifinefs." 

" No,** replied the Msyrquh gravely, drawing 
his fword, " follow me/' 

Arriving at the door of the chamber, whichl 
the Chevalier had made his nightly refidence^ 
^ we Have forgotten to bring a lamp with us," 
faid the Marquis, " we cannnot proceed into tha» 
dark fubterranean apartments without one." 

** I will undertake to procure one- immediv 
itely," replied the Chevalier* 

!*Do, brother/*" faid the Marquis,, "and wT 
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win wait at the door of tU$ apartmeht tiniil 
you return.*' 

The Chevalier departed, and thc^ Marquis 
waited at the door of the chamber with much 
terror and anxiety in his countenance, whilft 
the ladies remained filent, and looked at him 
and each other alternately. 

After a confiderable paufe the Marquis, wkfi 
a face clouded with anxiety, and pallid with 
terror, or with fom'^ direful rccolledion, ad- 
drefled the Marchionefs, " let me perfuadc you, 
my dear Louifa, to depart with Cecilia to your 
former apartment, and leave your brother an4 
myfelf to purfuc our examiriation/' 

" I will not depart, my dear Charles,'* re* 
|iUed the Marchionefs, " I am determined M 
accompany you in this enterprife of dagger, 
and fliare your fate, te it what it will.'* 

Sighing, the Marquis faid no more, and at 
this moment the Chevalier returned with a 
lamp. 

Proceeding into the apartment, the Marquis 
hurried acrofs it to the door, followed by the 
reft of the party, wbilft Cecilia caft a fearfirl 
fiance at the chair, which popular rumour re- 
ported to be the feat of the late Marquis's ap- 
parition, as it was of his dying corporeal frame. 
It infpired feniations of terlror^ aad flie ie^K her* 



fcif materially relieved at entering ti]>aa fhfli 
ilaircafe which they now bcgsn to defcend. 

Defctfndirtg i great number of ftarrs they at> 
length arrived at a dopr : "This," faid the* 
Marquis, whilft an^ univerfal tfcmor fecmed ta 
feize him, . " leads to the fubterranean apart* 
ments.*' Cecilia looked at him and perceived 
his countenance oirerlpread by an almofideath* 
Ifke palenefs. 

Attempting, however, to uhclofe, the dpoff 
whilft he gave the lamp to the Chevalier to hold 
in the mean tkiie^ the triemor which had feized 
kim appeared fo-' evident, that the Chevalier, per-* 
ceiving him unable to open it, gave the lamp 
to Cecilia, and himfelf attacking it foon cfFc<5t- 
ed an opening, whilft- the Marquis mvolun^- 
rily ftepped bSeiy as iiF afraid or meeting fome* 
horrible pbjed at the entrance. 

Perceiving the fituation of the Marquis, as 
Jbe contefnplated him with (x>me Airprife, tho 
Chevalier took the lamp from the hand of Ce- 
cillia, and leading the way defcended another 
flight of ftairs. The Marquis, who feemed 
6:arcely alive, made no eflport to interrupt him^ 
but, clofely followed, whilft the Ladies, hand,' 
in hand, purfued their way behind. 

They had defcended feveral ftairs, when the 
Chevalitr turned fuddenly, and ftoppingi whi£^ 



f tred the Marquis, who, ftartinj, involuntarily 
turned as if to retrace his ^eps. 

•<* Nay/* faid the Chevalier, in a half-whifper, 
** 1 am determined to proceed, having advanced 
thus far, and immediately with fome hafte de- 
fcendcd to the bottom. 

Here (landing with his face towards them as 
they defcended, and holding the lamp immedi- 
ately before him with his other hand he at the 
fame time held his fword, and accidentally as it 
were, extended a part of his drefs. 

Surpe<fling foniething iS^m the majnner of 
the Chevalier, and the appar<*ntly increafed ter^ 
ror of the Marquis, the ^uriofity of <Cecilia in* 
duced her to linger a little behind, and cafiing a 
hafty glance, as llie Chevalier ^hanged his pofi- 
tion to lead them on, fhe perceived with inex^ 
preffible horror, a (kull and feveral bones lying 
upon the ground behind the>fpot .wherehe ha4 
fo pautioufly flqad. 

Shuddering at the iight. She perceived at once 
fhe reafon .of ithe Chevalier's conduct, and had* 
prefence of mind fufficknt not to alarm the Mar- 
^hionets. 

Pifoceeding in their progrefs, they examined 
ieveral dark dungeons and gloomy caverns . 
where frequently inllruments of torture made 
ifacm Ihudder with horror^ and wherp C$ci)i.| 
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often petccived, in fpite of the cautious car© 
of the Chevalier, what appeared to be human 
bones. The March ionefef however, ef(gaped 
the iight of theoi, through the numerous con- 
(rivancee of her brother* 

No trace pf banditti was, however, to be 
difcovcred, nor did they perceive any veftige of 
a human being. The Marquis anideufiy fought 
for another paflage to the fuperior ^artments of 
the chateau, but none was to be difcovered; 
IPid pauiing for a moment—- 

"You perceive, brother,'* faid he, ** there is 
po paffage." 

^ I caiinot difcover any,*' replied the Cheva- 
Ber; " and I do .not know what to think about 
that noifr, but yet I think there n^uft be fome 
$nct" 

. ** I fear not,*? faid the Marquis, lighing. 

« I will difcover it," faid the Chevalier, « If, 
that id poffible!*' and again leading the way, 
they proceeded through fevend apartmcnt$ 
when the Manjub faid-— 

" There is a door leading to a part bf the 
ghmnds amoflgft a thick grt)ve of trees ; I 
think we rauft be near it." v 

Xookii^nairawly gbom^ the Ctaev^lier^ouli' 
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fttrt pefceive any 5 tbc Marquis, hawever, poinN 
ing to a ftaple in the wall, fidd, *' this is the doot 
1 Tnentianed." 

" I perceive no door," replied the Chevalier. 

" It appears," faid the Marquis, "to be a part 
of the wall, but by pulling the <ftaple we fliall be 
able to open it, and there is then a way, if I re* 
cbflel^ right, through a fort of cavern, into ihe 
^grounds. I imagine, however, it will require a 
confid^rable effort to ivndofe h," 
' '' • 

*^ A ftrong ir©n bar lies here,** faid the Che. 
Talicr^ *' If we pnt it into theHaple and pul 
ilf ongly, ft will, I imagine, anf^er the purpofe,** 

** ^ue," faid the Marqtiifii, ^< let us'tryit.^' 

Putting the bar withm the ft*ple» and l)oth*^It 
ing ftrongly, the 4oor was fpon opened. 

" It opens thuch esifier th^n I cxpeAcd,'' fait 
the MarqiBs. 

« I think," faid the Chevalier, as the party ad- 
^vanced ipto a dark cavern, " that this door fliould 
'lye better fecored, as it app^irs clearly from our in- 
veftigjition, that there isa way through the fubtct- 
ranean apartments up the private ftaireafe, and 
acrofsthe ibom. ivhercl flcep, into the interior 
partoftfacichateau.'' 
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" True,** replied the Marquk, ** but it is not 
known to. any one befides ourfeltes, nor would 
any one imagine there exifted fuch a way, PT 
have the courage to purfue it." 

** There is fomc truth in yiour obfervation, I 
confefs/' faid the Chevalier, examining the door t 
f * Fray h%w is this jdoor opened withput ?*' 

•* Merely by pufhii^g violeotly agaiDft it,*' 
faid thid Marquis, and immediately exerting his 
Hrength^ it opened, and quitting it, (liut to agaii]L 
with coQfiderable violence, the noife echoing 
through the fubterranean vaults, to the no fmall 
terror df thejadie?, who wjpre^pw i^ipatient to he 
gonfi. 

Their xleparture, however, was tKot un^ittended 
vrlth difficikty ; a fteep afccnt was to befurmount* 
^d, and the Marquie and the Chevalier were oblige 
^d to fiipport the ladles in th^ir progrefs^ 

Arriving, at kngth, at the top, they found 
the entraiice of the cavern {o low, that thty 
were obliged to kneel to effe^ thf ir parage out 
/of it. 

I 
They had no fooner quitted it, than they found 
themfelvcs involved in a gloom little inferior to 
that they had juft experienced in the cavern, by 
xealbn o/jthe thiclf foliage that extended itfeif over 
their heads, an^ the number of trpjs by whi^h 
$b^y we|ref^rrounded^ aiu;! which did t0 permit ^ 
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glimpfe of any ©bjeift,- except theii' ow\i trunks and 
branching fummits. 

ttaving extingiiifbed the light j the ChevaHef 
paufcd for a moment. " 1 think brother," faid 
he, " you cannot be too fafe, and it may be as weft 
ttf* block up completely the cavern and its er?^- 
trance, by means of the numerous branches of trees 
lying Icattered about heie," ' 

*' We cannot be too fafe certainly,*' replied 
the Marquis; " but J think you are over-cautious; 
however, do as you pUafe about it ; 1 have no 
objection."' 

Immediately going to work, the Chevalier filled 
up the cavern With bianches and flumps of trees, 
that were lying upon the ground not far from its 
mouth ; and having at length £m(hed his labor^ 
tkey all departed from the fpot, and with feme dif-^ 
ficulty making their way through the' trees which 
furrounded them, they arrived at a more open part 
ef the grounds, and fooji afterwards entered the 
chateau at the grand entrance, to the no fmall fuN 
prife of the porter, who had folemnly protcfled 
they were not gone out, when afked by fome of the 
domeftics, and was now/ jeered for b^ing afleep 
upoa his pofl in broad day -light. 

Gloom now hung upon the countenance of the 
Marquis with incre^fcd melancholy. The Clicva- 
V lier wasfilent, and appeared to be immerfed in pro- 
found reverie^ whilfl the Marchionefs feemed ]^en- 
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£ve and fad; ami Cecilb, thus left to herfeff^ could 
«nly refteft upon the ftrange cifcumftances thai 
liappened around ber^ anxiouOy wiihing for a de*^ 
▼elopement of the luyilery which extended its inw 
penetrable mazes before her« 

Some days paftd without any material occnr^ 
»ence» The health of the'Count du Quefnewas 
0ih precarious, and no certainty of bis recove- 
ly could be entertained. Leonora anxioufly ard 
ieduouffy attended upon him, and devoted all the 
time fite could {pare from her father, and the 
f urpofes of neceflary refreihmenf, to Cecilia, be*- 
tureen whom and hcifelf the inoft UBFefenred: 
^iendOiip airofe. 

Cecih'ay on the other hand^ ailidtiouny attend^ 
«d upon the Marchionefe,. who continued pcnu 
five and melancholy, and feemed fomewhatto* 
decline in health. The attention of Cecilia, in 
feme meafijre, leflcned the weight by which (be 
feemed to be depreflcd, whilft^he gloom that ftilB 
call a deep fhade over the countenance ef the 
Marquis, by mo means fcrved? to elevate the fpirits 
•f his Jady. • 

Fre<|ueat (ecuct cdnverfations now took pJace 
between the ]\fere|uis and the Chevalier;; and the 
ktter, though not gloomy or melancholy, feemed 
to be continually engaged in deep thdught, and! 
jpLned little ia whatever couyerfation took place*. , 
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1-#EONORA and Cecilia frequently fcized th«f 
opportunity of flying from the gloom which aC 
thefe times prevailed, and walking in the grounds 
that furjTounded the chateau, would enjoy the io* 
tcrcourfe of mutual friend fliip. 

Having wandered rn oite of their nmbks a con- 
£derable diflance from the chateau, whifl in ear<« 
nefl difcourfe, they had not marked their way, ami 
were much furprifed and alarmed, when they de- 
termined to return, to find themfeives in a part of 
the country entine^y ftrange, and the chateau out 
of Gghu 

Confidering for a (hort time, Leonora was of 
opinion that a path, which extended itfcif In front 
of them as they turned, led towards the houfe'; 
Cecilia was doubtful of it^ but the former fpcaking 
very pofitively upon the fubje<5l", Cecilia accede Jy 
and acdbmpanied her in exploring it. 



Difappointmenl foon met thfm, by dlfptayihgr 
the pecan in majeftic grandeur at the end of the 
path they had- tnken.. B«€omtng now fericully 
alarmed, they ftopped awhile to coniider; and at 
length concluding;, that by purfuirig- their way 
along the fea coaft, they fljould meet with a road? 
teading to the chateau, they kept their toutc by the* 
ihore.. 

Eageriy Fooking to diftover, if poflible, » 
glimpfe of the chateau,, they did not perceive 
• a boat which lay in ^ fmaH cove, and was ibme>^ 
'What hidden by a proje<!ling.i'ock. At lengthy 
iiowever, feeing the veffel, they were faafting< 
^ttay in another ^ee6kion,. fii^^po&ig f&mt ooft 
was there.^ 

]k wat now, BowevfT, too late; twe^ men ha«^ 
lli ted with fbm^ degree of elegance, fivddenly a|^ 
ifeared, and fisizing^ Leonora and CeciHa with* 
eonfiderable nidenefs, ^began to tak^ unwarranta* 
We liberties. Botii fcwamed with much terroraiq^ 
iconfidcrable vehemence^ when fuddenly aloud' 
€ry of " Villains unhand thofe ladies,*' called oB 
the attention of the men who had fo rudely attack* 
^ thcwt^ and who now haflened with confiderable' 
trepKiatioln to the cove from whence they had- 
^Fung, and hafljly entering the boat^immediateljp 
put off from the Ikore* 

Looking around to obfcrve the perfbns H^' 
whom they were indebted for their deliverance^ 
CooUa called' out with- (temulous emotion^t^ 



^iHTenrV^ and feinted in the arms of Leonora ; 
who, herfelf much terrified at the rude attack (he 
Md experienced, was iM able to fi]p[K)rt her com* 
panion. 

It was indeed Henrr who now advanced to- 
wards the ladies; and, darting with amazement at 
what he faw, contewvplated with no cojrmon emo» 
-tion his beloved Cecilia, apparently Kfelefs, in the 
arms of her whom fee ftill thou|;ht was deitined tm^ 
become his wife. 

Leonora was much embarrafled, and looked 
alternately at the paUid form of Cecilia and at 
Henri, fcarccly knowing for why ;. whilft the 
fetter ftood motiotilefs, and did nor attempt tO' 
liiove from the fpot whereon furpriac had fixed 
liim, 

- At iengtli, ho wever, fomcwfiat recovering, Henri, 
advanced towards Ciscilia, and throwing his arm* 
arountl her, (lie now opened her eyes, and'blufli- 
tng deeply as fhc looked at him with much con- 
^fion^ fhc endeavoured ta dhfcngage herfelf from* 
hh armsv 

Much concerned; znd not IcnowFng^ how t(y 
-^y Henri knmediately quitted her; and bowing^ 
irefpc(^fully to LeoHora and then tlo Cecilia wiUt'a 
Very embarraffedair, he remained fi lent and fceraed 
Jbefnating and confidering wh6tjro fay. 

2a fozue meaiure enjoy ing^ his embairaflmenti^ 
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LeoDora at length broke thefilence; **Wffai^ 
much mdebted to you, my Lord, for our delivev- 
ance from the hands of the ruffians by whom vft 
were fo rudefy attacked. For that deliverance to 
be etfedted fo unexpe^edly by you, h almoft mi- 
raculous.'^ 

** Madam," replied Henri, with a hefi taring 
and confufed manner, " 1 am very happy^ in be- 
ing the fortunate inflrument q£ your efcape." 

•* But dill more happy," faid Leonora, fome* 
what archly, ^' in being the noore fortunate inibn- 
tnent of the efcape of Cecilia." 

Starting and appearing nnich canfufed, Hen- 
ri'» embarraflment and cpnfufion increafed, and he 
remained Clent whiJll Cecilia blufhed deeply ;— 
•' Come, my dear Leonora," faid ihc, ** let us en- 
deavor to End a road u> the chateau^ it btcomes 
late." 

** Dire6lly, my dear," replied Leonora^ and 
again addreffing herfelf to Henri with a fmile, 
•** you need not be afraid of me, my Lord, I have 
no claim upon you*" 

The ladies noW turned for the purpofe of 
proceeding towards the chateau, when H^nry ti- 
midly advancing, placed himfelf by the fide of 
ILeonora^ and re^ueftcd permiilion ta efcort thenv 
home. 
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F •* If you v^ill go to the fide of of nijr coinp< 
' Bioo ui0i^ of 0UQe) you fliall efcort us/' &i^ 
Leonora, 

" Dear Leonora, how oah you thus t«?ize me ?** 
£u4l Henri. 

** My dear Leonoras/^ fakt Cecilia, ** Ut m pror 
cecii alone to the chatc^tt^'* 

" Henri/' faid Leonora in a whifper, **I am * 
Ac hofom friend of Ceeilia; and I amyowr irt^fnd, 
but never ftiaUbe youjr wife^ purfue your owaiD^ 
cUnaiiocs.'* 

Surprifed^ tho'^deRghtetl, at the focret a4di5Bf3 of 
Leonora, Henri qijitted lier fide, and foon het4 
the hand. of Ceeilia faft li^cked in hit own i and 
was whifpering his love infpite of aJl her effort?,, 
which it muft be bonfeflfed were feeble. That re* 
fohitioD^ which flie had boafted^to herfelf vuas, ca- 
}>able o-f eradicating him from her bofons, t^U|^ 
^rong.'in abfence, Eed at the 6r(l glance of the map 
of her heart. 

A road to the chateau wt» yet tQ be diftoTC reil 
Chance, however, favore^i them, and turning fiiout 
found an angle they difcovered the Marquis> 
v^ti&on zt fome dtfiance before them. 

Taktng a road that feemed to lead in the moft 
^ire6t manner towards it, Henri ftill accompanied 
them ;, and^ except now and then Jinking ibm» 
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general obfervation, or replying to LeonofA, l)ii 
%vhol€ attention was abforbed by Cecilia, and sili 
his converfation dire6^ed to h«r. 

The remembr^ce of thf unkown Cava^cr, 
livho, in fpiteof her efforts, poflefleci her hearty fret 
quently intruded into the mind of Leonora as (he 
glanced at the happy Henri and Cccifia ; and figh- 
ing, ihe ardently breathed a vain wifh for £milar 
happineft. * 

leaving at length arriv^cf within a (kort diftanci! 
9f the chateau, Cecilia intreated Henri would now 
depart, and leave them to enter it alone. Leonorsi 
however, infifted upon introducing him to the 
Marquis, as their deliver fifom imnninent danger; 
and Henri joining with the latter, CeciHa could rc- 
^R no longer, and they all proceeded together into 
thehoufe, 

Uneafy at their protrsifted ftay, the Marchiopefe 
had fcquefted her brother to go out for the purpofc 
of feeking them; and he having taken a very dif. 
ferent road to that by whicji they had arrived sK 
the chateau, returned nearly at the fame moment, 
rather uneafy at his ill fuccefs. With much joy 
he greeted thetr return ; and Leonora briefly irr^' 
^forn;»ing him of their adventure, introduced to him 
Henri, whom the Chevalier received with the ut» 
moft politenefs. 

They entered together the apartment in which 
&t the Marquis aad Marchlohefs, to whom Leo- 
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nora, Iniefly relating the circiitnftatuces tkey had 
met with,, mtr^uqed Henri D'A^erpche. The 
BJhrquis a^d his .lady received him with the great* 
eft politencfs, though mingled with fomc furprife, 
the former dir«8ing an enquirine look at Cecilia, 
who bhiilied^ whi41t J-eonora faid, '^Ijid^^ wc 
:gre nrtch indebted toth|5 yojing Count, for^ had it 
not been for him, the men whQ attacked us would 
jnoft probably, have carriecj us away with theija ii| 
the:ir boat/' 

'* Do you mean to ftay Jong in this part pf thf 
l^ountry, Sir?" faid the iVIarquis to Henri. 

. Henri hefitated, ^nd feemed fomewhat embar- 
rafled; ♦«! bclievp 1 fhall, niy Lord^** fie z% 
length replied. 

The Marquis liow politely offered a refidenc^ 
Jn his chateau during his (lay^ which Henri, wit|k 
many thanks, accepted. 

Some general converfatlon pnfued, which waj 
fuddcnly interrupted by a dpnjcftic entering the 
room ; faying, fomeone wanted the young Count 
4*Auteroche : "I am he," faid Henri with e%« 
gernefs, who is it wants ipe ?*• 

" Pleafe your Lordfliip, a man below wants to 
blow what he is to do with the horfcV" 

'* Oh I my fervant and my horfes!" t^d H|?iv» 
fi ; '* J had forgot them eixti;rely,*J 
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** fell y(J\if fcrvant, Cbiirit/' faid the Manqu?!, 
*• fo pm the hdrfesin rtijrftables, atid as for him,- 
he can fikewiie, rdicie in the dhateau during youf 
nay." 

tenil pToIitdy thanked thcManqiiis, and pro- 
reeclihg 16 give the nece/Taiy mftruftions to Jeane, 
who was waiting f6r his anfwcr^iie again repaired 
to the pa:i'ty. I^onora, *who had been to vifit her 
father, finding him afleep, was likewifcrettirtsed. 
The Marquis now, endeavored to throw afid^, ^r at 
\hiit conceal, the gleioto and anMety whiirh liung 
over hi5*fti1nd, and the MarChionefs her mclafiidit)- 
,ly. The Chevalier feerned to give up the reflec- 
Kohs which had {6 much eng?iged hi« attention, 
Ighd joined 'fn theconvei-fatioh with confiderattc 
fpirit. Henri was in the highell degreeliAreiy, aui 
jthe vivacity of Cecilia wanted not an increafi^ 
^hilft'Lfebnora was^rathei* iftcBntjd tbWp^iiv^ 
^h<iug!h h^ naiivO:^! gt^dd fpirit$ generiilly ggdnel 
Jhe afcendcncy, 

'iThus was' kept lip ah>m^ 

a late hour, when a room having befen fitted up for 
^ehri^^djoining that Where die Chevafierilept^ 
^itiid opening 'into it, they dl fcpamfcd 'ftrll* 

ni^ht. 
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XT may. now be proper to itlatc Ihe remaming 
prdp;refs of Henri after we left lum entering Ncht" 
mkndy* 

P^rfiimglifs way dong the iea-coail, and now 
and then taking a iliort tour inland, he jftopped , 
fome time at Caen, from whence he wrote to his ^ 
ftther, aitd received an anfwer, commanding him 
to return home foon. No definite tinie was^ how- 
ever, fixed, and Henri purfued his route by the fea- 
^ore, ho}»ng to meet with Cecilia, and loathing 
Ike idea ofthe marriage his father intended him. 

In this manner he had nearly made the whole 
circtnt of Normandy, when accident conferred up- 
on hkn what he had been fo long and anxioufly 
iviihing for. He did not at firll know who the 
ladies were, but feeing two females treated in a 
very rude manner by two meti, who had the ap* 
pearance of gentlemen^ he hefitated not a moment^ 
Bill l^ipg hrom bis horfe, 9rA drawing his fwoifd, 
> . S 
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« commanding Jeane to folbwhiirii herillhed^« 
vard to attack them. 

This,4iowcv«r^ they did'iiot cKufe to ^vlilt Jbr, 
-and b^ingfoon outof his'reich^ he turned his at- 
tentioir to the ladies he had delivered. Words 
cannot convey the mingled emotions of furpriie, 
-joy, gricf^ and fojaoiw^.wMcKtook pcHTeffibn of hb 
mind, upon feeing before hini Leonora and Ceci£a.' 

Doubtfai what <?ohftrtt«^ion to- putnpon tKf 
tyordsof Leonora, hem &it:ce]i»ckMlj»i'te wlii:^ 
iftinicajly ?fiiedrifig at hkn, and was: total)^^ 9|r%i 
lofs what to fay, or how to aA. Hfer fetioQlad^. 
c^rcfs, however, wh^ he was watking.by her^fidet 
convinced lain oi her ilncerity, wliilft it inRHedIa 
jdy into iusmiad feonrhick he had long ixseaa.'^ 
llranger« 

Occupied by thc^tnoft^eafitYgftnlations^ ettet^ 
other object Iras £orgc»U«n in the priiltvtr o£ bfisi^ 
C^fcilia, and Jeaitrrwis l^ft^wkhi i^ horfes, ecu. 
pefiing every moment hia ng^ftec's; ff^umrr pet ««^ 
ceiving, however, one of the ladies to be Cecilia^ 
and his mafier acc0mpaD3ang heralong a&^^tber 
' path, Jeane fadened the horfesr in^ fecure placei ^ 
and followed at '^re%e^fuldi^ace« Ha^i^ob» 
ferved the hcrnfehia jmafier 'entered^ he w^tcd' 
fome thne, iuppofiog he would- come outftogi^ft 
feme order reipeding him and thehorfes. 

Henri, hp^wever, had totally^ forgotten boCfetto 
^man and the horfes, and«fhad not Jeanexietcrniilit 



i€il0 «itcr the hoiifc, agd fftf^k to hU mailer^ 
lihnielfaad the beads might lUve remained th^c 
aUiught ui^thoughUof^ and unheeded, r 

Time {wifily fieW, and ievcral days ,elapfe4; 
bntlEIenri thought no( of ret^^rnin^ nor did Us 
falher a,nd Mec, fcarcely pnce iiit^ude^ upoa his re- - 
coUe^ion; Gaiety n>arked each pa^g momeiit 
of his time, and nought bm iovt occupied his at- 
.tentioa. . 

Sometimes feebly remanftrating upon the great " 
improbability of their union, and theunhappiuefs- 
that nuill attend their yieidiiiig to a hopeiefs paf»- 
iioni Cecilia was yet too far tgone in love to treat ' 
.With indlffiereuce the affe<ftiqnate attentions oi ium 
who was truly the man of her heart. 

Still iimekindifppfed, though fomcwhat better/ 
^^'CouiiC diiQuefne was yet unable to quirliis 
chamber, and was atiended upon by i^lsdaughrdr 
Leonora with the tendered affedtion. When dif- 
^engaged from attendance upon her fether, ilie 
w^iald frequently enliven the party by her con- 
•^crfation, generally tccmiBg^ith vivaeity, though 
ihe wa^ freqiiently obierved to be fuddenly pew- 
ftreaadoppreifedrby fomepainfttl refldftion^. 

' Often, likewife, flie woul<t walk with Henri and 
Cecilia to oblige the latter, who pofiuveiy refufed 
to accompany her lover, without the addition of 
Leoaora to the:party, , 
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Comprited to fake a part in foeiety, tfaotgli !a 
Ibme meafure contrary to his inclination, the Mar- 
quis endeavored to drefs his gloomy dountenanee . 
in the holiday garb, of cbeerfiilners, but frequently 
the affumed difguife would be invotdntarlfy drop- 
pedj and a ftern and gloomy aufterity frown upoa 
{lis brow, or a wild aielancbely triumphin his fea- 
tures. 



Generally gay and lively, the Chevalier was ufU- 
ally an entertaining companion, though fome- 
times a condderable portion of dbep thought would 
•appear in his countenance, and mufing for fome 
time^ inattentive tp what was paffing around him, 
important bu(ineisfeemed to occupy his attention. 
No melancdoiy or gloom, however, ever viiited 
kis countenance, though fome portion of anxiety 
/Ik^asnow^dthenviiible. Returning again, after 

v1ihefrfe«fdf abfb^dion to the fcene befove-hipii bis 
%onted gaiety iikewife re-appeared^ and ieemed to 

Obave fuffered no diminution. 

Endeavoring to be cheerful, the Marchioneis 
generally fucceeded, but a ferjous melancholy and 
penfive fadncfs frequently appeared in her counter 
fiance, which, whilft it rendercd.her highly intcr- 
eiling, called forth ^U the tenderne^ of fyoapathf 
fcrher diftrefs* 

Jt ■ ." '' •■ , ' ^' ■ 

Sometimes alfo penfive, Cecilia would fighat 

the profpe6t which frequently returned to her 

mind of hopelefs love, and parting with He^n, 

never^ perbapS| to meet again. Stilly however, his 



jM|efiiii)q:e dSifKafed si 'U^dy auin^atk)^ over her fea« 
tiire«, SLnd a yivact^ inta her con verOrtion, whic^i 
produced a fascination that Tiveted iliil clofer and 
ddier the chains* of the adoring Heuri. 

He^ ardeilt srnd]1i)petudti>s, thought sd#ne df fh^ ^ 
pr^fent moment, and enjoying the utmofl happi.. - 
wft i:n'thec<Hfap^py-of'OecUia, difrtga^ded eV'cry 
l>ther objeft, and ohlf occupied hi^ nnlnd with tIJb ' 
d^ffre^f pleafinjg her, to %irfeo^ he tio# refbkntflj^ 
determined to be united, In defiantf^'^f pMt^iHllI ^ 
tyratHiy^t^r paternal illtreat3^^- '" 

- .ifi^ne-ofhW watte-nriA C^HIa, ac(M)ifit«rtirf ' 

byLebnolsiVA^^^ei^^y It^^^^^i^^c^^^^^ -» 

awd having it:ated* themfelvesr in its^cooling fhade, - 
Henri refu^fioid the fubje^oa'wliicb tliey hs|d be« 
iGride.4>een taliiing ? " Why^^iU^ou^ns^r, my Cei 
piiia,'' faidr the 'eaamoured Henrri^ **'Confiait to"^ 
our utikbnr^ /My,;fatfaeiV' when fe^iog tt irrevod» 
bl«\(^ould,-mofi probabl^^iio longer make any ob« 

" •^^l -wiir fiot-becotfie your^s, Hen!rL^'-replife4 • 

Cecilia, " without the cohfent ofy^r father, > 
whom I (^ill confiderand refpedt ^s my iJenefiapftor; 

tod^t-ndt been for Mm,-I ittM^ ifioft probiablx ' 

Ite^cpferiihtti a viatifn to the barbarity of mrf^ - 

Mws 5 not onrl V •for'my* prefervjltion am Undeleted "^ 

txilkitQj bttt ftiH more for a fmilhfed edncatlohj anct i 
in-ittmiomi ai)4 wrental ki^dnefe, vintil iheinai*^" 
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mcnt when I was acfcidently forced' from his 
)u>ufe:| and then determined to quit it for ever/* 

" Cruel giri I How |nany pangs have I fuflffarcd 
in confequence of that determination i" 

^* It was abfobtely neceflary to my peace, and 
to your happinefs ; and though I haive been 
nna^e to conceal from you my atfe6Hon, yet, 
ierioufly receding upon the fyhje^t, I do wifh 
your fearch for me . had been uoitlefs : honoi^ 
and gratitude forbid me to confent to our union 
w^out the fanSion of your father, and kis zp^ 
jprobation there is no ho]()e of receiving," ' 

** There may be jret, my dear Cecilia, fome 
liope of obtaining his confent ; are you Bot the 
adopfed daughter of the Marquis la Gran^aeuvti 
.who has.no childi-en, nor any knawn hew ^ 

*^ I am, Henri ; but ilill I am dependent upon 
)iis bounty, aod have ho right ta.expeft any ib|ire 
whatever of his property v**" , 

Leonora who had hitherto remained a iHent 
fpe^ator and auditor of what was palling,, now 
interpofed : " I think, my dear Cecflia," faid 
ihe, '* the Marchionefs and the Marquis love' you 
too well to fufFer you to remain unhappy for the 
fake of a litrlf of that weakly which iS| in a great 
jueafure^ ufeiefs t& Iheoju'^ 



' '-**i1^. dear licdfiora," iaid- the. enraptured 
Henri, " 1 thank you for your fuggeftidjn." , 

I ** Pi Leonora,^ feid Cjeciliji, ** how c^a you 
hold up to view a hope that may very likely' meet 
with difappointmenr, and the gratification' of 
which 1 have no Tight to expedl ? ' 

** Hope for the beft, * my dear girl i you fliaH 
be H^nri'§ bHde, I am determined/' laid Leo- 
nora, in a lively tone, ahdpereeiting.a beauti^ 
ful profpeft through an opening which jhe had 
not beforec^ferv^ ^nrmediately rah a. little 'for- 
ward to examine it more. nanuteiy^wH^OEUt.flopt 
ping to hear the ardent thanks of the enrap- 
tured Henri; V 

r > Cecilia nenn^incd filent^ ahd thinking npohthe 
words of Leonora, a hope played before her iahcy 
which Ihe fcarcely dared to indulge; but from 
which, iiiipiteof the fupelUohs'of reafonj ^flie 
derived the moft pleafing fenfations. ^' '? 

- Her refle&lons, however, were foon interrupt. 
ed by her lovef. " Now,- my dear Cecilia, you 
have no excufe $ the kind and generous Leonora 
hu removed every difficulty." ^ 

^ I do not perceive, Henri, every difficulty 
to V»e yet rem(>ved j your iather*i cowent is &iii 
%anfiqg.'? 



J << 'Qfoel girf^ bd# cm^ .y«u-niic -lb «HBi]r^b^- 



father fiiall not prevent nw from noajfjniig * the ob^ 
jteft - of iiiyv4bh9i<ey%aiii4! I #iH nAt ■ IHr ^tfHR-nhe 
JVfofqiiis's^Ycfiii^ftee^^nfUiI dai^o^U you 4)^ ifa^sj 

Lookifig tfound iiflOQiiliedy wh^*nei>fillkS^U)« 
prife they perceived the Count d*Autcrochc him-^ 
Mf -ihiiidhigi JscMii^'ftkeav ^^)^ ^ ijpaltttd^^if^ c 
iortedjb3i'att^*s . >. .J i - /• nm. 

^ yo^efol;girf,'*i«dlheCdinit^^Ui^^^^ 
this the wayyottdrflpa^ issc'ibrvdl ItojrkMdti^frtQ^ 
wards you, to fediicc the affedions»of my ion? ^ 
.Wretek» niticl^eivMi^t>f^ jfindit^ [""^mai^y^Oi 
ceeded'in>«\ftMn«*«lf«o«ffo irite£Mv^ ttisdatadby ' 
f wrtous ' angET, nu^i\ Qedyaar ifiterrufNfecd iiim,^»«iia 
replied with calm d)gin^^.^*iracfaadlK}edee^> la^ 
Lord, the debt of H^ratitudc which 1 ow^ you as^ 
niV<bi^toefa^h»r; biftt, ^eta^ycm^pvoc^wiy^^y^' 
ih& v'nk fiiclt imefti^fcB; ts ihoktim haye^^ 
ailailed my caWf you will be fo jgood as to /lfiC«^ 
lea I am now the adopted^laugh^erof the Jfar^tjij. 
te45raiigeijcttv#.*5 ' 



\ 



X 



Oottb^ lia(J-«ot^ hit wrtd perceived, "aiid highly 
worthy of becoming your adopted <Iadgbtc^tw 
a marriage vfh% your foa ; au union which i 
have long fince rejeSAi.'* 

Becoming niiofsev«siIm>;-£boi:Kgh Mt difpfaying. 
evidettt fymptoins of anger, the Count looked al- 
ternately at Henri, at CecUia^aiid Leonora ; and 
paufing for a momoit, at length turned to Henfi 
** Why arc yo& not upon your, road home, Sir ?*'. 
-faid the Couiitltcfniy. ^ ' ' 

** I meant to return, my Lord^ after fpen^^> 
few days at the hofpitable manfioa of the Marquis 
rfe; Grangetictrve*/^^ ' ' - ' "> * ' ' ' ' 

- ; The Qiuftf: frfifWBedi^ inil ti»fting to 3Le&- 
'ii^ra,- J^l beg^^our fferdoa, Lady Leonofa,** 

faid he, ^' how is my 'Old frienc^ your fether^ 

::■'. •> *. ■: • m. - . ^ fr, . ; ,: ... . .. r ■ 

- «** Stiff veiy much fridifodfi^f, myLordi the*, 
yfemcwhat lietteir,** replied LeottOr^ - 

« Can I fee Mm," faid the Count ^ 

^ " Y^g^ lijy Lnrd f you fliall immediately," re* 
ptic»d Leonora, J *<< if he is aoV afteej^/^ ^ 

Leonora now led the way; and the Count, 
■^Miig^hU fern's- arm {^mdwhat roughly- follow^ 
cd. C^Uidy tbu^lcft alQne^ ran forward k> 
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*£ING in^odinred by Leo^fsra .^ X^l^SI^. 
the M^uis received the: Count with his accaf- 
M9ea4K>litMpif» ^imigk-mi^^^vrpnM; and 

^ -...Hi 

Thanking the Marqi^ for hit 4>olk^.dfeV 
•pM<;h hejhwier i^p^fd i^dr ffcfuMy tfie<3ount 
followed L(sa»pmvmQie4iaiflf tc^ her • ^^faeft^ 
chamb(^r^ taking witivfaim tUtberhb (bar 

The countenance of-.the Count da- Qnefne v 
»«fc€iv^ . in nftddHional pof^oo> «l: aaimaiioa . 
at the fight .^ rhi% ftl4 mii mti©^ frieiid^ 
Shaking hands with the- utm<^ cordtality^. aim^ . 
4ifter nuitu4 veocjiuaiPVvthe Co«nt^ dSf^inlerciclie..^ 
ia^t ^' I (vas nouc^ huct, 4u Qgefiie^ atibent^ 
c€«y^t . ot yQiii:4icuef,il;>otk:at4h6apxit4^au]^^ 



Duoii^ra Mdw ^^[^nd ^e rb«itn whSlit the 

' CiHifit d'AutepDche^ <k)irttnao<ted ■ Hetiri tp ftay«: 

^tJie^Cmdifilu' Qydtt€' 1^ had equally^ 

' jwy frteod, fet'fhy tftind itpcm that tnarriag^^ 

btit tny^diftighter nas^dcdttrti h^ 

ttenv tiiHy* tfet^flatioa bf it^, In fftcft {MJiitiit^ 

tiprms', that I halve ghr^to - up *11 thbifghUs of S«^ 

Jan* as^^flie twiifti fei^tSt*, beft/ j*idgc oi ^hat wilt 

cont^ce to her own ha]>pinefs, I am refolutd/ 

determined Hev^r to interpofe my authority, or 

attem pt ^<$'> ^iti^t' iftr t»* aa> vnbm %e dlC- 



d'Auteroche, ^^^ *w* P t**«k yciii^sraj iirtff^^ 
1y, *?€ arc the fitted to judge -what is good for 
Otff* cWiA'en, ^«^ no^ ^^^ ftflr ril^iilftrv^; 
i*«ftae-ftiotfM :t^:lth«^ abdtit?ir?' ^If you* will* 
fey that Leonora ftall maify hiy fdiiy XS*«illi alfit* 
'fay, that Henri ihall becom<^ her hiifband, and 
he' ihil ifiviti" iMd> theCcflifrtj with ih^cfi an- 
ger, and iboisk^ (lePrity ilpon Ms fon^ ** if yoir 
will i>ut life the fame* Cbmfl^fMcm' dW the ^hi^ 

^ CbrnpniRm; Itiy^ IWfehd: X' wWt hi^r trfei**^* 
i5epl«d*'the Couwt iHi Qilefhe^ " 1 m{k to ft«K 
iny dtii^hlci^hftppy, and *hot mi%aWe, aad YSitf« 
Im^ ^fiten ciify the bfA^cftMice <tf >»ppm^ 
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when Ihe married the rrito of ha* afifefiloiisf: 
aa Hnioa with erre Whom (he ^annet love, ot* 
whom (he looks upon with difgul!, lis the fureft j 
method to render her miferable; add to thi% 
i| J were inclined to t>fe cofnpulfion, it is naw 
no longer in my power* Leonora is my affecs 
tipnate attendant, duHng this ftate of debili^ 
apd iadlfpoiiHoa, and her tender .^di^ities 
have material^ fiileviated the languor, and the 
melancholy infeparable from a fick bed^ and, 
h^ I been inclined toufe compulQon^ I could 
iiiQft now do it without ingratitude to my amiable 

^I^rowxitig.'tfnd diiplayiogl mucH anger in his 
countenance, the Count d^Auterophc remained , 
iilent for a moment : *^ then you determine 
pofitively,*' at length he faid to the Count du 
Quefne, *' Aot to give your Conient," 

•< My confent," repUed the Count du Quefne, 
^ has been long .gpiven, but my daiigt^t^f lefufes 
her approbatiom" 

.*' Pflia,^' faid the Count d'Autcroche, fome-; 
¥fhat haftily, " this is mere triflings either yott; 
H»fl or yon will not." . . , - 

" You feem angry, my friend," faid the 
Gount du Quefne,'** and I coniefs I am:alfo 
vexed, but I (hould be ft ill more vexed ^w'^b 
myfelf, if I endeavoured jto make ute even jI 
4^ fembhnce of compiilfioa iowar^s m^ Le: ^ 
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«ora, in an event wberein hcrliappinrfs fo en^ 
tirely depends upon her own free and unres- 
trained choice." 

" Then ymi pofitivcly fay,»» faid the Coiirit 
d'Autepoche, " that the mairiage iball not take 
place?" 

** If you are determined to have fach an an- 
fwer/' replied the Count du Qwefne, ** I adi 
compdled to fay it cannot tftke place." 

Rifing^ from his chair, with an angry cotra- 
tenance, and pacing the room for a moment 
with hafty fteps/the Connt d'Auterpche rough- 
ly feized the arm of Henri, and coldjy faying^ 
•* good night," quitted the room, 

** Good night, mj friend,* faid the Count 
du Quefne, in a frienidly manner, though much 
hurt by the behaviour of the former. 

The Count d'Auteroche fuUenly repaired to 
the apartment where the Marquis and the reil of 
the party were aflcmblcd^ and there perceived 
his daughter Emilia. 

/* What brought you here?" faid the Count, 
ibmewhat angrily to £miiia, 

** I came, my Lord, to vifit my friend Lady 
liConora," replied Emilia. 
T 
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The Count d*Autcrochc frowned, and i 
fied his intention of departing with. his fon 
daughter; Henri darted at the found of 
word departure, and anxioufly looking ar« 
hoped to hear fome reafon urged again! 
Cecilia turned pale, and the fifier of J 
^oked much difappointed. 

The reafon, however, which Henri il 
for foon appeared : " Excufe me, my L 
faid the Marquis to the Count, ** but I 
your departure, at .this moment, will be at 
ed with con£derabIe danger and inconveni 
and I may add imprudence; it is now 
dark, bei|;;ig late in the evening, and a. vi 
Siotm rages^ at thl^ moment with the u 
jFury." 

Abfoiibed in his own refie^Hons, the ( 
had heeded not the time, nor had he till 
heard of the ftorm ; a loud peal .of thi 
however, and a torrent of rain aifailed his 
and perpeiving it to be late, he was con v 
of the iinpraSibility of departing, and c 
youring todiveft himfclf of a part of his f 
nefs, thanked the Marquis for his politeni^f 
ligniiie^ his intention to remain. 

Quitting the rpoiPt Leonora pow re] 
to her father's apartment, whom (he four 
tbci* petifive, at what had palTed between 
^If and the Count d*Auteroche. He 
plained of ihe har(hnefv of the Count's ma 



THE CASTLB gi§ 

att Which he was much hurt, and Leonora re^ 
doubled her attentions to foothe him to reft.-i-' 
Tenderly embracing her, the Count funk into a 
{lumber, and Leonora returned to the apartmenfi 
fhe had quitted. 

there the prefence of the Count d*Auteroch5 , 
had conliderably damped the mirth of the par* 
ty. Henri fcarcely dared to fpenk, and novir 
and then darting a look at Cecilia, generally 
met the eyes of his father, as he looked arounc^ 
who contemplated liim with a flern frown. 

CeciliSt however, much hurt by his behavi- 
our in the greve, and confidering herfeif eman^ 
cipated from all authority which he might claim 
over her, determined he fhould not triumph 
Over her grief, and difplayed a forced vivacity 
which ferved, in fome meafure, to entertain 
the company, though it conveyed pain to th« 
broad or Henri, who perceived the conftraint, 
and faw with anxious folicitude the tear prepared 
to ftart from her eye, whilfl her countenance to 
lefs intereded obfervers, difplayed only the fmile 
of hilarity. 

Much irritated at the Count's behaviour to- 
wards her father, Leonora, however, forbore to 
cxprefs her anger, out of eftcem for Henri, and 
love for Cecilia, and joined in the converfation 
ilrith a condderable degree of affiimed eafe and 
pleafantry. v 
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A laf^ putAoa of ^mutktneot was derireil 
to the Marquis and his Lady, by contemplatiAg 
the diai!i£tBrs bcfejre them, thiu oddly met toge* 
tfaer, wiiiiftthe Chc«aiier partook of whauevef 
was going forward, and contributed liis ihare to 
the general amufement, and Emilia rejoicing at 
meetinf^ at once with her brother, iier friend 
Leonora, and' her fiill dearer friend Ceddia^ dii'^ 
^yed'aaunrefliaiDed vivacity.. 

, fiecoming now very late, the party feparated 
for the night, and a room being afigxied for 
the Count, at a fmali diflance from that of 
Count du Qire&e^ all retired to dieif refpe^ve 
apartments. 

It may now be proper to account for the un- 
expe6led appearance of the Count d^Avteroche 
in the grove, where Henri was fo warmly pro* 
teiling his love. 

He had juft written to his fon the Iett«r be*, 
fore fpoken of, when he received one from the 
Count du Qucfne, informing him of his indif- 
pofition, and the hofpitable reception he had 
met with at the chateau of Grangencuve, and 
likewife giving his reafons, much in detail, why 
the marriage between Leonora and Henri could 
not take effe^. 

Grieved at the former part of the letter, and 
ftill more grieved, as well as irritated, at the 
latter, the Count d'AuterocHfc immediately de- 
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termiued to take ai journey to the mandon of 
the Marquis la Grangeneuve, and fpeak with 
his friend in perfon, whom he Itill hoped to 
perfuade to agree to the marriage, the confeut 
of Leonora Hot being confidered by him in the 
leaft neceflary, 

Hafting away immediately, with confiderable 
rapidity, fearing the Count du Quefne's indifpo- 
iition might terminate fatally, before he could 
reach him, and taking with him Emilia, the 
Count d^Auteroche at length arrived at an Inn, 
in a fmall town, not far diftant from the Mar- 
quis's chateau, which was the fame where the 
Count, du Quefne had b^en forced to (lop, in con* 
fequenc-e of increafed indifpofition. 

Impatient to fee his friend, the Count ab- 
ruptly left his daughter to take fome refrefh- 
ment, and determining to walk to the Marquis's 
chateau, as the diftance was fhort| hallily pro« 
cecded thither. 

Arriving at the grounds which furrounded the 
chateau, and pafling a grove, a voice ftruck his 
ear, that feemed familiar, and flopping a few 
moments, he foon difcovered it to be the voice 
of his foa, and was conyiiiced the female voice 
was that of Cecilia. 

Surprized at the circumftance, and impelled 
hy curiolity, he drew nearer to the fpot, and 
T a 
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heard the laft words of his 'fon breathing th9 
moft ardent love, which inflanfted the anger of 
the Count, and caufed him to rufli forward 
inro their prefence^ ih the manner before re- 
lated. 

Surprized at her father's abrupt abfeace, 
Emilia remained at the Inn fome time, when 
recollefting that the Count du Quefne was at 
the chateau of la Grangeneuve, near the fpot, 
Ihe concluded he had proceeded thither— 
and remembering at the fame time her friend 
Lady Leonora du Quefne, (lie determined to 
repair thither 5\lfo, for the purpofe of vifiting 
her ; taking a horfe, and ordering one of her 
domeftics to follow her, (he departed towards 
the chateau, and arriving there whilft her fa- 
ther was in the apartment of his friend, was 
moft agreeably furprized to difcover her long 
loft friend Cecilia, whom fhe eagerly and aN 
feftionately embraced, and equally agreeably 
aftoniflied to meet with her brother, when he 
accompanied his father from the apartment of the 
Count du Quefne. 

The fuUen addrefs of her father, and his de- 
termination to depart, fomewhat clouded her 
joy, but her vivacity returned with em^reafed 
force, when flie found they were tp remain 
there for the evening ; and fhe retired to reO, 
Ifecretly wifliing their flay might be (^onfidcrably 
protrafted. 
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Fulfilment gratified her wi(b, but in a manner 
wholly unexpe^ed. 



CHAPTER XX. 



IVloRNlNG arrived, and all the party met 
at brcakfaft, except the Chevalier and Henri 
d'Aiitcroche, whofe father impatiently fignified 
his 'determination to depart as foon as breakfeft 
was finifhed. 

Having waited for fome time, "furely/' faid 
Leonora, *' the two gentlemen are fleeping fo» 
a wager, to fee which can deep longeft.*' 

Cecilia looked grave, as well as the Marchi- 
onefs ; Emilia fmiled at the obfervation of Leo- 
nora, whilft the Count exprefled a fretful impa- 
tience, and the 'Marq^iis, at length, to fatisfy the 
Count, faid he would go and awake them. 

Soon returning, the Marquis faid, *^ I prefume 
they are gone out together to take a walk, for theyi 
are liot in their apartments.'* . 
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Sufpicious in bis temper^ the Count haftily can* 
eluded it was fome trick to compel him to a 
loBger flay, and immediately rufiied out of the 
room to feek his Ton. 

** I am afloniflied," faid the Marquis, ** they 
Aould keep us waiting fo long." 

** Perhaps, my Lord,"^ faid Leonora, " the 
finenefs of the morniog has tempted them to go 
farther than they intended.'* 

The Count again entered the room, with much 
difappointment and anger pourtayed in his coun- 
tenance. ** Well, my Lord," faid Emilia, ** have 
you found Henri?" 

" No," replied the Count pee vifhly "^this, i» 
fome curfed trick of his, but I will remembec 
him for it," 

« Well,*' faid the Marqui^ "as they walk 
for their own pleafure, 1 think we may go to 
breakfafl for ours, without waiting any longer for 
them." 

This being unanimoufly agreed to, the breakfafl 
was attacked and finiihed, but the abfentees 
did not appear. Some hours palTed away after- 
wards, and furprifc at length began to give way 
to an indefinite terror, more parricul»ly in the 
minds of the Marchioiiefs, of Cecilia, and Emilia^ 
whilft the Count paciid the apartment and pro* 
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oeeded from one room to another, a prey to the 
lyioft fretful anxiety and impaiience. 

Much aiionifhed at their long abfence, tke- 
Maij%uis at length font fome of his domeftic* 
different ways in fearch of thera, but all return- 
ed without the leaft intelligence concerning 
them. »» 

Still more amazed, the Marquis, accompa«- 
»ied by the Marchionefs and Cecilia, repaired 
to the apartments where they had (lept. Botb 
the beds appeared to hav« been ilept in, and^ 
from every appearance, they had drefled them- 
ielvcs, and afterwards quitted their refpe£live 
rooms. Several articles of heavy furniture were 
placed again& the private door in the Cheva« 
Uer's apartment, which evidently ihewed they 
60uld not have departed that way. 

Perplexed, and fomewhat agitated, all three 
defcended again to the apartment they had pro- 
ceeded from, where fat the Count in a fullen 
mood, and Emilia, endeavoring to diflipate his 
chagrin by her ailiduities, whilfl Leonora had 
Kpaired to the apartment of tier father. 

They remained looking at each other, and 
now and then fpeaking a few words, until the 
hour of dinner arrived, when the general anx- 
iety was conHderably encreafed, ^as well as the 
fretful impatience of the Count. 
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Unhappy at obferving the demeanor of the 
latter, and the penfive countenance of CecUiai 
the Marquis endeavored to do away any ioi- 
preffion of terror^ " There can be ho doubt of 
their fafety/' faid he, ^' though their condud is 
tcrtainly very fbrange." 

The Count, however, fcarcelj took any no- 
tice of thofe around him, whill^i as night ap- 
proached^ the Marquis himfelf began to expe- 
rience a coniiderable portion of alarm, particu- ^ 
iarly as he had no means by which he could 
gain any information of their route. 

Unable, however, to obtain the leaft intelli- 
gence, they were obliged to retire for the night, 
ignorant of the courfc which the Chevalier and 
Henri had taken, or the motive which induced 
them to depart, and under much anxiety concern- 
ing their abfence. 

Repairing penfively to her apartment, Cecilia 
could not refrain from tears : ** O, my Leonora,*' 
faid (he, ** 1 fear Henri has met with fome fatal 
accident, or furely he would not flay, thus : 
perhaps he has been murdered, or carried away a 
prifouer, by thofe villains who attacked us fo 
rudely upon the fea ftiore." 

" Do not alarm yourfelf, my dear Cecilia,'* 
faid Leonora, " it is, very likely, a frolic of 
theirs, and, perhaps, they will laugh at us wht;^ 
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Acy return, for ouf fears and our terrors con- 
.cerning them." 



C( 



1 hope it IS fo, but the mofr dreadful fore- 
bodings croud upon my mind.*' 

" Pay no attention to them, Cecilia, we (hall 
fee them ag^, I dare fay." 

—Not capable, however, of diveftiog herfelf 
of her fears, Ihe could not enjoy any comforta- 
ble reft, and frequently awoke from her broken 
ilumbers in the utmoft 'terror and agitation ; 
now imagining (be fiaw the bleeding corpfe oiF 
Henri lying before her, and then fancying (he 
faw him horribly tormented by ruffians rejoicing 
in his tortures. 

Morning again arrived, and no tidings of the 
Chevalier or Henri. The Count became almoft 
frantic,^ whilft Cecilia and the fitter of Henri 
could not reftrain their tears, and were joined 
by the Marchionefs, who now wept the fuppof- 
jed lofs of a beloved brother. Leonora was equal- 
ly affected, and the Marquis was immerfed in the 
jnoft gloomy melancholy. 

A fervant entering the room, immediately 

advanced to the Marquis, and whifpered in his 

ear : *' A gentleman, my Lord, wiihes to fpeak 

Jo your Lordfhip upon bufinels of the utmoft im? 

portance." 
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** Who is he?" fiud the Marquis, with fome 
furprife. 

** A gentleman well knoWn to your iordfhip ; 
he wiflKs particularly to talk wvii you a fhort 
time, my Lord.** 

Quitting the rootti, the Marquis immediate^ 
followed the fervant; " Were is he ?" faid the 
Marquis. 

" My Lord," faid the fervant, "it is the Che-r 
valicr who wiilies to fpeak to your Lord (hip, ^nd 
he is in his fleeping room.*' 

"The Chevalier," faid the Marquis, much 
aftonifhed, " Good God, what is the reafon of 
this ? Has any accident happened to the Count 
• Henri d'Autereche?*^ 

** The Count Henri, my Lord, is ^ith the 
Chevalier.' 

"Still more ftrange," faid' the Marquis, as * 
he afcended the Hairs. 

Arriving, at length, at the apartment which 
the Chevalier had ma;de hrs lleeping room, and 
opening the door, he difcovered the Chevalier 
and Henri dreffed, and fitting on each fide of a 
fmall table, with much ferioufnefs and aftxiety in 
their, looks. 
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** Brother," faid the Chevalkr, as foon as 
thb Marquis .entered the apartment, ** I have 
fent for you upon a bufinefs of the utmofl im- 
portance to yourfelf, in which land the Count 
Henri d^Auteroc^e h^ve become accidently im. 
plicated;"^' 

Much al!oRi{hed,4he Marquis eagerly .enquifiei! 
the jiature of the buiinefs. 

« rl muft begin," fajd the Chevalier, « with 
feme of my own refle<aions, previous .to the 
night before the laft. Having obfervcd tliat the 
, ibange noife whiqh you had heard returned at 
re^^^r periods, except ancp, when I faw that 
ftrange apparition, or, if you pleafe, dreamt 
it, I had a fwt of indefinite fufpicion of ibnac 
Xecret paflages in this chateau, of which we 
were not aware, haviiig a communication with- 
out the houfe, which the fight of that doorim 
the fubtertaoeaix^cavern in fome meiajTure firength- 
ened. ' i» 

" This being blocked up, and the night be- 
fore lail, being that on which according to the 
periods I had remark^, a return of the Roife 
was to be expected, I determined to fie up for 
the purpofe of Hftening and watching, to dif- 
cover, if pof&ble, the caufe of fo iirange a cir* 
cumflance. . 

f[ I could not help feeling fome flight degree of 
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terror at the cohtemplatioh of ' the office 
undertaken, and en]g|aged Count Henri d 
roche to be my companion. 

'^ Repairing to our apartments fomewhs 
in a hurry of fpirits^ after feverai hourg' c 
iation during the evening, we both forgot t 
gagement we had made, and went to 
ufual, I had not, however, been long 
before*! thought I heard a noiie Wow 
infbintly recolle^ag my determination, I 
cd myfelf, and' going into Count Henri's 
ber, fouifd jiim alieep. Having awok 
;and rehiinded him of the appointment,: 
mediately arofe, and likewife drefling hinafi 
both took out feats near the private door, i 
Sng from before it all the heavy furniture 
formerly placed ajdnft it. 

«♦ W6 both thou^t for a fliort time we 1 
noife below, and lulenad very attentivel) 
whatever it was it fopn ceafed, and we hear 
more. We were ftill liftening, wlien the 
door fuddenly opened ; and before we coul 
0\lrf words, the figure of a man darted aa 
chamber, and pufhing againft a part pf thi 
jpimediately difa|>pcared, 

♦* Surprifc and terror for fome momei 
prived us of recoUeflion. Becpvering 
however, atid perceiving the door ta Se 
jOnut a^ before, I immediately, with the afi 
ipf Henri, placed againft it the heavy fu; 



THI CASTtE. 23t 

1 had before removed, to prevent if poffibte 
f be ^emiy cf^ny - perfo^ ^y ^furptifc t apd we 
then .bfgan ta* .confider ' yie dftiimftincts at^ 
teirdant ^op the appcarai^cd'' W^"lia<t Jtiu vrit- 
aeflcd. . ' *. ^^ ^ ' '• ;''^ 

/-■ ■ • :-.".;'f.„ . ; 

" Both were thofotighly cohtint^d that the 
figure of a man had, crolTed the chamber, and 
tbe Cp^^t Henri was^.qf ^Qpuiion it had .vail- 
ed ; I, howev^*, wag jiot inclfhed to believe it 
a fapernaturaK being ; . a'n^ havjnp' ibl^arly ob^l 
• ferved ■■. the figilre py ]0^ ai^ihfl a , part of thd 
wall and immediaterx dilappekr] i began 16 
iirfpe<fl there was a '<J6or W^ing to fynit fecret 
paffage, and began to piifli agalpft the' wall, 1a& 
near as I could^uelrs, about the ' fp6^t whei'e the 
figure had difappeared. .^i- .. . ,j 

•* Pufhing with fom.e force/ a p^rt of the wajl 
at length gave; W^yV and feizin^j'a liAt frdin 
the hand o? Henri, I looked in to/ the pjiening^ 
and perceived what might be caltdd ii narrow 
paffage,. but which, had I not fecrt the ipptit^^ 
;ance we had juil obferved, I fhould have con- 
cluded to have been merely a hollow partitionj 
and the opening a defeft in the' wall.' 
'^ •■»'.'■ - , ' 

" Stepping into the paflagc, where there w^ 
only room fufficieht for on^ pcrfon to ftahd 
jir. walk,^ with a lamp iii one hand and my fworA 
Idrawn in the other, and followed by CotJrit 
jHenri in like manner, what may now be c»lki 
fl door immediately clofcd of itfejf. ^ ^' 
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*• Exammine it on the oth#r fi^ie, wc pcr^ 
cdved a fortofftapte^ by taking hold of which 
th« door ihtght be' pulled open. SatMed with 
refpe^ to tbis^we now debated which way we 
flftould proceed^ the pa0age continuing on each 
fide. 

. • Advancing >. tittle on each Hand, towardi 
•nc end we perceived a flight of ftairs^ and 
inunedialery determined to alccnd them. Hav- 
ing Veached'the top, we proceeded forward 
through a pumber of paflh^es, and carefully 
examined the w^ll as we walked along, to d'lU 
cover, if we could,, any door leading to anq^ 
ther apartment. 

•* Uaabfe. however, to perceive any,^ we 
began to deipair of fuccefs, and almofl per- 
fuaded ourfelves it was really an apparition we 
iiad feen. . At kngth we met with a few. fteps 
in a paflbge, ancT defcending them, ftilJ care^* 
fiilly examining the waM ; I, who was foremoft, 
diicovcred a ftaple, fimii^r to that belonging to 
the door wc had jufl before obferved. 

** Stopping at thi3 fpot,, we lidened with 
fome terpidation, ^nd olainly heard voices in 
earneft iconverlation. We were now fomewhat 
alarmed foir our iafety. Liflening, however, 
ftin more attentively, S could only difcover two 
voices talking j and taking my refolution, I 
pulled Qpen ' with* confiderable Tiolem:e what 
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ti^as in reality a door, and followed by Count 
H^nri, ruflied forward. 

" A loud cry now aflailed my ear ; and I faw 
Handing before me in the attitude of furprize 
and terror, two me». 

.** In that place we ftaid the remainder of the 
might, and the whole of yefterday, and likewife 
a part of laft night ; defcending latfe to our 
chambers, where having obtained fome fleep, I 
determined to fend f«r you." 

Having liftened to the narrative of the Che- 
Valier with cpnfiderable attentijin and mucli fur- 
prife ;— ** But you have ftateS nothing,'' faid 
the Marquis, " that is of importance to me per- 
fonally, except the circumftance of two mea 
being concealed i» the houfe without my know* 
fcdge." 

" There h a fecret to be told," replied the 
Chevalier, ** of the higheft importance tcryour- 
•felf, but you muft learrv it from them whom I 
pledged myfelf you Ihoold vifit^ your fafety I 
will undertake to guarantee." 
■ 1 ' ■ * ■ • 

•fuming pafcy and pauHng a fconCderable 
time, "but wjio are thefe men, brother ? " laid 
Ihe Marquili 

'•%■.'■' , 

•* That I have fwof n, as well as CouM Henri,'* 
- . V » 



I 



234 SPIRIT oy 

repHed the Chevalier, '^-not to inform you; bat 
jou may reft alTureil of your fafety, particularly^ 
^ they are your prifoners, and have no nisans of 
efcape put of this place/' 

Again paufing for fome time the Marquis ali 
length confented' to accompany the Chevalkr 
^d H^nri. 



CHAPTER XXR 



1 WILL feait the way/* laid the GHcvallcry 
•• and Count Henri (hall follow you," and im- 
mediately taking his lamp,< which was yet bum- 
ing, he advanced to the wall, and pufhing 
;again(f tne fecre^door, opened" it; and flepped^ 
into the paiTage: calkng to* (he Marquis and 
Henri to ftop, the Chevalier ftut again, the: 
door in 'order to take his (lation in the paf^ 
ftge^ which he could' not otherwife* dix, as the 
4oor bbcked up thai put along wiiick he focanl 
|o proceed 
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The Marquis having entered the paflage la 
the fame manner, and laftly Henri, the Cheva- 
lier proceeded to afcend fereral Hairs, and along: 
various pafTages, until flopping at a part of the 
wall, the Chevalier opened another fecretdoor, 
and the Marquis and Henri followed him. into st 
large apartment. 

** Why, they are not here V (aid the Chcva- 
fier, (bring wildly around the room* 

The Marquis viewed the apartment with con- 
iiderable trepidation; there w^s a little furni- 
ture^and in one corner a bed : the ceiling wa* 
very low. " What room is this ?" faid the Mar- 
quis, much furprifed. **I never faw or heard; 
of it in my life before.'* 

" Nay, I do not ftnow,'^ fafd the Chevalier^ 
with fomc terror in his countenance: "but 
where .are thefe men T' 

" Had" they not the mearts of cfcaping,'* faid' 
the Marquisy ** by the door through which we 
entered?" 

** No,**^ replied the Chevalfer ; " I difcovered 
a fecret faftening, and fecured the door without^ 
and it could,^ therefore, afford them no mean» 
of cfcape." 

*^ No,'* faid Henrf, confidierably alarmed ;; 
•*they could not efeape by that means.** 
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** Good God! ihisisrrry ftrange.!*^ %dthe 
Marquis* , 

All were now under the inffuence oPaftohifh^ 
ment and terror ! no other door was to be per- 
ceived ! The Chevalier, however, affiduoiifly 
examined each fide of the roorn, and tried every 
partof it, to difcover if poffible, any other fe- 
cret dqor. 

At length a part of the wall' gave way, and 
another paflage was difcovered. " They cannot 
efcape out of the houfc," faid the Chevalier; 
•* we muft purfec them through all the paflTa'ges;*' 
and immediately proceeded forward. Th# Mar-^ 
^uiS) \irith much trepidation, followed, and like' 
wife Henri. . ' 

The only exit from (he pa(%e they ^wcrt* 
BOW in appeared to be by fome flair^, and af^ 
tending. tbe(e, anotKer fecret door" was di^o- 
vered, on opening* which, the Mar<^uis p'cr- 
c#;ived they were in the fame apartment wherein ; 
he had been ftrucjk with terror at fuddenly and j 
uncxpeftedly feeing the portrait of his uncFe'sif 
dcccafed fon, and clofcly adjoining that where" 
he had, with equal terror, . perceived, in thi 
fame unexpeftcd manner, the portrait of hi|f 
uncle* 

Starting at finding himfelF in this apartme 
he remained fome tinae in the attitude of de 
thoujjity when fuddenly one of the doors 
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cd, and the figure of a man appeared as if walk- 
ing into the room, buMmmediately (hutting it 
in hafte, difappcared. 

** Stay, ftty,'* faid the Chevah'er, and Was 
proceeding to the door, when the Marquis, ut- 
tering a loud cry of terror, fell fenfelefs upon 
the floor. , 

Alarmed by tlus • unexpe^ed Incident, the 
Chevalier ftaid ia the room, and, in unifon 
with Henrf, made feveral efforts to recover theil^ 
compaui^n. 

All, however, were inefTeftual, and they had 
determined to convey him to the apartment of 
Ae Chevalier, and call afliftance, \yhen the 
Marquis fuddenly opened his eyes, and after 
looking wildly around him for (ome time, and 
alternately at the Chevalier and Henri,-7- 

** Oj my brother," faid the Marquis, " that 
vpas really an apparition/' 

" Impoffible !" replied the Chevalier. 

** Not a doubt of it," faid the Marquis, " it 
is the apparition of a man who has beei\ dead, 
ulas I for tiwuiy years paft*-' 

• ** You muft be under a miftake, furely bro»» 
thcr/* replied the Che*ralier, 
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** No," replied the Marquis with a deep figh, 
•f thofc were his bones^you fa# in tli^rcavefar 
beneath, where not many tJays ago we attempted 
to explore thofe fubteiranean apanments. 

Shuddering, the Chevalier and Henri con- 
templated the Marqms with much attention^' 
wbilft his countenance exhibited every mark of 
horror. 

*• You had better defcend again to your apart- 
ipcnt,'* faid the ChevalFcr to the Marquii/ "\ 

Appearing very much indifpofed, th^ Mar- 
quis faintly gave his alTenty and the Chevalief^ 
lending him his arm, conduced him towards the 
ftaircafe, Henri fignifying his determination tb 
remain, 'which the Chevalier applauding, faiS 
^e would return inflantly. * ' • ^ 

Leading the Marquis* to the bottom of the 
flairs in the firft ftory, the latter declar^ him- 
felf very ill, and determined to retire td'his fleep. 
ing chamber; to this the Chevalier likfcwife 
tondu6led him,. arid .a dpmeflic bein^ fummon- 
rd, the Chevaliet immediately afcended" with 
tfafle -to the apartment wl^ere ^Henri remained 
imdifturbcd. " ' ' ' ' " ' ^ 

The feryant, who had b^en ordered to attenJT 
the Marquis, was difpatched by the latter to 
requeft the Marchionefe to "repair td'the^par^ 
men:. • • ' ■ '^ '• 
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In the mean time the Count (WAutcroche 
.^coming very impatient at the continued and 
junaccountable abfence of his fon, and the Mar- 
chionefs being much furpfifed a^ the long (lay 
of iier hufband, the fervant whom they had ob- 
ferved whifpe^ the Marquis, in confequence of 
which tlie latter quitted the roo|ta, was imme- 
diately fent for. 

" Where is his Lordftilp gone?" faid the Mar* 
c hionefs, fomewhat impatiently. 

" To the Chev^Uer*^ apartment, my Lady." 

" Who was iQ, the apartment ? ** faid the Count 
fcaftily, 

" The Chevalier and your fon, my Lord." 

Immediately ftarting up,* the Cobht .proceed- 
icd forward, for the purpofe of repairing to the 
Chevalier^? chamber. RecoIle<fting himfeif, how* 
ever, he called.back the domeftic, -who was juft 
quitting the xoom. 

*' I will thank you," faid the Count, " to go 
again to the Chevalier's apartment, aiid inform 
^ly fon I want him immWiately." 

Soon returning, the fervant addreffing himfelf 
to thj5 Count; '^ There is nobody thpre, my 
JLojdTnow.". 
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Rifing^again in aniger, the Count deterrpined 
to proceed himfelf to the apartment ; and tlje 
Marchionei^, jnuch furprifed, and anxious to 
knoAi^* the reafoii of fuch myfterious condud, 
precipitately followed ; "whilft Cecilia, equally 
/ciyjious'and uneafy concerning Henri, decided 
to repair thither likewife ; Leonora was in her 
fabler's apartment; but EmiHa followed the par- 
ly, partaking, in a great meafute^ of the genend 
^in^Kiety acbd curiofity. 

All arriving in the Chevalier's apartment, they 
found, in truth, no one there ; and, not being 
in the fecret^ could not form any couje(%ure 
concerning theif departure. 

Extremely impatient, the Count exprefled a de- 
termination to afcend to the upper apartments, in 
fearchof his fon; but the Marchionefs, who feemr 
4cd now rowch einbarrafled, with fome difficulty 
dilTuaaed liim from it, and he at length fullenly 
confented to return with the ladies ^ the apart- 
Uient they kad quitted. ^ 

^ They had juft returned, when the domeftic 
difpatched by the Marquis entered the room^ 
Sind fpeaking in a low tone of voice to the ^ 
Marchionefs, the lat^r changed colour and im? 
mediately rifing^ h^ftily quitted the room, 

, ^ Pacing the apartment with the utmofl impa- 
tience^' the Count exprefled his anger i«i vcne- 
{nent language^ ^nd frequently aiTerted his be* 



Jief, tM he was the dupe of fome trick, ia 
;^hich the Marquis l^ad a principal fhare, till at 
length fwearing he would fearch every apart* 
xnent in the houfe, he quitted ithe room in a pa*> 
roxydaioi p;iffion> 

Xhe two friends, Cecilia and Emilia, who 
were now left together, were much alarmed fiy 
his vehement anger, and, at the fame time, 
under the influence of a cpnfidcF^ble portioa of 
^xitty concerning .Henrl^ 

The mydery which feemed to thicken around 
them, added to iheir terrors, by creating an in- 
definite fear, and Cecilia involuntarily ihect 
iears,. in jvliich ih^ was accompanied by her 
friend, who loved her brother wlthmijach ^t^m 
tion. 

Rearing fpme pne run towards the door in a 
hurried manner, they liftened attentively, every 
found being now in fome meafure an objed of 
fear, when the door was haflily opened, and 
the Coynt precipitately entered the room^ The 
fiery glow of apger in his countenance wa^ 
changed to the palhd hue of terror, and fhutting 
the door with much trepidation, he trembled, 
and fegmed in the utmofl affright. . 

Much alarmed, ^Cecilia and his daughter 
hailily advanced towards htm, and, the former 
feizing his hand, tenderly enquired if he was i^L 
I.x>okijig wildly around him for fome time, the ^ 
W 
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Coimt ar length tirclaimefl : ** What a ftfange 
my^eriorus houfcthis is, 1 vnikl had nereren* 
tcrea ft.*' 

The fervor of his exclama^n, and -the wHd<.> 
siels of his manner, increafed the terror of the 
ladies, and his danghtei*; iivlih tnueh aimdus fearp 
'a!(kedif any accident hafd happened/ 

^ I teve feen," repfied the (>wnt, paufmg ^ 
moment, ^ I have feen a -nioft dneadftil apparif 
lion.'' 

^ Loolcmg at each other, ahd at thie CotiiA, 
with paje and affrighted totintenances, Cecilia 
and his daughter w^e equally ^nder th^ iu^^eixc; 
pf ttitor» 

Somewhat, however, recovering, the Count 
^:at length fkt down, and i^efh^fned fifently mtifing 
''a cdnfiderable time, whilft his daughter and (hj 
'l^iHaasfiltntly cbnteixiplkted Uxl^. "^ 

Thfc dobr was again opened, and the Counf. 
^ jfbrting, fooked fearfully towards it. 

A ftrvant, how^v^, entered, and reijuefied 
to know whctheir the Count wcMd Imve ximner 
fervcd up, 

•♦ Dinner,^ faid the Count, ** why whereif 

^ Marquis ?*^ ". 



^* In Hs chamber, my Lord,'"* replkd the fcN 
vaou 

■> 
** And where is the Marchioricf* ?'* 

V WUh the Manjuis, my Lord."* 

" This is very ftrange," faid the CidUnt,, " U 
will go to them." * ^ 

** My Lord,'* faid the fervant, ** the Mar-* 
chionefs mil not admit any one into the apart* 
ment : will your Loidfiiip chuie to have- dio<< 
ner?" 

" Yes, ye^,'* replied the Count, muttfiriflg ton 
him/eif. 

The anxiety of Cecilia was now confiderably 
incieafed, atid under much alarm Ihe Quitted the 
apartmentfi and haftil^ repaired to the Marquis's^ 
chamber^ • 

Knocking at the door, it was foon opened by 
the Marchlonefs^ who wpi in tears. 

" My dear Cecilia," feid the latter^ **you 
may come in, but 1 will not admtt any one 
elfe." 

Somewhat furprized and alarmed, Cecilia 
filently entered the chamber, whilft the Mar- 
chionefs casefiiliy (hut the door. The Marquis, 
who wa& in bed,, raifed himfeif up a little, and 
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feeing Cecilia, fiiintly fmilcd ; whilll the latter 
ccntemplated his pallid countenance and funken 
«ye with no frnall (hare of grief and concern. 

«* Cecilia," faid the Marchionefs, *« the Mar- 
. quYS will infill he has feen an apparition ; biit 
/ you nauft be convinced," continued the Mar- 
chionefs, winking at Cecilia, ** as well as myfelf 
iS the impoffibility of fuch a circumftance^ my 
Lord rouft have been dreaming." 

^ " Yes, Madam," replied Cecilia, *^ I thhik 
ilmuit have been a deception.^ 

Sighing heavily, the Marquis fai^, ** I am too 
well convinced, that what 1 faw was not a de- 
ception ; and I fear, 1 (hall never recover from 
the cfFedt of the fliock I have experienced." 

•* Pray, my dear Lord,'^ faid the Itf archionefs, 
fcarcejy able to conceal her tears, ^* da not in- 
dulge in fuch melancholy apprehenfions ; you 
will foon be better, I dare fay." 

Again fighing, the Marquis fhoak his head, 
as if defpairing of recovery, and directing a 
fi^guid look at the Marchionefs, (lie was forced 
to turn away her face to hide the tears that now 
flowed, in fpite of every attempt to conceal 
them. ' 

Highly afFe^ed by the fcene before her, 
Cecilia was forced Ukcwifc to avert her face for 



THE CAaXLK^ 245 

the piitpofe of concealiR^ her tears; Extreme 
iiidifpofition was but too evidently pourtrayed ia 
the countenance of the Marquis, lut the caufe ^ 
of it remained ftill unexplained; the Mar* 
chioneis having only generally faid he had fan* 
cied he faw an apparition^ but the Jiature-of it 
had not been related. 

Unwilling, however, to make any enquiry^ 
^ tvhich would evidently only tend in the prefent 
moment to embarrafs and perplex, whilftitin- 
creafed the grief of the Marchionefs, and the 
indifpoiition of the Marquis, pecilia fat near the 
Marchionefs at the fide of the bed, filently 
iMfatching the Marquis, w4)0 feemed to becon^ 
rather worfe. 

Tenderly taking the hand of Cecilia,*' " my 
dear Cecilia faid the Marchionefs, " do not 
jnention this to any tme ; b«rt I am wrong to 
ca»ition you, for I am furc you will not.'* 

*' I certainly will not, my dear Madam,^' re- 
plied Cecilia, " but I think^ faid ihe, whifper- 
ing^ medical affiftance ought to be procured for 
the Marquis, lie feems very much indifpofed." 

" I am afraid fo,*' faid the Marchionefs figh* 
• Jng, and in the fame low tone. 

Offering to obtain the neceifary afBftance, * 
which the Marchionefs thankfully accepted^ 
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CecHia immediatcfy quitted the room, and 
luckily met with the phyfician who attended the 
C^ount du Que^iey departing iirom the chamber 
of his patient. 

Introducing him into the apartment of the^ 
Marquis, whom the Marchionefs had prevailed 
upon to confent to have medical advice, the 
phyfician examined the condition of his new 
patient ; and, after much confideratlon, declared 
his inability to point out the difeafe which prey- 
ed upon the Marquis, but held fofth confideral^e 
Jiope of his recovery. Shaking his head, how. 
ever, ac Cecilia accompanied him out, he con* 
fefled he thought there was much danger. 



CHAPTER XXil. 



XT IS now time to return to the Chevalier and 
Henri, and themyfterious eircumftances in which 
diey have appeared to be enveloped. 

The manner of the fuppofed gho(l*s crofEng 
Jjie K)om, where fat the ChcvaUcr and Henrl^ 
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and of their difcovcring the fccret paflage, and 
proceeding along it to the concealed roomi has 
been before related. 

Having /uddenly pufhcd open the fecret door- 
that led immediately into the concealed apart- 
ment, the Chevalier was in reality, much afton* 
iftied and confiderably terrified in* fpite of his 
courage, at perceiving before him the figure of 
the man who had been his companion in da ve- 
ry, and whom he would have pofitively fworn 
had perillied by fliipwreck. 

Equally aftonifhed, and fomewhat under the 
influence of terror, Henri Itood fixed to the fpot 
whereon he flood, whilft the Chevalier remained 
rootionlefs, and had nearly dropped the fword he 
had before firmly grafped. 

The figure who had thus inf^ired the Che* 
valier with, amazement and terror, appeared to 
be equally under their influence ; and having 
flarted up at the firft abrupt entrance of the 
Chevalier and Henri, and haftiiy grafped his 
fword, now flood alfo motionlefs, contemplating 
Apparently, with much ailonifhment, and fome 
portion of fear, the Chevalier who ftood before 
him. 

Another figure, whom the Chevalier had fcarce- 
ly noticed, was in the room ; and having alfo 
Itarted up and feized a fword at the fudden en- 
trance of the Chevalier and Henri, now remain* 
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td ia the attitude of defence, fileiitljr c6nteiii« 
plating the unexpeded vifitors. 

The filence was at length broken by the Che, 
v^ier, who faid in a fatfitering voicC| ** Do 1 
behold my companion in da very, and the affiflant 
of my eicape ^^ Do I really bekold the man whom 
1 thought was ^ipwrecked upon the coaft of Ita« 
lyt or is it in tKuth his apparition?" 

•* You do really behold him,'* faid the per* 
fon advancing towards the Chevalier, who met 
his embrace. 

The attention of the other perfonage in the 
room, as \Vell as of Hcni-i, was now turned to- 
wards the Chevalier, and his former companion : 
•* under what ftrangc and incomprehenfible cir- 
cumftanccs d6 1 meet you fo unexpefledly ?" 
faid the Chevalier. 

*' You do," replied the other, looking with 
^ome anxiety towards the f(8cret door, at which 
the Chevalier and Henri had entered," " but 
are we betrayed ?" faid he. 

** As to your being betrayed," replied tke 
ChevaKer, " 1 cannot anfwer concerning it, but 
this 1 can certainly inform you, that no one in 
the ho^ife, to my knowledge, is acquaftited with 
this place, or the paHages leading to it except 
myfelf, and Count Henri d^Autcroche, who fl«i* 
tered with me/* 
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Scats were now placed for the Chevalier and 
Henri, the former making a motion to fheathc 
his fword, was foMowed by the rt0^ and fome 
degree of confidence took place. 

Both the Count's former companion andjiijr 
affociate feemed ftill however, feme what undef 
the influence of anxiety: "will you pafs youf 
word, Chevalier," faid the former, " that wc 
are not to your knowledge betrayed ?'* , 

** Upon ray honor you are not,** replied the 
Chevalier. 

** Nor do I know," faid Henri fpontaneoufly, 
** of any one's being acquainted with this place 
befide ourfclvcs." 

** Enough," faid the other, and addreiQne 
himfelf to the Chevalier^, ** my furprife," faid 
he, ** at feeing you fo unexpectedly, could not 
be exceeded by your's at thus meeting with me, 
but I fliould rejoice to know by what miracle you 
was prefer ved." 

** I ?m equally anxious," . replied the Che- 
valier, ** to know by what providential circum- 
flance you was preferved ; however, I will not 
hefitate to gratity your wifK." He then related 
the manner in which he efcaped at the time of 
the fbipwreck. 

Having concluded, " I will now inform you, 
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my dear Chev&lier," faid. bis former compa&imii 
**' of the means by which: my life was unexpect- 
edly preferved ; feeing no hope of efeape by 
the boars, which had all filled and funk^ and 
being an expert fwimmer, I detctnained to. 
plunge into the ocean^ and 'make a lad effort to 
prcferve my Lfe, hoping I nrught be able to 
meet with feme vcffel^ and at length, reach my^^ 
native ihorc. 

" In ^urfuance of this determination, t 
jomped from the deck jufl at the moment the 
Hup was dailied to pieces upon the rock,, and 
as I imagined was accompanied by you. For^ 
tunately meeting; with a. iar^ plank,; I gained 
a '£rm feat upon it,, and buffeted with tlM bil- 
lows for a confiderable time, when at length 
the day began to dawn, and the ftorm had en- 
tii;ejy ceaied^ . 

** Nearly exhauAcd by my exertions, faint 
and weary, I was almofl tempted to yield my- 
Xtr'lf a willing victim to death. Hope^ howe* 
ver, llill prefefved her empire orer myanind,. 
and making a defperatc effort, I at laft efpied a 
veflH «t a. contiderabie diilaoce ; after many at* 
tempts to gain tlyir atlcntion^ I at length fuc- 
ceeded, aud the vefTel foon afterwards arriving 
at the fpot where I 'was, the crew hauled me 
on board juft alive, but nearly incapable of mak- 
ing any effort to help myfelf* 

'" The benevolent attention, however, of the 
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' Captain and crew, in the courfe of a fliort time, 
luid the defired cffe^, and my health became re- 
ilorecl. The veflcl was bound for France, and 
lifter a fliort nnd prof^erous Voyage, I o^ice pnorfj 
fet my foot vpon my native land.'' 

** I Tcjoice," fatidthi* Chevalier, " in your pro* 
vidc'ntial deliverance, but by what means, and 
for what purpofe, are you in this ftrange and 
vnacceiintable fit\iation f " 

Paufiog for fome time, whilft a general filence 
^nfued, and the Chevalier contemplated the two 
p^rfonages with enquiring looks; a reply was at 
length made to ^h'e Chevalier, by the pcrfon be 
had before been talking with, 

•* I will anfwer yoiir queftibn," Md the lat- 
ter, " if you, as well as the young Count, wiU 
fweatr t« prefer ve it an inviolable fecret, unlefs 
I, or my (Companion, give you permiffion if 

Htfititin^ a ftttle, the Chevalier at length 
iaid ; " I will fwear,". in which he was joined 
by.Henri, and both (laving folemnly fworn to 
>eep the fecret, th'c pcrfon who had "before fpo» 
l^en'proceef^ed. 

"It is neccflkry to inform you," faid he, **1|i 
"j^hc firft place, that the late Marouis la Grange- 
neuve had an only fon, and likcwife one ne- 
phew; whomi (his father having died in hif 
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infancy) the Marquis educated in his own hou&i 
as a younger fon ^ I Jived as a domeftic with 
the Marquis, and \ras appointed tp attend upon 
his fon. 1 believe if never infqrmed you of njy 
name ? It is Hubert. 

" The Marquis's fon and nephew, who were 
nearly of the f^me age, lived very harmoniouT- 
1^ together, and wjth the Marqui^, until they 
were both nearly of age ; when the fon fell In 
love with a young lady, the daughter of an of- 
iicer^ who lived in \he neighbourhood, poiTefled 
of much beauty and iDany accomplidiments, byt 
little or no fortui^e. The young Marquis courted 
her h^nd, and ventured to aftL his father's confent 
Ito the marriage. 

*^ Having, I fuppofe, foitic beirefs in view 
for his fon, the father Hew into a violent paflion, 
and ftriAly forbid his fo;j froijvTeeing the young 
lady any more. Unable, ^vj^cver, to conquer 
liis love, the young Marquis gained interviews \^y 
fleaith, with the objed of his affe<^ions, and at 
Jength prev4led upoujierio confent tea private 
tnarriage, 

.^* Introducing his bride to his father, and im- 
ploring his Yorgivenefs, the Marquis ilew ii\fo 
a ftill more terrible paiiion, and fpuming them 
from his prefence, (lamped and raved about the 
houfe like a madman. I was very much attach- 
ed to the young Marquis, whom I ferved, and 
who wa;>in tru&avery amiable man; andh^v- 
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)ng accompanied huni with his bride, to k plact 
of fafety, 1 returned tq fetch away fome of his 
cloaths, and other things, as I was well convinc- 
ed, knowing the rigid and tyrancical temper of 
the Marquis, that he would not fee his fon again, 
at leaft for fcoie time. .. 

^ Paffing one of tjfie apartments !n this 
houfe, where the lyiarquis rdBded I heard his 
voice, and anxious for my mafter, the young 
Marquis, I .flopped to liften; he feemed to be 
ibmewhat more cairn, hut I could only hear a. 
word now and then of his converfation'; at 
length the words ** Lettrl dc Cachet'* caught 
my ear, 1 (topped to hear no more, but haAen- 
ing to j)ac|t up fpmc of my young maker's 
cloaths, and other articles, I ran back to him, 
and informing him of what I had heani, advif- 
ed him to conceal himfelf fomewhere, until his 
Other's ai^er was abated, 

•* Well knowing the temper and dl^ofition 
of his father, he dtd not heficate a moment;^ 
but immediately fled from the fpot, with his 
hride, attended .by mei who determined to ac* 
Company his fortunes be they what they would » 
llecolle^ing an old ca(lle in the forell of Ar- 
dennes, which belonged to his father^ but had 
been long uninhabited, and was fad laiing to 
decay, he 4ttfirm]fitd to go tthither and conceal 
jmnfelf for a time : sot dottbting tbAt his father*^ 
X 



aftger ircmU fobfide^ aiid' he flmld be ^Bw)^ 
^ to ireturn to his pitenitl roof. 

** TraVclBwf^ Irf the feat fifemicntcd roa«(y 
wc at fength armed fkfcutthe caffle^ whkbwa^ 
fure enough rather in a minfoo^' il^te; and oiolP 
gloomily fituated in the piid^lc of the foreft^ 
t^ithoot any cHeerfiil prWpcft' tb' jmfivoi thj^ 
duUnefs of the paffiiig thonroH. 

•* Wfth focne feboor stodhardiworki iny inrf- 
ter and myfclf fitted up a fiw ipamn!ems*t6 Kircf 
in whilft we flafid, anfd ^We lidy Attbiijfetfi^' 
fweet angelic creature^ was aHpiiciS'iefi^i' 
tion, and cheered rtny n^faftc^, a^ wdl is Hiviiifff 
during ihe performance of our ta^, irifS Aft 
flioft charining vivatit^. 

and his wife never extcndibfthrfrwatfa^W-jimi^, 
a ihprt .diflgnice from t^e caftle, whib^ | ra)^re4 
to the fui^ouiidi6g towxxi^y amdf IJIj^ptied w theijr 
.f jrnw. ■ 

•* By ftic^ni of* ifelaftin . irfromy fijbw^Ver; 
1 took taf6 not to ^t int6 iht fccret of bil^TO 
fitf^nc^. Who fiyid inf out bf tfe« fdwriv X 
i^ned rntcUi^^hc^ rclaiif e to thfe dd Mafqilifs^); 
ihy relation cdrrtfpohdinj vWA' arioih^jf * wfi^ 
^e*nd^d'i|i thd ^ei^teuite df^'t^ *&^^^ 

^ ^a this w^y I leajrot that the old Maiaiiuis 



' |qd r^Hy obt^iicd 4 Xpttgre de Cachet, no% 
fLUowing af his {bn> ^ht» ^»Qd had? accompa* 
ni«d fo^e loti^ers of juilLce to the houfe of tlie 
gentleman whofc daugjbter my.mafter had marr 
ried, and where the oid Marq^uis i^nderftood hi* 
^ wa$lofiigs4* 

^* After bpeh^ving very mdely to the fieui^ 
tenho really ^id n'ot knoM^r whi^e his daughter 
«ia9 4^9 ftnd was plunged in cpnfiderable grief 
9X, her ^bru^t departul^;. and being convinced 
)m fon MM6 not there,^ the lifer<quU at length 
f(i^part«d in a ;paroxyfiii of angpr, which was^ 
$6 violent. a§: to .injiure h|» health; fljil however 
pi^uencec) by p^^^n, he ba<} ordered a {lrl£t 
fearch to be made after the youiig ^^t^is, and 
1|hegpo4 policy of hisfecr^^t and ha% depaitiiMFe 
J^caoipiweiy diky moreappareat* 

^^ Having g^ibfd aiitdlligence th^ thi^ lilaf* 
ii|ui£'$ iadi(pouti<|ii ftad inpre^d, and feveral 
months having now elap^d, whiHl the pregs* 
m^icy of Ma^une Antoiiiette ^albd for atten* 
tiofl, 4«lii6h the habitation we d^elt in waf 
^b^adly calejilatedtd %9or4y my mBiHtr becaiide 
u»patJentv an^ at^ langth determined to writ^ ti^ 
|ii^ father, imptDran^.forgiveBe^ $i{k1 no be rein^ 
!^ted in his fevor. 

, ** The Ijstter b^nj wr^te, witftout «rtiy place 
being named ^ I took charge of it, aqd my rela-* 
tion having inclofed it in another to the perfonr 
wk^\^ l^tai the wdiiiiii^ o£ <^»t ia^oU^nco^ 
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the latter was requefted to deliver it to the MatqmV, 
but carefully to conceal from whence it came-, 
unlefs the Marqui> appeared particularly favorable 
to his fon in his en^iries* 

" The good poHcy of not informrng this 
perfon of the whole of our fecret became now 
evident, for the old Marquis having, with much 
diiEmuIation, expreffed a wifh to be reconciled 
to his fon, and making an enquiry concerning 
hini, the perfon whom^ my reliation had written 
to did not hefitate to acquaint his Lordihip with 
the name and reiidenee of him in whoie name 
the letter was inclofed» The Marquis, no 
longer doubting that his {&n was there concealed, 
immediately eaufed a fearch to be made for him 
by the officers of'juftice, at the very houfe of 
my relation. By means of a ftory well com»- 
pofed for the purpofe, he warded off all fuipi- 
cion of his beii)g concerned in' the concealment 
of the young Marquis, and we congratulated oui^ 
felves upon our eicape. 

** My mafter, however, became very unhap^ 
py at tiie long continuance of his father's an- 
ger, which feemed to be fettfed in his mind^ 
tnd at his feclufion from fociety, an unhappi- 
nefs which was much increafed by thefituation 
of the Lady Antoinette, and the abfence <if 
thofe attentions and comforts which were likely 
to become abfolutcly neccflkry to her welfare 
and health* 

^^ No aUernative however recpained^ and bav^ 



ii^ affiAance^'the Lady A»fR>mett^ viU fdtjik 
aidWwsnte <ltUy6rei 491$ twiti^* two beaiitil^ 
ohMdi«^,> A boy and^m^rH biit for want^ of j^fo^ 
pt^ «i|lv «ddt4 to her bdbig natuMlly <if a d^Kw^ 
cate confHtutionyi and thd j^«f fiiif eX^rfe^M^- 
in fpite of her alTumed yivagity, the unfortunate 
tidy fell a lovely vi^tn; and not ^ mdnffi Had 
pafled, ifter her ddivery, u^he^, alfts, ^ "^^^ 
IK^ more 1^ E^flcufe my t«aw,» Ghevalifer, the re-^ 
UnenEibranb* of the fdene to Vt^hich I wsls* a virit« 
nefs, the tender parting between my mailer and^ 
his beloved wife, the anguiih' with which (he' 
contemplated her childrefiV ^^^ re^o^iheiide^' 
^etn to' hist caiVj and the Arantic grief he dlJ& 
played; eveii nowVat thi» di^bee or tUne^^^aki^ 
Inc^ wtt^ like a child*" 

A teai^at the. feme mdmem mlM-d^w^ ^i^ 
eheek ol the perf6na|e whb had been difCoVeti* 
Kirif h Hnbi»it i " I refpe^ your fojtow,'*^ repllttP 
#ie Chev^lier^- **^ it niuft indeed Hare btoit^ 
]Mar(«bi«»ilni% fisenev'^ ' 

"The grief of ray rhaftj?^ at'this' uji(oij^i' 
ifafe event,^ contittiied Hubert, **itia^ be cbn^ 
deivedj but il k impoffible foi^ tfi^ Xq ^ciiS^ 
it; forfome time he Was perftftij^ frimJc,' a* 
length fomewhatn?eorveHrt& T rerihirftd to h:'^. 
rtrtnd Wm of the^ ri^effity th^re tra^^for ber-^ 
forming the funeral obftS^Uics Of ttelirtj? A#^* 
tbinette^ 
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. **'^Mf mafier aikl myfetf together; kmagm 
difcovjny if we called id other affiftance, depo« 
fited the fad Ttmains of the Lady Antoinette ia 
a fon of vaults which my aoailer kkd cbo^ ioi 
the purpofpy in truth with little ceseiBony^ hot 
I am fure with, heartfelt foiraw. 

•' Thedeepeft melancholy now overfpsead tfce 
countenance of my mailer^ while his tears plen* 
tifuUy flowed, when he contemplated' the two» 
betplttfs iniants left to his care, whon^ indeed he 
lou»d it a difEcult matter to fupport*. 

^ A few dayfr only padbd, • after the iotei* 
nieot of th/e Lady Antoinette, during which my 
snailer cegulafly,. morning and evening, vifited 
and wept over her corpfe^ and ereded a tabled 
to her memory, in the chapel, appertaining ta 
the caftle, when one momiiig, after havii^ 
iecluded himfelf in an apartment, which he had 
i^ade his^ fiudy for fome time^ he came fprth^ 
with, a letter fealed up,, in his- hand, which he 
dedred me immediately to coavey par£|)aally tOt 
Jttis father. 

** Hi« eyes difprayed* a wildhefi that made me 
tremble at the thought of leaving him alone^ 
I hefitated, I ventured to semonUrate, but hi- 
ivas abfolutely determined, and at length irritated^ 
l?y pny remonftrancesy flew into a. paifibn,. and 
f^ommanded me to be §one^ 

i; TIic UBufiiat angef bf difpbyed hurt me ex» 



thff dfUhe perceh^, snd zktfptaidng in 
1^ warmeft tcrms^ my fidelity and attachment to^' 
wards hiin» a|>oiogtzed for his warmth, and inv 
treated 1 would n& longer he&ate^ but depart* 
ai8niedialdy with thrktter. 

^ Finding him immoveable in his determina*^ 

tkm, I at kngth took the letter, and departed 

firom the caftle, but with a heavy heart, and ua«; 

^fier the influence of a prefentiment that I (hould 

ftavfragai» fee^flny unformiuite matter alaive.'*^^ 



*<. 3. .' CHAPTER XXHI. 



"T. 



RAVELLING with all expedition f 
GOuld ufe/' continued Hubert, ^* I at length ar-^ 
rived in the neighborhood of this chateau, where 
the Mar<|iiis re&ded ;. here I learnt that he. was ex- 
tr^nnely ih, in confequence; as was fuppofed, of 
the violent paffion he had difplayed, when dilapv 
pointed in not difcovering his {bn| and that he 
Aad declascd hia nephew hi& hcir» 
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' ^ Oblitppf at Ait iatdillpftte, 9 i 
hkhtr^ ft^wtvtTy immcdtati^ and bimug 
kfiow*; and faying I come-with ImMmnc^vl^ 
Iba young Marqviav wsa itnfnediaiefy^ adiniitc^ 
into that room, which I f» haiUy antJRM a^ilMl' 
tim« ago, wher^ the old Marqui^^ who Iboked 
^«ry U^ was itandii^ near one of thf caifefDelits^ 
AirrouDded by kis^m^hew and Averal- oi tihc do^ 
ijieftios** / - * 

<* AdvaifGitig' refeeafcttf^ tQfho Mantis I 
prefented hhn the letter ;^ looking at me with 
ibme eagernefs, he hailily opened it,^ and had' 
no fooner read the content^ th^n it dropped- 
from hi? hand, and flaggeriag.to a chair fae fcB^ 
into convnlfionti 

*• Immediately feizing the letter, and haftilf 
glancing oTer it, his nephew called onr, ^*the 
villain has poifoned my ancle, fmt him," and- 
advancing haftiIy7Qlw^^ th^: ordered fome <wf 
the domcitics inftantly to* fecufe me. In rstih^ 
protefted my innocence, - J was- gagged by the 
ftrvants,^ by order of the* Marquis's nu^phew. 
^d b^g boi\pd hand and. fpQtt re(io2tii|»f fn 
the rtom TicFpiefs and unable td fpeak, wbilft 
the A&rquis breathed his laff, in tW iitmolP 
ajjony, and his corjrfb wi!^ carried* out of then^ 
lliybn^ - by the domeftksi • accompanied bj hiil n^ 
phew, • 

^IhRthtW iitrxot^ however; i:«ii^fffinfe ^ 
nephew feized me withour ^caldiisp^ w<9r^; aa# 



dfiening the prmlc dorvr, dragged me db\vn the 
^rcaie, and then imck>fi9g another door lead- 
ing to the fubtcrranean apartments, He endea- 
iroured to ftab me wkh a- dagger, ahd imagin- 
ing, I fuppofe, he had efFcfted hrs piirpofe^ 
threw me wkh great vioicnce down ttie flairs," 

<* Good God !" interrupted tHe Chevalief,. 
♦• kthat poffible ? is h poffible, ttet the amiable 
liulband of my fi fler conid have become a mur- 
derer in intenttonf" whilii all Ae gloomy me- 
knchoiy, the horror?, and the fears of the Mar- 
quis feemed now to be explained^ as theyrocur* 
wtd forcibly to his 'mind^ 

♦* It is certainfy tnie,^ replFed Eftiberf, "the 
yiolcnce of the fall dunned me, and I remained' 
for fomc time infenfible ; when I recovered, tfnd 
graduaUy recolledVed th« circumftanccs whictl 
bad happened^ I endeavoured to* difengage my 
kands; with eondderable difficulty I at length 
eife^d this, and then eafily unbound my fee^ 
and took the gag from my noutb. 

** Rifing from the ground, if was^ wkh fomo 
finrprife I felt my ability to move after the 
wounds,, which I fuppofed had been infli6i:ed 
by the Mar^isV nephew. I could only fecl^ 
howevcr,^ a few (light fci^atches, and it feemed 
fhat either through trepli(^ton, or fome other 
caufe, he had been difappointed in his aim. 

^ Another danger, however, even more terri- 
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^g t^^.lJbatQfaflb^iMtion, now fun^kGM 
lipoH my mind, j^hich was tha^tpf being iiUrwft . 
to de^h. Total ^iarkn^fs %rouQ^ed pi^v %[)ti 
alter wandejfin^ ^^Wt (he fubt^cr^neaa c^f^^a 
for fometifn^ I cpnlid ^dlfcov^ no im«an$i0| 
fnU CKC^t by the ,p^(%e ihrQUgb .wrfwcb my 
intended afTaffin had dragged oie. 

** JrritatiBd and impeded hy himgfir,, I rqipce 
thought pf :f pdeavQurin^ tp .force my \wa^y intd- 
the <;heteaiu by igieanft pf fhc fiw^fc' cfciu^ 
nhich I rhadr bp^n forcibly conveyed, ; .but ,^ J 
bad been fdkkW^ charged with poifoning-thjr 
Marquis, and his nephew W«j :MW in ^^hf^H 
©f his povf er, there was little reafou ta fuppofe^ 
} cout^-cibafie tv'ith Ufe. ^ 

:^^ Abandwwiig, IhorqifQrc,. thii ide^ J sigm» 
gode the ^irctut of the cayenu ^^9 Sloping-. 
««y. v:9y by means -of th<? niaH, J[ ^ocukataUjr 
lAa^ed my hand i^n foo^t&i^ \dneh f^teiHlu^ 
f: Jarg^ift^tpk : thinking it coighc perhaps helonf, 
to foine door, J pwlfed it .ift>«ani8j me for iomr 
time with all my ftrcngth^ but being unable ta 
mke c^^ thiiig m^ine^ I kept tine hand jipoa 
^ iUple, -And goeped .about iuppa the t^^mid 
witib !the 9iiher, ia hppe& of meetkg wkh foms 
^(iole whidi might affift my^ .effipfts* 

^ FortooaCely •putth^ my hfxkd jopcm jaa botr 
bar^ J Jonmediatteiy ipl^ed it wothia the ibipfa?r 
aiid Again aiaking uie of my fteength^ a. pact 



fif^c wa!l gave w^iy/ and 4ifcoVeted isCcU 19 
jbe a do(rf. 

^* Advanctngfdk-Waftfi, tlie rfoor fliut ofitfttf 
:iifiist ffvt; atrd in6iJhtiiig rathera fleep afcent, I 
iounrd rnyfdf,' t^ my MiO ffinailjoy, irt a' thicK 
jgrove^-df ' trtr^i yhichl r^c^le^Jted t0 (ifc'ofii th^ 
grounds furroundinfgthie^cliaccaTi. 

** n^w^'dark, ariJ'§-b& the^ jtellncfi* that 
irJgiierf armjiid,' ftemetf to bfc Utc- iii tJic ftjeht. 

illdcr 




re- 
turn tatH^'.cirtHc- v^Frerife i Wad left my lAaftef 
feemed the mod pbvioiis, bat there was dauber 
*ta^ Wliat^ tfi^ Mkrqws friph'ew hjaidiSd, of 
niy befiigttatidai al a rhUJ^aptf , arid^, tTerhl^^,' 
Ifeiied,' dnti piitt^^thetbriuifc, inipite xn ntj ixi': 

'. ' • . ' * 

** Aitxiofcfg, fi'oVi'^ij; to rcjl)aT^ t6 uiy mafi 
ter, who'^aB r^ow tht M^qifis^ fa Grifttg[eri*eOvi^; 
by the death of his, father, .and. tru^ing. to my 
luppoftd* itibrdef: fov tHe pafpofe of prevehtin^ 
sbiy hicie dwd ciy affer rrie; 1 decided to riiakc lan 
tttbit ib rettrrn; ^ntf Wiilg extremely- filht fo^ 
want of fijodj w^^ tofttfrf^rlh^ whither I' (h6ul4 
6i:nd ttiyfteps- fd^'tht |)tli-pbtf of tibtaiiring re^ 
^fhrhenT, wheii'thrf6iJTid afkyb\ufid^i\tdmt: 
^t^; tnmr/Tg joiy^ieadv i iWs Jriftih^ly defied, an4 
)^rne away, jUi fpite of my ci\e^zjx^ ftruggte^,' 
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" .Wholly igno^nt of the objeft df'tny ftt- 
fcirt attack, 1 lendcayoured, in vain, toj;alnia« 
formation concerning it. I ilruggled and made 
in.any efforts to efcapc, but tbofe :ivfio held )ne 
vr ere numerous, and at length conveyed me into- 
a boat, and, infiantly puttiqg off from the tU&rt 
I was carried on bpard a veiTel at ^ litUe .dii^ 
:lance^ and immediately confined. 

i* A little time having d(apf<?(f, a luaa, who 
appeared to have the cooimand, came to me^^ 
attended by others, and, Ipoking.at n^, ufed aa 
oath, and Jf^id it was a ipilbikct, I was not the. 
man ; but, fays he, ** the (hip is now out ^tie9» 
and we may as w<ll make a £iiior of you. . 

♦• I remojnftrated In yain: the 0nly f^vo\ur I 
.could obtain, was a releafe from my confine- 
Inent, and /ome food ; and halving no n^eahs 
of efcape, I was compelltd to accommodate 
myfelf to my prefent circumflances, though 
with aji aching he^rt, at the recolle^tipn of &c 
£tu«tion 19 which I had left jaiy majllgr. 

** Entering the Mediterranean, we ha4 not 
failed long in that fea before a Barbary cprfair 
fame in fight, y nable to efcape, we wore com • 
pelled to come to action, and, without trou- 
bling you with a detail of the battle, fuffice it 
to fay, that the (hip was captured, and myfelf« 
with the furv Ivors of the crew, c^rie4 V^to 
^avcry. . . ^ 



^*^'It >i& iieeMIefs foi me to jetee to yda the * 
' monflrous mifery of c^puvity^ or'my efcap?^., 
or fubfequent fliipwreck. Having regained my 
nalive country by the means which you.afe; aU 
ready ^acquainted with, I made enquiries relk- 
ti^e to the /amily of la Grvaageneuvf, and:» find- 
ing that the late .Marquis'5 nephew had beepaa.. 
"undifputed polTcffion of t,(ie dignities and eftates 
of^ the jjioufe everj iiuce tiis > uncle's deaths my 
mind anticipated; tlie . melancholy fate oi my* 
iriafter, dnd I travelled, with all expedition to - 
the caflle in the foreft, where I lad parted with 
him. 

*' Entering by a' fecret paflagc. vthich my 
tnafter and myfelf had difcovered, 1 proceeded 
to his. ftudy, and feeingj the papera lying in 4i^- 
order upon the table, at firft concluded he wa,s 
iUli living. Their decaying flate^ however, foon 
undeceived me, and examinifag all the apart- 
ments with a fecret dread, I .at lengtli > defcend^ 
cd to the place where the remains of the .ajiiiable 
Xady Antoinette had been depofited. 

•■ ^ '^ ' s , , 

; ** Trembling, 1 enter'ed the place, and there 
with horror contemplated two ^eletons^ one 
of which there was every reafon to believe was 
that of rny mailer. Unabfe to^ bear the j^ght, I • 
was precipitately departing, ' when a paper oa 
the ground caught my eye, on taking up wliich, 
1 perceived a ru|ty fword fteined with -' blood, 
which I knew t0|,have bcienged to my maitei, 

Y 




^ti «nfttT at 

tfli^ iRrliyi mAfti it no fongqr r^^--*- - 
Imhtd {Nil 41 penod to bU cxiftaMSe* 

«< AftAm now <• lewrf-^.j^ ,4^ #e 
chiURiiy wliom In mf hurry I luid neaily ror* 

fi^pqi^ M.>e t^ocdm^^f a^.^r#, ^1^ 
€xp*liKl Ims (Ton inltkc fiuuuior^ irith a pi^p^« 

{g9iie« 4Bi|y «ii4lcr l»d Unoae^iately cctumed.^ 
the ea(Ue|.^#«d jijt^(ndmg to. thcvcorpit^ ui 
bdftTjed, .A^pifi^tl^, ^ M^ too <vfd^i% 

V<Jpw;eflW tif grief, and iEuiC]^ -^!^ 
KVOQicinM mw ^e ; viloitiMiate . Nobl^apa b^ogp 
me^ Xibl^ftUy (Ba^tciied up the p)fiaB,.jM4. »^f^ 
^ anolhef foon,^ 9t a fluHt4imc«i |o ejimili^ 

** Here, on the next iby, I was much fiiN 

mg Ihp ft!iii|id.^;:foot9fpa in^tbe^^^^ nol 
'4^oi^9£(be^;Ol]t|f^.^thqfevr^^^ j 

Aftcaed the door of the apartzxieot where I W9« 



Bftenfdiilll kcu^ them i^tf^ 

^I M been iiif4tne#, when befdrt.mln- 
I^Miig the pbcer ><»»» » haixHtti ihfeiM Ml &ib. 
Iintaneatt jiaut of the e»fite/ IhH #e IMdJi^eiK 
itanr or Jem tKemi If now ^ttod^'U vSikr 
Him die Mife might prabab^ hi»r^ fSMk ditkMMM^ 
•4 hf Aeir haylof, a commnniiwitiiWi with i|i» 
lil^e^tpwta^ ;^-- //•*;;'.;,. 

*^ Taking, a foitp^ Ihfi^fifirr iiMfy ri|M« 
flridn^ht^ Ideicended to.theibw^ fmn &f^^ 
cafifek. ai^i; 'peiteiv&ig. i ilpoir,, fiffilcb wo ddm 
kd to the cafan ^lo^, 1 iniln^tdy tOMitd 
Ity to prevent andlherlntriifiini. ' ' ; ' ' 

<«Tcouia^^<r fM c^wMek n^ik lind me 
to the children thtis eMpofeOy or inloHin me- 
whether they, were living of «feBiK til^eelded 
whatcourfe to takei andaftili ^ being feited 
«s a murderer, in confeqiience of the imputatiOfi 
which had heen fe unjuiily charged upon me, I 
Could not make any final determination |.. ] at 
tenglh rdblved to riepair to tlm neighhourlipod, 
tod endeavour tb gain what information I could' 
i^revidos to poiAiing other means, and tb pre* 
ventadiicovery, take uptny refideoceKer<?,veD^ 
terinr by. means of the fieM iaAm, ind by 
which 1 could mpft' probably «m eafiiy efcape^ 

*^Here I had no focMier dhtved; than 1 1^^ 
the departure of the pieftot MairOuis^ ai^ 1^^ 
m^Sngillar fiiuUty m the bordeis bt diriiteft of 



i 



vAWle^ncs; andatfo heard the ftory o^ tKe'|il^- 
/bned letter and the fudden difappearan^fr^bf 
, the bearer. — -- ''^; S ^ " -^--* 

"That I have heard/' faid the Ghev-alilr, 
**and I now perceive what ibrt of an apparition 
Ave have hmtiiiiniid^y' r/} '■ - ^ ' 

' •* No 'doubt," replied Hubert, **f h^^ .nt>t 
however, yet concluded, ^' Having /opymiJfr a 
;lji{pp,-^idiftcrlfii^ ehtbfl^ thei fubterr^An, ca- 

• Vbrns;* 1 r^aifid ;by n*«ns of^hi' befe^elrirfn- 
tilo^eH: fccret'^.'pafl^e^'td t*ie: upper :^«p:fttn«fes, 

-and difcoVered ;i ^fc conoeMt^Ti^oilVjf-^itCi^;! 
tookrnp^yiaefidewce;/"' • --^^ '' V -->VAm 

VV^ea'ibeing'no oi?e in tat |jfi<ce,^.;«^pt 

n^ri^ Ijoufekeper.ttrid^ l*i* ItuftS^ I'^fex^. 

T^mined. at my leifure the diflferent apartmfeiks, 

; fearlefs of difcovery, aa I did not doubt of 5e- 

i-in;^ n%lafert?i$iniarf %i«rk*on, if >%. Jfaahce I 

<.ihotH^e:obferved; ' <"' ^ : ^- ^/^? "'^* 

-,-. 'V- ■ ' , ■ X i^.-.- ,- ' -■ - ■ .:...-•, J 

Ti ' * ■ ' ■ - .. . . 4 Ik . ;, ■ ■ .. ...%.» ^ - - . '. ; -v ^* 

// ** I c(5ftW ;nit^ how^er"^ drfcovef 'afty^A^Vi- 
'/irientic^a^le Y)if^beipg of arty isfi^ relative ld>^l()e 
1 6bjea i' htfd in vieW. ^ I eai-efiiiiji^ e1>r^i*>^ a 

* Jnmbk roo.-n aboy«,: vi^h^re J fti^irjd'tlfe?'pttrr*^ts 
of the late Mai^C^uis and his Urttich Ihjur^djS^, 
which V htfng ^in- tvro'"ildjoinitig ropmVt ^^d 
likewife fame cMt liVei-ies, atid ^'Curious <ijf§djfe, 
of which :! afiorwjgd* rti^,de a matt^ti^k ufc^i^liut 

:npthingo#i>6nf(equ<5ui;€?b^fide$?; - ^^ -^U^y^^ 
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ms I rtiacd,"* IIOr*e6titin«ed Rii^' 
Wrt, .*^aa4 -^(Hiig out now and 'then ^Uirou^' 
the cavtfiit ift Ike d&flt^ of thi cvenihgji toa- 
fleif^Bibttring. YiOagc> -for tftej»iitpofc o^obtlull. 
ing provijfibns Ml ocfaer^ nccrmrii»,' asAl 'raum* 
uigjabbur n)kiDi|j|)i;'biit'nfiitiy dfilys had n&t 
^tapf^d/bcfoie I watforprircd Iqrtbe very fu4|^ 
den idMi^' tf tkr Mir^iiS| afiier- a lang^ aiir 
Sincer* -;4 

itt'^he danger of being difcpvered, I began^ fe» . 
riottfly to defiberate upon Ac plan I oogHt 10 ^ 
ppirfee to fulfil i^ Mailer's iiijonftlbn, to fee 
^t the cQates cf Gnngeneove deSeended to 
the right hetfy botl'cooU nord^ide in what 
0lanner I tt^old ^ proceed ; and, at length tnift* 
ing to my. p^ngfof an anoan^on, I deter* ^ 
BMned ' to remain a whiSc in^ the fiime iitiiatioo, *« 
hoping fomo ae«identmi|ht haffpeii' capable of^ 
Ai^ouring mj views i this^as, I confeTs, thia^^ 
aifidt ofindecifion, biitl codM not Ukm- wg^ 
limM phn of ^ondnft. 



** Having been again examining the iurftbcr 
Xpom a day or two aftci: the Marquis's arrival, I / 
was ferioufly atarme^ by Tearing perfons at the 
door leading to that range of apartments. Run- 
^^ing as filemly as pjoflibTe towards this room, I 
at length gained it, |>ut not before I heard 
voices in the adjoining apartment. 

** Much alarmed by this incident, J[ J^eyer 



after .went into -|uiy of the apartmeat^'^l^cej^t. 
one, which you have made your ^ecpiifg Toom, 
where the late Marq^uis breathed ' hi|, lail. fl 
Was compelled; or-f at leafl, for waftt*6f',inVw- 
5ng better, thought myfelf neceflitated tb 'pits 
through this apa'^tment, for the purp^fe- ijf 
gaining the Xubterrancan cavern^ by . nfiean^ )ftf 
*the private nair cafe ; for the pairage'l' liad ft) 
/pafs "was very winding, and fdd dow^To 1^e • 
apartnients on the firft floor, and from jfehce 
up to \^hat is now yoyrfleepingroonci. , . , 

"Departing through the cavern fpmef tirSir 
after dark, about once in the courfeof a weei, 
I ufed to take rhy lamp with ^le riot ]ighted,^;a^ 
return about midnight with-it lighted, fof tjic 
'purpofe of feeing my way.^ "Thus ^a<li^ 
through the room in the darji, was the te06nj 
did not obferve any bed there ; ^nd^Jien if^' 
: turned with my lamp lighted and opened '^fifc 
door for the purpofe of repafling the apartmen|, 
words cannot ^defcribe my furprife', and ; %&^ 
terror, at feein| a pcrfon ia .bed il^t Pp to loc^C 



'' **Biil'you not notice'iii/^Tcaturcs,'* falcl tHe 
Chevalier^ r :t . -, 

"f was too rnnch^terHfied^'to'do' that,*' ri- 
pD^d Haberr, "'^ad immediately fhiitting tile 
door, precipitately ran down again* to the fai- 
terranean apartpients, and . remained there, the 
whole of the fucceeding da}^, until thevdarkaefs- 
'Oflhe evening, wheh I ventured to fetu^n ; add 
"croffing the apartment, no ont^bting then thfci;k, 
1 regained my hiding place. ' ^ 

^' 'V Determined, if poflible, nbt to in^ur t^e 
jfame hazard, I fet about drfcovering another 
pafTage in the cavern, in which T fucceeded, 
and blamed myfclf for not being Wife enouglr 
' to look for it before. ' ' 

i ■ " ' ' ■ ' ■ \ ■■■ ■ ^^ 

*' After' living, in this waV for s( ^ttM-t time,**! 

^happent;d accidentially to hear in. one of mv ex-- 

'curUOns without 'the caftle, of the capta-in bf^a 

bandftti in the ^oreft.of Ardennes being takea 

prifoner • and that 'he w^as a young niari^ of tjie 

name pf Bertrand. ^ . ..i ^ 

** Struct with the nariie,* whfch was' that of 

jiny 'mafter*s fon^ and the plaice \vhere he vp^s 

taken, I became almoft ihftant^HeotTfly ct^fi. 

vinccd he* mnft lie the' real heir of the houfebf 



'Gfangeneuve. Learning the place where he w^s 

^confined, J cloathed myfelf 'in one of 'the 'ejd 

liverieji I mentioned ^jefore ; and taking anothier 

'i^ilh me, an^ Uk'cWifca c\WQ^9 difS^!(?j ^|>X^eaM 



«f windilcoill CMvcrt mvfilf inio an jppjflBi rft 
^ mornioin b«S«. mkI • oit drefs o£ a UimiI^ 
ivfakhiaMb fouikltatiit IttmMerrooor, ICdlml' 
fcrth fmav the camera at midiiiebty and li^n|;; 
.tiir^of the MattfgaMhottt$f:r9&to*V9m 
the utaioft lapidity^ 

^Aniytug: at tlw prifoQt I demsttdai ad.' 
siffionii^thedncaAcr^yf a Monk;. and haviiu(' 
ctttered the faoa whete Bcrtraod'was-coaiocJ, 
T' became immedi^ely coavtaced he^ wa»> afia- 
aHy the perfbn I fought, iar caniefaeiice of die 
ftrikinf.,fikene& he bean ta his fiahm |a» 
finning himt. theiefQie^ ui fci^ arnds^ • of nMr 
^j^ I pv^ i^iD tbe ^ftly ^jpnkf vUchl 
bdtakea widmne^Jnaconcwaldd manner; -.aad 
aifiM>n as had properly lUed it oa,- 1 -fan cowardi 
the door, cfying oat widi much vehiaaaaicil^^ 
andpniTiicd lqr.tSt fuppofsd apparition.'.* 



_ the Amt he had; heard liie- 

Marquis refaie coaeemng .the eicape ol Ac ' 
capita of die bandid^.the Ghendier mom 
h^gjbcd verjrheartify; 

«»lo. this, way/* eonthmed Robert, ^Kr^ 
tend 1 efeaped; . and 'he^ havibg afterwaids hah^* 
ed himfetf iitthe othcv fi?ay dieia whieh I halt 
earned ^ith me, we code bioh togethor widi« 
confideraUe rapidly, amfl Va arrived witbin^a < 
fliorti.diflanceof the c^teaot wheO'tmidng tl^: 
hi#fes loaft in a field, we loitered ahont andl^ 
kwat|^ dbrk, an d thtb-f nttftog^the a^cm, > 
m^rted ftll ay |lRiiM£^ 



^^4 at' the other peffonage, :^Jip had 'hithetio 
♦maintliined A, perieA^erk^f ^lejocC|ti wkh a confi-, 
-4ei^ble portion of ^xieus'-eiiq^ury, I , \ 

V "«< Yes,»^^ faid irfbbert^ arldl^ffini /^^mf^lf^to 
'the Chevalier, aftd taking^the hand o? throtheiv. 
i***thia*fe»tie^im";^^ iftcte^df^^^^ Orange- 

;^Hfuve, the tinie heiii< to ,' thq^ hpaQurs-^ and> eftates . 
^o{ tt)t;feraiJ)^*^ ,^ r ;^^ ; . .^ ^^ . , 

-1 . - :'^-j:-'-; - . f- ■■-;^ : -^^.■■•^ '; ^,\- ..,, . . -. ^ 
!?' * Bertraini *iQ«r ,bowed^;tvt<J the .Gbeval|lr, 
i:rwhich*'tra« rettirned^hy the, fJattcr,' with mu|h-. 

1 ** We liave ; oonHnufd' here/' jald^, |lub^f, ^ 
^**-ever finer, ^thbut ^^eing. able^/it^ni^r th^ jDC- 
i^niiinr^'ch'cumftaaici^:' w 

* fotm any pten'. by . rteaji^9 '>>f'P^|^c|3t^ the cftafcs 
^ and titlfs of la "Grarigeheuve might be ^^li(^T%d ^ 
^to tbe tnie :.hi^ir; -bttit)as?:t^he preffn^-.IVJ^ijia 

2 hastio kin^ iDy jhord 0e«tr^nd is^iV^iljing to cf>i^- 
i pound ,wtt:fehii3;ii'i' lirilliJil'r tell (^'otf, ji^owevj^r, 
^ how it happened that I pa^cijtiMA^.A<^)^ji^r^va5;h 
' yot^r apartment; the reafon was, that wlieiv I 
Sopdfed: the ^ 'tk)of r; Wa|i Kig;. t# ;iii$^ ,x:aAPer^ , i 1 foiifid 
-^he \ p^ace - corhp letel y^ ^b Jof: k4f« "J> ^ with ftuirfcs 
^ aiad branches oi^' trecs^ wkix^h it ^39; imp^flrgle 
^for me to .rerooyt! 'T|ius,',iifuate4^ and unaftle 
, ta get out, Ivdeternlined, as a jji^fp^jr^e ;^iii)ife, 
.io ^fccnd;tbA.pnvate fljikcarei and crpffipg^:Qiir 
froom, 'eniieayo.ur 'to ninke rhy .way, cut- at.jjjie 

: grand- ent5^ie<^,ofc tfes 'cbj^UaU| wlijjih, . froni its . , 



ft|4 ^'"^^'; 

Uf ^MTiSinf pcAftis ia.^r^ 
IkCiuiiesiiucl^ ahmd^and mdOiig dife^ 

as a iiippoM apparitioA, wifhom fm^skihi^ 
Mt^ MitT«r^ 1 ma mUlakni, liuc lKCfdei#ftr 
«fc#veffctf a. pMRH(r fotlus coacdOncftt, nMOl^ 
IdTscifCMkoos.ihaA ttwtl had tMen accflMMiiS 

^Mofffi ^vai now nfetH^ wlnlK l^tvni^Ba and 
Uti ClMvidiefi akarnatdjr looklii|g( ai.c^boOeiJr^ 
&oiie iMit a word, and Haari wai eq^tallf ffi^' 
Hk filcace waa at teog^i inicfri^^^ by. ||Br« 

^I am at 7«t» inmfj^fU^UMist^^ 
MrnkV io Ifae ChevaBct» wbb cohmnjl^la^ 
liari #it|i the di^qpaffi attcnticNi^ *^ tat ai a mui' 
^ haiioiiir» T tmfl yoii wilt not betfaf in^ i^M' 
lite faml^^ time I llave ft in my foarar to afiar- 
Mttdtlitea* to my cooiiht who now uroftfta thi 
cftatet and. bonnura qf la Graogeneuve. 1| I< 
am dfclafed hdrr' to..tfiofe eitates and honom^. 
there bein|; Httte Vdttbt that 1. fliould.b^ oon^ 
aia^ied of tieafuni ihey would of courie be cmi^ 
ffisatedy. and. be demvcd of thant;. bat tf M^ 
m obtain n^ "palwi^ I wiiltfeadily bind tofi 
ftif tOtaUova ftinii to retata. them dudng his 
fift^.lii€ftedll4;,tQ them myfidf after his deceafist**^ 

^Tmt pmoASoa fs. reafanable^*^ £dd til 
ftcfidier mafiog,. ^imt what it biecome of lb«^ 



ifRDfed < on the Iborom i^fdthc foreft, Imt wbdiicr 
4he is IkiM: ordeaiL I am ^catirely imoeMl. - 



Ikiiig ordea4^ I am ^cmireljr 

*piei fi^Bon (tf CeoiEui^. ^tipicd. Hie injaA 
•«f^ Cher^icff aod^^il Jecnied to. him bigjNt}r 
fifobable that ^ waai in tci]t^ 'tht^9^'4mi^ 
ter of the Jate Marquis, ft wst^ hoivtvi^ a . 
paramonnt'Cohfideration tofornt fome ptaO| bjr 

i^^uat^ with the gir canpftanf fy wkbout ^fac ia* 

*I%e <^vdicr propolciil ^ Ttftum to hit pif ft 
apaftmenty tolettd mthe Marquis thither, tod 
Afif^mAng hm^£c^fneMng cf iomrmine|i» awaitei 
^1, lead hiipajt once to fiertrana s^d Huberi-rt 
This* was obje^led to,t>y tbe<{)»-who cpuM fioil^ 
l^wever, decide iipoii any f>r^rtt4« phtiH aiid 
their objedioDs appeared ror the Chevalier St 
anie (rom fu^icio^ ol hixnfelt and ifaf M»qms» 

\- Wearied^ at length, widb a long and fruitle& 
4iftii%n, the Chevalier ahrupdy^ quitted thqiti 
'^%iQgf he would immediate 4>niig j|he MarMia 
thither ; and, proceeding to hirlapitftmeot, feit 
for the Marquisyattd c^odu&ed him tbcn^ astep 
iorerebted. - . , ^ - 

: \ . . .-.,.^ : .-• A :.i: .. ' 

fiertrand and Hubert in the tnean time d!f« . 
inifting^he Cheva&erand the Maiq^ nodtmag. 
«iine tbpre ,«^s th« danger of theirr Mvcs M% 
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afraal of? laying in their d^ricealmcftt ; and,Tafi 
cttidfof bv ancfth^r private paiTage tothe .uppde^ 
a^JKtfuents, waited there, cepiceiving they mighl^i 
eafily efcape through the different chambers if they 
htodaiiy founds of danger, 

- • , ■ , - '.■» 

Hearing, at length, voices in an 'adjoining.; 
a^rtment, Hubert ventured to peep in, when the 
IVfarcjuisJ imagihing the petfon he i>pw faw had 
been long^nte fe^retly murdered by himfelf, faint- 
ed in the manncff b(^£of£tmentioned. 

Having conveyed him to his apartment, tlit 
Ohevaiier rttumed to Bertrand and Hubiert, and 
blamed tticra with 'fome warmth for didruftis^ ; 
his honor. ' ^ 

. *' Excufe» me, Chevalier,*,' faid Bertrand, with* 
the utmoft ^olitenefs, '* I acknowledge I fit- 
f«pve your reproaches, but, 'when you reflet upon* 
the peculiarity of my iituatidn, I trnft it wiliierv^e . 
at lead to palliate, if it will not jullify, my con- 

i Giving him his hand, the Che vali tr > declared ' 
] his intention of rm mediately repairing to the Mar- 
"^S, and, having explained to him the circura-i 
jftances, of conducing them to his prefenee. 

-"To this they at length agreed, and this Che va- 
lier proceed e<l to the apartment of his brother in^ 
law, where he found the Marcbionefs and Cecilia, 
iUquefting thcmto ftay, he explained to. the Mar*- 
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4tlis, who was much indilpofed, the whole of the 
circumftances, who heard him throughout with 
much aftonifliment, and, when he had concluded, 
requefted the pfopofcd' interriew might be carried 
fcito execution in as fecret a manner fls poliible; 
to this the ChevaKcr affented, and immediatel|r 
quitted the room. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



OOON returning, and likewife Henri, with 
Bertrand and Hubert, the Marquis contemplated 
the former with confiderable attention ; and, ihud- 
klering and turning • pale at the fight of the lattef 
he fell back upon his |rtllow, and wfls with difli- 
culty fupportod by the 'Chevalier and the kdies. 

"I feel myfelf exiretnely indifpofed," faid the 
the Marquis, " and am convinced, in my own 
mind, that 1 (hall not recover. Melancholy and 
remorfe bate gradually undermined my eonftituti- 
on, and the ladlfhock I received will complete its 
deftruaion.'* 

The Marchionefs wept, and the Chevalier en- 
Z 
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benfiOQs* 

• ** The «uuiner," contUwiedf the Marquis, in 
which I obtained the titles and the elates which 
LpoflH^ lia3 k>ng preyed uponmyfnind, and de- 
prived tae of the enjoyment 1 fondly hopisd to de^ 
rive from them. Had it not been for thei^ttentioil 
and affiduities of my amiable wife, 1 (houid hare 
been frequently tapptedto put a. period to my ex* 
iftence. 

** I ufed every endeavour to prejudice my node 
' againft his Ton, after the unfortunate marriage of 
the latter, and with but too much Aiccefs, for 
principallv, in confequence of my intrigues, he 
entirely difinheritcd him, and nominated me las 
heir* ^ , 

*^ He could not,4i^wever, legally bequeath awnr 
from his-fon the title, nor a large part of his eu 
tates, the latter being en title^ to theie in defpitecrf 
Us father's wiU. -Anxious ta gain pofTeffion of 
the whoJe^. and revel in that, happin^fi, which my 
fancy pourtayed as the inevitable companion of 
wealth and honour, I was continually tortured 
with the^hought of having tlie golden prize wreft« 
ed from me by my qoufin, and exerted every ef» 
fort to difcover his conceahiient ; f( will not fay 
what my intentions were in the event of that dlU 
covery; permit me to ooi^ne myfclf to ivhat I| 
actually did. / ' 

I 

** My uncle, after beiiig extremeiy ill, in^i ftp- 



MMxoh^fioAiewtMrfkdfeM^'zfidf as it it well 
ShowB, afcen^ed to that room which yott| i)ro* 
ther»*' addrcffing bimfelf to the Cfaevalier, ^^ha?e 
made your fleie^g rooni^ 

'• Hereit was that Hubert brmft^ the letter^ 
wiiich has been fo^ much fpokeai^^^fnatching it 
'dot of my uncte^s hand at the moment he became^ 
cehvulfccl, and percdfving my ceufin, fignifiMi 
his determination of deOroymg hihiielf) andy at 
the fame timcy mentioned the exf>ofureof hischii- 
^itn; it occurred ^o methat Hubert alone was 
|>nVy to the circumftance, and he bdng defirbyedi - 
tjl Tenieinbraoce c^ it > wonid become extinct. 

** Coned virig the lucky moment was now arrii 
^^» which was to put me in undilhirbed polTef- 
fton of what I h^d to eagerly fought for, I imnie- 
diatelv contrived an^ executed the fcheme» -which 
^u airiHiw fo weR knowy for the fmrpofe d>f ii. 
lei^cing fbr ever the tongue of Hubert;* 

** I have remained ever fid^ in uadiibirbed pof. 
felffion, nor did I imagine that any man lived who 
^ coM difpute my title by any (hew of legal proofs 
biit the happinefs I hoped to enjoy fled from mqr. 
gtafp. my heart w^as not depraved, but I had 
been led away from the path of virtue by a fudden 
and powerful allurement, and no ifooner were the 
remains of mv uncle mterred^ tlum I wa& feizdd 
by melancholy and remorfe. 

^^ Having conceived an affedion for the amiafcle 
woman who has long been my wife previous to 
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my imcie's, detth, I fled to her for Cdnfeksifiii, 

and, at length, prevailed upon her to be the part- 
iicr of my forrows ; for, with truth I may fay, (he 
bas participated little elfe but forrow. 

**^ Unable to remsdn in a place which continu- 
ally faf ought fo many unpleaiant recolie^ions to 
fioy nnind|- 1 repaired, with the Marchioaeis and 
attendants, to axhatcau which I poiTefled on the 
oorders of the fbrefl of Ardennes, and there endesi- 
V9ured to atone for the criine I had committed^ 
by contributing to the haippinefs of the poor and 
indigent who were fituated around me ; but, 
alas I 1 could not enfure the happinefs of iny- 
ieif. 

** Frequently I half refolved to endeavour to 
difcover the heir of ray eoufin, if living; and rt- 
ilore to him what he was legally entitled, to ; but 
fiill unwilling to yield up what I had fo long en- 
joyed by an apparently indifputable title, and feac- 
ing a difcovery of the a€t 1 nad committed, 1 ae«- 
verxould complete my refolution* 
'\ 

*< I remained at that chateau uatil a iliort time 
ago^ wheahavingprevioufly heard from Cecilia, 
who. was confined in the caiUe in the foreft"-— . 

Bertrandhad been long, at intervals, conteiq- 

. plating Cecilia, who had likwife recognized hinci. 

*' Is it poflible," interrupted Bertrand, " was.it 

your daughter, my Lord, who was for a time my 
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* «* Sheii hot roy daughter/' replied the Marr 

qttls. 

" I fancy (he is a nearer relation to you, Bcr- 
irand/' fald the Chevaljcr. 

Starting at thefe word^ Bcrtraiid looked towariJ's 
Hubert, who was eagerly contemplating Cecilia, 
whilft the Marquis obferving|iieni, faid,— ^ 

** She was ej^ofed upon the domains bf the 
Count D*Auteroche when ian infen^t, and by hii^ 
found and educated/^ 

** About what time FT faid Hubert, eagerly. . 

*♦ Iiv the year 1 1572;" replied Cecilia arid Sen- 
ri $1 the feme time, with the utmoft eagcrneft» 

*♦ My fifter^** faid Bertrand, as he flew tOM^Atis 
fcer, atid caught^her in Ws arms. 

I 

Tenderly embracing each other, Cecilia Aew to 
the Marchionefs, whore eyes were ^flfUfed ik tears, " 
and, taking Rerhand, affedl<^aiely prcffed it to 
heritps. / * 

AffeAefd by Mi proof of attachmenV, /|he Mar- 
chionefs caught Jher in her arms, and tenltlerly era* ' 
braced her, whitft ttenrj, feij:i'iig the ha Aid of Ge- ~ 
ciHa, ^rdentty gazed Upon her, and [feenoed to ^ 
bverleap !tt imagiwatkfn every obftacje to th^'''^^ 
Ikmoii.- 
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" I.bcg^your pardon, my Lord,*' fai4 B«niii<^. 
•* for the interruption of which I have been th^ 
caufe; but the ducovery which has refuited wi^ 
l^hopc, plead my apology," 

"Certainly," replied the Marquis^ ** and I 
congratulated nyfelf upon having^, unknowingly 
given protection and fup port to the daughter oif 
my much injurcd^oufin." 

. " Y^^ brptber," faid Cecilia, " permit me to 
bear tcfli.ipony to the goodnefsof the wlarqois and 
liis amiable lady ; had it not been for them, I 
might have become a deftitute wanderer, with- 
out a friend or a home." 

*' Taking the. haad of the Maripiis with nvnch.- 
alltdion, ** I liopc, my Lord,*^ faid Bertrand, " yp» , 
will excufethe troubled and uneafinefs I havecau- 
ftd to. you ; the goodnefe of.your hearty Ceems. 
much to over-baUnce the erron into which you. 
were betrayed." 

" X thank yo\i, faid the Mai:qi}!s, fomcwhat 
gtatifi^d; but recolle6V, as 1 do> with terror, the 
erimei; of which I was guilty, to obtain what«£ 
would now throw away with fcorn and contempt^ 
before jfon h^itily pronounce their obliviomf 

Bertr'tnd was filent, and the Marquis continu- 
ed : "I was going to ob/prve, that Cecilia having 
freviouf»ly mentioned foine myfterious connection ^ 
et\ieen the caftle in the foreft and my family, of 
which I had before fu^efted (bmewhat, I wa% 



TJl£ CASTLE zB\ 

walking one day near thc.forefl, mufing upon the 
circumftatice, when 1 fuddenly perceived a figure 
landing amongft the trees^ which I^. in the utmoH- 
perturbation^ hailily concluded was the apparition 
of my deceafed coufin to which its fuadcn 
difappearance fomewhat "^ contributed ; I nov 
know, however, it was you ;\* addreffing. himfelf 
to Bertraiid. 

' *' Nothing more probable," faid Bertrand. 

" This drcumftance," continued the Marquis, 
*^ added to what Cecilia had faid, Co much terri- 
fied me, as to induce me to quit that refidence in 
the utmoft haTle, and repair hither, where I hop- 
ed, after Co long an abfcnce, to meet with an 
oblivion • of the circumflances, the recollection . 
of which had before infligated me to quit it. 

" Hcrt^ however, a new terror hatuhted me, 
which is now completely expiainedi but whioh 
has caufed me many gloomy and melancholy mo- 
ments.** • 

" I am ex«tremely ferry, my Lord,**^ faid Ber- 
trand, ^* that I or my good friend Hubert ihoutd. 
. have caufed any^ terror in your mind/' 

" There is no doubt,'* continued the Marquis,. 
• addrcffing' himfelf to Bertrand, .*S)f yowr being the 
fon of my deceafed coufin ; the likenefs you betr 
to him is ftrong and decifive." ( 

^ Wkien cxpofed by my father, as I havft finite 
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Icarni," (M Biertrand, " I was found fey theftf. 
tner Captain of the bi^ndkti, which has long inha- 
bited the cavern beneath tlie caftle in the forcft <tf 
Ardeiines, who reared and educated me as his fon ^ 
being a man, however, pofleiTcd of ^tonfiderable 
knowledge and talents, t am^iadebted to him fdr 
lin eitcdietit edttcation. 

'* i conddered mvfetf a^ his fon, until about 
three years agQ, when he was wounded in an en- 
counter, and there was €vcry rcafbn to (u^yfofc 
the wound was mortal ; in this predicament, he ^ 
called me to him^ and fending frdm his pr^ence 
thofe who were about ' him^ informed me of t^ 
circumftances attendant upon my expofulre in lo- 
fancy, and iikewife gave me a paper which was 
tied round my ineck al the time. he ^und me/' 

- Tadcinfi a paper ft^m his'pock«ty he^gaire hm 
the Marqtiity .wbocagfrly examioed it* 

" The very hand-writing of hny deceafed ooQ- 
^A !*•• faid the MarqwiSj reading: " This is Bcr- 
trand la Gran^neore, tbc only Ton and feeit of 
Bortvand la Gi-aiigeneove, who 4s the only ibn atid 
heir of the Marquis Ja Gtangeneuve." ^ Kdf^ 
doubt can remain/' continued the Marquis. 

•*^y !\it>pofed ftther,** contlnuetl Bertrattt) 

'^•^liavitig thus imparted to mfr the fccret of my 

Wrth^ fliortiy afterwdrds died of hi« ivtiuhd^ re- 

coqimeading the banditti to chufe m«ior Uieir 
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** Being thus difcoyered to be the heir of a ooble 
houfe, 1 would willingly have quitted my prcfea^ 
iituation^ and endeavoured to obtain my legal 
rigivts. 4lefte6lingi however^ upon the numerous 
obflaclcs and indeed dangers, that lay in my way;, 
I at length reluflantly determined to accept the 
command, which the banditti readily conferred 
upon me, though I was but juft eighteen years of 
•age,.. 

•* You have, ^p doubt, heard of? the manner In 
which I met with Cecilia, and it was in confe- 
Ijuence of hearing of a purifwit being commenced 
after fome of the banditti, at the moment of con- 
veying her to my apartments, that I was compelled 
to render her a prifoner therein a v^y mylieriou« 
manner. 

" Of that purfuit, atid of the attack by mearis 
of which very fhortly afterwards Cecilia was ref- 
cuedv and a number of nrry men (lain, 1 bclievcL 
your Lord (hip wa^ the leader.*' 

"True,'* replied the Marquis, " I was.**" 

*^ Having reafon to believe,*' continued Bertrand,. 
" that our retreat was difcovered, I left the cavern 
with th^e majority of the njen, and concealed my- 
felf near the place, leaving the reft to guard, i^; 
and determining to rufli from my concealment, 
and attack the attackers in turn. The ftrong^ 
force, however, which you led,"precludcd all hop« 
a£fuccef$; and com[>elIed me to remain concealt 



edy iiiid y'lda ifp xtfy hsifKtadoiicdiiaits^dcAfSam 
to your niercy. ^ - 

" There 1 remained, purfuing tfie fiftuc mo* 
of life, until finally talten prifoner by the King's 
forces; and 1 rnuft now truft to yoiir LordiEkip's 
intereft to procure tnc a pardon/*^ 

*• Will you undertake the bufinefs^^ brother/ 
fiud the Marquis' to the Chefyaiier» *^ of negocia- 
tlog thispardoxvi" ^ 

, " Immediately," rc|rfied the Chevalier^ and n^ 
fiantly quitted the room. 

. " JtiiHce ikkli bedone to you, Bertrand faid the 
Marquis, '^ but untU.the i^ue of this bufinef^ is 
know Q^ your felfand Hubert muft return to your 
concealment ; of thi& ^ou wilNmmediately fee the 
propriety, Thofe. now prefent may vifit.y ou, but 
no one elfe rxmA be made acquainted with thcxiif- - 
cumftance." 

" I am entirely convinced, my Lord," replied 
Bertrand, "of the propriety of your remarks, and 
will immediately; obey the injunction." Shakings 
the Marquis coidtillf by the hand, embracing his 
fifte^, and bowing refpc^lfiilly to the M^rchipneC^^ 
as weii ai Henri, Bett^ajofd n;(^W xetifcd witliHUf^. 
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HE Marquis frtm«d fomewhat eafier, andlB# 
Ichtly mufcd upon the occurence that had pafled, 
'whilft the Marphioqefe and Cecilia werp.alfo filcnt, 
aiid equally involved iii contemplation upon the^ 
fccne they had juft witneffed. Henri, tenderly 
preifing tjie hand of Cecilia, and refpefiftiUy bow- 
ipg^ quitted the room. ^ 

Repairing to the apanment where hisfathicr, 
Emilia, and Leonora were aiTeoibled, the Coui^ 
d'Auteroche began to arraign his fan in loud tojne^ 
for hisiinaccounlaWe abfence; fienri, however^ 
whifp,ering his fether,'tiiey both retired from the 
Toom, leaving Bmilia and Leonora, 'i!iU diore at« 
toniftedthan they had been before. 

Returning Aiortly afii^rwaids, the^ Count appear* 
ed mtich calmer, and tdthe lio fmall fi#prife of Emi. 
iia and Leonora, figliified his dc^rminatiow of flay- 
ing there fome time longer; a fuprife towhitlji 
the my (^erious manner and thoughtful comxtCnsQiC* 
once of Henri added q6^ a ^ittk. 
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*' Pray, have you feen this dreadful apparition ?" 
(aid Leonora to Jienri. 

. ** What apparition ?'* faid Henri, fomewhal 
cinbarraifed. 

*' Why, the Count has been telling «s,'* fsM 
^.eonora, ** of*a dre«dfu1 apparitioff that frightened 
him almoft out of his fenfes." 

," I don't know any thing of it," replied Hcni-i, 

Aefftatlng. 

" I thought you did from your countenance," 
faid Leonora. 

"Henri feemed'rathftr cr^barrafled, but remained 
lilent and thoughtful, whilfbthe Corunt fpoke not 
a word, but fat filentJy mufing. - 

The ladies were tKns coifipffled to talk by them- 
fclves ; their converfation, however, waj> icon in- 
ternipted by the entrance of Cecilia, whom the 
Marquis being afleep, the Marchionefs had in- 
treaied to retire for tKepurpofc of recreation. 

No fooner did the Count, perceive Cecilia, than 
lie apofe, andlblicit^jufly enquiring tbncerning her 
health, politely phced a chair for her ; unable to 
account for this fudden change in trte Count's be- 
haviour towards Ceciha, Emilia and Leonora re- 
ibained loft in adoniihment, and became s^xi* 
oufly curious to develope the cauie. 



lidm^ gcficral convcrfation cnlncd, and the re« 
♦hainder of the, day pafTed without any further 
bccurrencc, Cecilia having retired firft to hef 
apartment, after enquirimg concerning the Mar* 
^uis, who wsts much better ; recoli^^ed the dc- 
ffeription Le|Sn'ora had given of the Cavalier, with 
whom {he had beep, fo much captivated, and 
doubted not it-oEa^er newly difcovered brother*' 

Delineating his feature*, therefore, which 
Were thoroughly imp'refled upon her memory^ 
\iJ>on a piece of papei*, flic left it upon aaable 
where L^ohora cbuld not fail to obferve it, and 
liad juft finiibed her work when the latter cnter^ 
*d the roooh 

•'Good Heavens, Cecilia,'' faid Leonora, at 
Ihe glided paft the table, •' where did you dif« 
cover this?'* pointing to the poi'trait. 

**it is a portrait, my dear, I ffietched for my 
amufement ; but what creates your aftoniihment ?'^ 

•* It is rte exzS^ portrait of the Cavalier who 
*IEfted to reeovef me when I was thrown fron^ 
my hbrfe, and whofc features I have never foi^ 
fatten.** 

f*Is that poffible, Leonora r^ 

Aa 
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^ It is br, it is evm be bimfelf.— »0^ Oecffii^ 
where is the originai ^^ 

•• Nay^ I cannot inferm^ you.** 

With fome dUfieulty Cfcilb drew Lebnon^ 
fiorn the contemplatioB of the ponfait, and thef 
Vdred to rdk. 

Several days pafled without any roarerial in^^ 
temiption, during which the Chevalier, aftefF 
Home trouble^ was at length fuccefsfvl ra obi^ 
Uintng the pardon of Bertrand^ and returning 
ji^yftilly with it to the ch^teiU, fpuud* the Maiw 
quis much better, though &\il ^cbIl and languid^ 
aiod the Count du Queme confiderably recovered*^ 

Srayfng only to 2nnounce his- arrival to th4^ 
Bfarquis, amd the obje^ attained, he inunedi* 
ately repaired to Bertrand'y concealment, frony 
which drawing him forth along with the faith* 
ffti Hubert, he prtfented hin[> to the Marquise 
atid Marchionefs, who finc^rely congratulated 
him upon the occafion ; then accompanying^ 
hkn to the apartment where were ailembled the 
CouQt d'Autcroche, Henri, Emiha,. Leonora,! 
af(i Cecilia, the Ciievalier prefented him as the 
new])' difcovered heir oi the Marquis la Gtanffm 
seuve. « 

Leonora fcreamed, and Bertrand^ dire£lib|^ 
his eyes towards her (Parted, and feemed em- 
barrafleds all were much aftoniflied at thi^ »» 



etpt C^cili^y who explained it to th€ reft in a 
few words, whilft Bertrand refpcAfully apw 
proaching Leonora, congratulated himfcif upom 
iiis nreeting with her again under aufpices fo 
favourable; blufhing at his addrefs, ihe coulct 
«)^ith difficulty conceal her emotions* 

Being ail feated, and having entered into con^ 
yerfation^ they were much furprized, and hia 
daughter fomewhat alarmed, by the fuddep en* 
trance of the Count du Quefne; an explana- 
tion was, however, foon made by the latter, who 
finding himfelf much better, determined at 
length to make an effort to reach the apartment^ 
where the party was aflTemblcd. ^ 

They had fcarcely congratulated the Count, 
^vhen another interruption rook place, by means 
of the abrupt appearance of the Marchionefs, 
accompanied by the Marquis, who, impatient 
at his confinement, had haftily determined td 
arife and join the party, which he knew to be 
•flembled, and with the affiftance of the 'Mar- 
ehionefs, immediately carried his detcprminatioft 
into effeft. 

The whole COQipany congratulated them upon 
their re-appearance.; ** and now, faid the Count 
d'Auteroche, as all the mvfteries are explained^ 
may 1 be permitted to alk for an explanation of 
jone in which I am concerned, that is. Of th« 
^Are^dful apparition, by which 1 was fo much tcf* 
^fied a few day3 ago.** 
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Bmrand laughed heartily: "Pardon me, my 
]Lord," faid he, '^ for laughing, but I was f^ 
apparition that caufed ybur terror^ which I hi^e 
fcm will excufe, as at was the refolt of necef- 
£ty on my part, It was iiigbly important at 
that time that 1 ihould remain conceaJed ; hear^ 
ing fomeone fwiftly aflend the (hiirs, and fear* 
ing A difcovery, 1 immediately difguiCed myfejf 
In the drefs bv means of which I efcaped from 
prifon, and which rendered ule to the £ght ^ 
frightening apparition*" 

." I am fatisfied with the explanation/* faid tfaf 
Count d'Auteroche, ^' and im^oediately perceirf 
the ncceflity of the meafure." 

It was now finally aj^reed between .the Mar. 
quis and Bertrand, that the former ihould en^ 
joy the honours and polTeffions of la Grang^ 
neuve during his life, the latter confcnting t^^ 
take them after his deceafe, ^ his heir* 

Both the Count du Quefne a^d the Mar** 
quis, contrary to expeftatipn, recovered from^ 
their indifpofition, and a marriage ^as ihorily 
afterwards ibjemnijfcd .between Henri and Cc- 
rilia, and Bertrand and Leonora, with the'en* 
tire confent of their refpe6Hve parents, th^ 
Marquis having given to Cecilia a handfontlf 
portion, and agreed, wit.h the perfeft approba^ 
tion of Bertrand, to make h«r the heirels, aftljr 
the death of the Marchionefs^ to ail tiie prjO^- 
pcrty withia his own difpofi^l, ' * - 



The Chevalier, who had now perfeftly re- 

covered alK the hard fliips of flayer J and fliip- 

' wreck, made overtures of marriage to Emilia, 

which, after fopie hefitatioiii ilie a^ccepted^ wit& 

the coi^ent of her father^ 

To the faithful Hubert, an annuity was give^ 
by the Marquis, fufficient to confer upon* the 
remainder of his life ^he comfort^ of ii)depea« 
tlence. 

The families of the Marquis, the .Count du 
Quefne, and the Count d*Auter9clie, being thus 
united, agreed to refide alternately at the chisi- 
rcau of eacti other, 'and Jived ^.together in thc- 
utmoll harmony. The Marquis, however^ 
could not wholly conquer his indifpofition, nQT 
the melanc.holy and defpondency which (lill, at 
intervals, preyed upon his mind, and not long 
afterwards fell a victim to the anxieties, the 
perturbation, an/d t^ie terrors bjr which his con^ 
Oitution had been gradually undermined. 

The iei|niable Marchionefs, who .r^aliy loved 
Aim, was for fome time inconfolable for lys lofsy 
the afliduous attention, however, of C;ecilia it« 
Xome meafure lucqeeded in foothing her mind, an^ 
4he lived a few years longer in the ftri6teft an^ 
jnoft intipfiate friend(l)i|> with Cecilia, who C09<> 
jj^aotly rej^ard^ her with a filial pi^ty antf lof^ 
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The two Counts not Ipng irftjerwards fike 
departed, and the^ remaining families lived I 
and happily togetb^, enjoying much convivii 
within themfelvcs, and diffufing around the 
confid^rable portioa of jenend cpqafort and i 
tent. 
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